


Me —prrute d F by / hawhan- 


( 161 ) 








\{ 


THE 
MONTHLY REVIEW, 


For SEPTEMBER, 1754. 





Art. xviit. Remarks on the Advantages and Difadvantages of 
France and Great Britain, with ref/ped? to Commerce, Se 
continued from page 141, and concluded. 


terefts of Great Britain, will; we, hope, be admitted 
! a reafonable excufe for extending our account of this 
fmall volume beyond the limits generally allowed to works of 
fuch a bulk. 
Intreating of the obftructicns to the enlargement ofour com- 
merce, our author confiders as monopolies in the home-trade 
thofe privileged and exclufive companies of traders, mecha- 
nics, manufacturers, &'c, who in fome of our towns, ex- 
clude from all bufinefs or employ, all fuch as are not born 
among them; and even among their own townfmen, or 
countrymen, admit to the liberty of working among them, 
none but fuch as are born in their corporations, or who 
have bought their freedom either with money, or with a long 
chargeable apprenticefhip.—Thefe companies feem to him 
bodies feparate from the commonwealth, who of their char- 
ters and privileges have made to themfelves ramparts againft 
the induftry of their fellow-fubjects in general, and who op- 
pofe to even that of theirown fellow citizens, as many ob-~ 
ftacles as are in their power. . 
* What good,’ fays he, ¢ can there refult to the particular trade 
of a town, or to commerce in general, from the mechanics 
and dealers being fubdivided into a number of different bodies 
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corporate ?---What advantages can there accrue to com- 
merce, from that thefe corporations fhould levy upon them- 
felves funds in commion, to build magnificent halls to af 
femble and make feafts in, that they fhould lend fums of 
money to the government, themfelves after borrow, and end 
in a bankruptcy, as happened fome time ago to the mercer’s 
company in London? Are not thefe expences, this Juxury 
of communities, juft fo much levied upon their merchan- 
dize, to the detriment of commerce, and of the confump- 
tion of goods, 

¢ Our commerce,’ he continues, ‘ would have made but 
flow advances, if, in all our towns, induftry had been check- 
ed by fuch reftraints: but the freedom left to fome towns 
in England, has been able to eftablifh manufactures in them, 
in rivalfhip to the others, and which were not long before 
they furpafledthem. Manchefter, Leeds, Birmingham, where 
the name of corporation or community is happily unknown, 
hold inconteftibly the firft rank among our manufactories, 
The town and parifh of Hallifax has, within thefe for 
years, feen the number of its inhabitants quadrupled; whilft 
many other towns, fubjected to corporations, have experi- 
enced a fenfible diminution of theirs.---Zondon itfelf furnithes 
us with a fenfible proof, how much the reftraints of thefe 
companies are unfavourable to population. Houfes fituate 
within the precinét of the city hardly find tenants, and 
numbers of them remain empty ; whilft We/fmin/fter, South- 
wark, and the other fuburbs, are continually increafing, 
The reafon is manifeft. Thefe fuburbs are free, and afford 
a fair, open field to the induftry of every fubject, whilft Londox 
fupports within itfelf fourfcore and twelve exclufive compa- 
nies of all kinds, of which one may fee the members an- 
nually adorn, with filly pageantry, the tumultuous. triumphal 
procefiion of the lord mayor.’ 


Our Remarker’s fentiments upon the exclufive privileges 


granted to private perfons, however they may affeét particu- 
lars, will hardly be thought in general injudicious ; he deents 
them either unjuft or unreafonable.  Thofe who ‘folicit a 


patent,’ he obferves, ‘do not fo much as bring a plaufible 
pretext for obtaining it. If what they propofe is a fecret, 
what need have they of a patent to preferve a fecret they 
alone poflefs ? Will they alledge their works will be coun- 
terieited ? but if theirs are, in reality, the beft, they are fure 
of the preference: if not, the public is fure of gaining by 
it. ‘They do not then fear being counterfeited; but that 
they fhall be excelled or underfold: A patent then can art- 
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¢ fwer no end, but favouring lazinefs, or avarice, in preju- 
‘ dice to the perfection, confumption, and the circulation of 
‘ work, which is the great principle of the circulation of 
‘ money.’ ' 

The mifchievous confequences of exclufive companies to 
our foreign tradé are next enumerated: ‘ 1ft. That they be- 
‘ ftow advantages on part of the fubjects, at the expence of 
‘ the whole nation.---2dly. That they cannot carry on trade 
‘ upon terms fo advantageous as private perfons: burthened as 
‘ thofe companies generally are, with the exorbitant charges 
‘ of dire€tion, eftablifhments, &c.---3dly. That their inten- 
¢ tion is moft oppofite to the general intereft of trade, in that 
‘ their aim is, to keep up at the higheft price they can, both 
‘ without and within the kingdom, thofe goods and mer- 
‘ chandize which are the objects of their traffic.---4thly. That 
‘ far from extending trade, they contraé it. Firft, becaufe 
‘ acompany, from the nature of it, and through limitation 
© of funds, has often no proportion with the extent of trade 
‘itembraces. Secondly, having a ture profit, and an exclu- 
‘five right, it has not the fame fpirit of difcovery, and at- 
© tempts, as private perfons have.---sthly. That fome of thefe 
‘ trading companies, are in fact no more than a vain empty 
‘name, and ruinous refources for the government in its oc- 
* cafions for money.’ | 

Thefe objeétions our author particularly applies to the Hud- 
Jon’ s-bay, Africa, Eaft- India, South-Sza, and Turkey companies ; 
and from the hiftory, and an examination of the rights and 
fuccefies of thofe companies, he deduces the following con- 
clufions. * 1ft. With refpe& to the abroad trade, that if ex 
© clufive companies have been neceflary in time paft, they 
« may ceafe to be fo in other circumftances: and that the 
diflolution of them being once become poffible, is a certain 
gain to trade in general.---2dly. That in the prefent point 
of time excluiive companies are lefs neceflary than ever (if 
ever they were fo) to eftablifh new channels of trade, and 
that they are hurtful and ruinous in thofe already eftablifhed, 
---3dly. That even, in the cafe of companies termed free, 
and not exclufive ones, which might be thought ufeful, the 
exclufive fpirit which reigns among the governors and di+ 
rectors, is fure to introduce; in the end, monopoly, with all its 
* pernicious confequences.---4thly. That if forts and troops 
‘are neceflary to protect any eftablifhment of trade, thofe 
* forts and troops, like all the reft, ought to be maintained at 
* the charges, and fubordinate to the orders, of the nation: 
* agreeable to this principle, that as trade {pecially belongs to 

2 ‘ the 


oe «ee« *& *& e& SF 


aA 


- —|; 
- 


164 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


the nation, fo ought alfo the charges incident thereto,-.. 
sthly. All eftablifhments or regulations concerning trade, 
ought to be aflayed upon the following principles, as upon {o 
many touchftones: to wit, ‘That in trade, induftry is the 
offspring of liberty: that the home and abroad confump- 
tion depends on the cheapnefs of the commodity, which 
© cheapnels is the confequence of competition: that confump. 
© tion promotes the employ of individuals, and the increafe of 
: oe fole active and creative powers in a ftate.’ 

An intelligent reader will fcarce fail of being agreeably enter. 
tained with many of our Remarker’s reflections upon population, 
(ashe exprefles it) the employment of individuals, the poor, mar- 
riages, and naturalization: the means of obtaining an ufeful 
knowledge of population, he reduces to a /urvey of the /and, anda 
recenfion of the inhabitants.—For the former of thefe purpofes 
he propofes, that an exact map fhould be taken, which befides 
the diftances, rivers, canals, fhould contain, ‘ 1ft. ‘he furface 
© of the land applotted to towns, villages, boroughs ; the num- 

ber of their houfes, and ftages of erection.—2dly. The 
number of farms and houfes fcattered about the country, be- 
longing to the cultivation of lands.—3dly. “The number of 
acres of land belonging to each town, village, or borough. 
—4thly. The number of acres of land, in cultivation, dif 
tinguithed by their feveral fpecies of produéts.—5thly. The 
nature and extent of the wafte or uncultivated lands. —6thly. 
* A numerical account of the cattle of all forts.’ 

The conventences deducible from fuch a furvey, compared 
with the number of the inhabitants, according to our author, 
are, 1ft. That by knowing what fpecies of the products of 
the earth employs moft ground, and moft men, in its cultiva- 
tion, a judgment may be formed, of the proportion of land 
neceffary to be allotted to different fpecies of produce, where- 
by one {pecies would not be fuffered to increafe-at the expence 
of others: and in cafe of a fudden confumption, which fhould 
chance to exhauft a fpecies of flow growth, as has happened 
to the woods of England, a calculation of years would give 
warning of the commencement and progrefs of the evil, time 
enough to provide a remedy againft it—2dly. A comparifon 
of the acres of ground in satus cultivation, with the number 
of farms belonging to it, would direét the converfion of com- 
mons and pa{turages into enciofed and arable lands. —3dly. 
¢ Whereas in a country of manufactures and commerce, the 
© products of the earth can never. be multiplied but to the 
© greater benefit of confumption and exportation, there ought 
* no land to remain uncultivated cr wafte: every year a 
‘ thole 
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¢ thofe works which the land requires to make it habitable 
‘ would be promoted; fuch as clearing the ground, naviga~ 
‘tion of rivers, canals, and roads. Should even foreign- 
‘ers, if neceflary, be called in to aid thofe purpofes, the 
‘ ftate would gain by it the new value of the improved lands, 
‘ and a new fund of fubjects.’—4thly. The propagation of 
ufeful animals might be encouraged in thofe places where it 
would be moft advantageous. : 

The recenfion of the inhabitants is confidered, firft, © with 
¢ refpect to the general population, and to the local diftribu- 
‘ tion of them into counties, towns, boroughs, villages, and 
‘ parifhes.? Among the conveniences expected from fuch an 
annual recenfion, it is obferved, that § one might fee what 
¢ counties, towns, or parifhes, difpeopled fafteft, or made a 
‘ contrary progrefs. ‘Thefe effects being the work of nature, 
‘ or even of human difpofitions, remedies might be applied to 
‘ any diforders of the general political machine, and induftry 
§ might improve natural advantages.’ 

This recenfion is next confidered with refpect to the employ- 
ment of individuals, wherein our author divides the body of 
the people into three clafles—*‘ The firft containing thofe 
‘ which properly form the mafs of the ftate, and furnifh it 
* with the means of fubfiftence: fuch as the landed men, lae 
‘ bourers, traders, and manufacturers. The fecond, thofe 
* men who receive their fubfiftence from the ftate, for the fer- 
‘ vices they have devoted to it: that is to fay, the clergy, the 
© land and fea-forces, the lawyers. The third, thofe men who 
© draw gratuitoufly from the ftate, fuch as /fockbolders, people 
‘ in no employ, and beggars.’ . 

Of our author’s obfervations upon thefe fubjects, we fhall 
lay before our readers only thofe upon /fockholders, and the 
people without profeffions.—* It would foon appear,’ fays he, 
‘ that the number of /feckholders can only encreafe a {pirit of 
idienefs, and at the expence of trade: that a ftockholder js 
an uielefs fubject, whofe lazinefs lays a tax upon the in- 
duftry of others, It would be obvious to fenfe, that the 
public debts ought, for a double reafon, to be called bug- 
thens on the ftate, fince they multiply the means of fubfifting 
in a ftate without induftry or labour. 

* Under the name of people without profeffions might be 
comprehended, firft, /fock-jobbers, brokers, follicitors at law, 
and others who live upon their induftry ; that is to fay, who 
exercife that induftry of theirs, not in producing new riches 
in the ftate, but in making the riches of others change 
* hands, by paffing into their own,—a2dly, That multitude of 
M 3 ‘ men, 
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men, which the luxury rather than the wants of the rich, 
maintain in idlenefs, in the fervice rather of their vanity, 
than of their perfons.—3dly. So many mafters of, and re- 
tainérs to the leaft ufeful arts, which are much better paid 
than the neceflary ones, and of which the number is en- 
creafed to an incredible point of extravagance.—4thly, So 
many frivolous writers, whom the impoflibility of getting 
into apprenticefhips, or the contempt of a mechanic profef- 
fion has devoted to the trade of making books. All thofe di- 
vines, thofe controvertifts, fermon-writers, interpreters, com- 
mentators, to whom the fpirit of difpute, and curiofity rather 
than religion, diétates volumes without number, in all feds, 
and even in the church of England, to the great damage of the 
true faith, to the fcandal of the weak, to the detriment of 
humanity, of peace, of the chriftian and moral virtues, and 
to the fhame of the human underftanding.’ 

Our author’s remarks on the poor, marriages, and naturali- 


zation, are equally pertinent, tho’ they contain lefs novelty; 
his obfervations upon the riches in circulation, the national 
debt and taxes are, for the moft part, judicious and poignant. 
As a fpecimen of thefe we fhall {ubjoin his animadverfions on 
the finking fund and the national debt. 


¢ 
8 
. 
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¢ That the aim has conftantly been rather to increafe the 
finking fund, than to fink the debt effectually: that when 
the reductions of intereft were operated by reimburfements, 
the amount of the debt was not leflened, owing to the bor- 
rowings at the fame time being at leaft equal to the reim- 
burfement : nay, that it has even been increafed by the bore 
rowing of frefh fums upon the gain by the reduced intereft. 
* ‘That the three great companies devoted to the govern- 
ment, or rather to the advantage they found in lending mo- 
ney to it, has been the too fatal caufe of that facility the 
nation has met with in plunging itfelf into debt. 

¢ That thefe companies had found it confiftent with their 
intereft, to place out again with the government, even ata 
reduced intereft, thofe great profits they made out of it. 

‘ That a hundred and ten governors and directors of thefe 
companies, in place, out a place, ‘and ready to return into 
place, defirous of the good graces of the court, and engaged 
by what is remitted to them on the fums they advance, have 
even forced thofe companies to reductions of intereft againft 
their will and intention, by taking upon themfelves to open 
fub{criptions, of which they were {ure of foon feeing a profit, 
by the fhares being negotiated above par on the Royal Ex- . 
change,— 
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¢ That the fum of thefe debts conftantly increafing, and in 
the fame proportion the fum of their intereft, from an exact 
ayment of it, in, and amongft the hands of the proprietors 
of the national debt, have been always a reafon to them for 
accepting a lef and lefs intereft ; and that it is almoft fure, 
that a reduétion may be attained of the intereft on the na- 
tional debt to two and a half per cent. after the year 1757. 
‘ That the dread of being reimburfed by the government 
clearly points out the abafement into which land is fallen, 
and at the fame time the violent ftate and contractednels of 
atrade, which does not obtain a preference over the placing 
out money at three and a half per cent. 
¢. That in parliament; by a fatality hard to furmount, all the 
members.of the country, as well as the court party, concur 
with equal ardor to ftave off the reimburfement of the na- 
tional debt: if they are landed men, by their oppofitions to 
any new burthens on their lands, which might accelerate the 
clearance : if they are proprietors in the national debt, from 
the advantage they find in not being reimburfed. 
© That the more the finking fund fhall increafe, either by 
« the reductions of intereft, or by the affluence of the funds 
¢ incorporable with it, as faft as they get clear, the more will 
‘ the means extend of increafing the national debts, by the 
6 
6 
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borrowing new fums upon thofe funds: that, in fhort, the 

more the national debt fhall increafe, the nearer will ap- 

proach that inevitable moment of the deplorable cataftrophe 
‘ of national credit.’ 

Whether this performance was, or was not, intended (as is 
infinuated in the advertifement prefixed to this tranflation) by 
the author only for the inftruétion of his own countrymen, 
let us not be afhamed of profiting by it: if the advice given 
in this performance is wholefome, let it not be rejected even 
tho’ it fhould come from an enemy; fas eff et ab hofte doceri: 
not that we are in want of as able phyficians in England, who 
have as well inveftigated the maladies trade labours under, and 
who have prefcribed as good remedies for its recovery as our 
profefled Frenchman; who has confefledly borrowed his prin- 
cipal ideas from Mr. Tucker, with whofe propofals for remov- 
ing many of thefe inconveniences, and increafing the trade 
and credit of Great Britain, we fhall conclude this article. 

Mr. Tucker’s 1{t. propofal is, to alter the qualification of 
voting, and to introduce a juft fubordination among the people. 
—2. To erect certain courts in all manufacturing places in 
the kingdom, where the chief dealers themfelves fhall petition 
for them, with the title of Guardians of the morals of the ma- 
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nufaéturing poor.—3. To incorporate both the Brits/ ifles to- 
gether, and to make one kingdom in all refpects, as to parlias 
ment, trade, anJ taxes.—4, After fuch an union of the two 
kingdoms, to lay /y degrees the Englifh taxes upon freland, and 
to eafe the Englifh of the moft burthenfome of theirs in the fame 
gradval manner. 5. To {et up woollen and filk manufac- 
tures in the weft of England, and fouth-weft of Ireland, in 
order to rival the French—6. To lay open and extend our 
narrow and reftrained companies,—7. To encourage foreign 
mercha ‘ts to fettle among us by a general naturalization of 
all fore'gn proteitants.—8. To encourage a trade with our 
own plantati ns, in al! fuch articles as foall make for the mus 
tual benefit of the mother country and her colonies.—Q. ‘Yo efta- 
blith a police for the prevention f {muggling.—ro. Fo invite 
foreigners of diftinétion to travel among us.—11. To cut 
fome canals between our great towns, for the convenience and 
cheapnefs of carriage.—12, lo raife a fifhery on the northerr 
coaft of Scotland, by giving a double premium for fome years, 


till the trade is fufficiently eftablifhed, for ali herrings caught. 


and cured by perfons refiding within certain diftricts, and ex- 
ported to foreign marke:s.—13. To eftablifh civil govern- 
mens at Gibraltar and Port-mahon, and make them free ports, 
—14. To have public infpectors into al! owr manufactures, and 
to oblige ail exporters to deliver in famples of the commodities 
they intend to export, in order that they may be compared to- 
gethe before the goods are put on fhip-roard.—15. Fo alter 
the method of coliectng our duties on particular forts of goods 
tmported.—16 ‘Yo lay certain taxes on (exury, vite, and ex- 





Art. xtx, The Pfalms of David tranflated into heroic verfe, in 
as literal a manner as rhyme and metre will aliow. Wéith ar- 


guments to each pjalm, and explanatory notes. amo. 3. 
Buckland, 


Y the in‘cription of this work to the prince of Wakes, and 

tie princefs dowager, figned Stephen Wheatland, and Tip- 

ping Silucfier, we are acquainted with the names of the gentle- 

men who have given this tranflation to the public; the advan- 

tazes of which, above any former Engl poetical verfions, 
re thus pointed out by our authors in their preface. 

After obferving, that their work is intended for the pocket 

or clofet, and not for public worfhip, or church mufic, wr 

acd, 
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add, that ¢ as the heroic-verfe is the favourite of fome ears, it 
‘ may, with fuch perfons, have an advantage over a profe 
¢ tranflation, or one in other meafures, for private ufe, and 
¢ in their devotional retirements: for which end the book of 
« pfalms is fweetly fuited, as well as for public worfhip. And 
‘ the arguments to each pfalm in this verfion, may be of fer- 
¢ vice for this purpofe, to point out thofe proper for the va- 
¢ rious occafions of confeffion of fin, petition for grace and 
¢ pardon, faith and reliance upon’ God, and for future blef- 
‘ fings for ourfelves and all mankind; of thankfgiving for 
¢ thofe already received, for our creation, prefervation by God 
¢ the father, and our redemption through the Meffiah therein 
¢ promifed ; and of praife for the excellence of the divine na~ 
¢ ture, and all the wonders of his providence. Befides which, 
¢ the notes, together with the argaments, which are not com- 
¢ mon to other poetical editions, may affift the apprehenfion 
¢ of the reader, who is not converfant with commentators and 
‘ expofitors, and tend to the better underftanding of the 
‘ pfalms; which is a very confiderable end, and may itfelf 
‘ alone be an apology for the publication of this work; as 
‘ this good intention, and the known difficulty of the per 
‘ formance, may apologize for the many defects in the exe- 
‘ cution of it.’—Of which defe&s, thus modeftly anticipated, 
we fhall enter into no detail ; only obferving, in general, that 
the verfton of thefe gentlemen is, perhaps, from their fear 
of departing from the great original, too profaie for the ear of 
a true lover and judge of poetry; who, on feeing the facred 
mufe in fuch a dress will, we fear, be apt to draw compari- 
fons with fome inferior bards, to the difadvantage of the di- 
vine Hebrew. G. 
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Art. xx. Ejfays and Obfervations, phyfical and literary. Read 
before a fociety in Edinburgh, and publifbed by them. Vol. 1. 


65. in boards. Ham.lton and company, in Edinburgh, and 
Hitch, &c. in London, 


HE rapid progrefs made in literature during the laft and 

La oo centuries, is, in a great meafure, owing to the 
eftablifhment of literary focieties in different parts of Europe. 
Thefe focieties have produced an infinite number of accurate 
obfervers, who, inftead of tedioufly repeating, or difguifing 
with a new outfide, the learning of their predeceffors, con- 
ntly proceed from one experiment to another, and every 
day 
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day afford us new facts and truths, little known in for- 
mer ages. 


The work before us is the firft production of a fociety of 


this kind at Edinburgh; of the eftablifhment of which, and its 
views, we have the following account in the preface to this 
performance. 
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‘ After the medical fociety of Edinburgh had publifhed thofe 
volumes of eflays, which have met with fo favourable a re- 
ception from the public, a propofal was made them to en- 
large their plan, and to carry their difquifitions into other 
parts of nature, befides {uch as more immediately relate to 
the branches of medicine. All the fciences are remarked to 
have a clofe connection together ; but none more than thofe 
of medicine and natural philofophy: And the fociety foon 
obferved, that, fhould it turn its enquiries into more gene- 
ral knowledge, it could reap the advantage of preferving all 
its old members, and needed but open its door to gentle- 
men of other profeffions, who might enrich it with their ob- 
fervations and difcoveries. 

¢ Soon after the fociety had received a new form, feveral 
misfortunes happened, which retarded its progrefs, and have 
hitherto prevented it from communicating any thing to the 
public. The rebellion broke out in this country ; and both 
{cattered the members for fome time, and engaged their at- 
tention to fubjects, lefs agreeable and more interefting, than 
general difquifitions into nature. No fooner were public 
affairs compofed, than we met with an irreparable lofs in the 
death of Mr. Adaclaurin, one of our fecretaries. The great 
talents of that gentleman are generally known, and highly 
efteemed in the literary world; but the fociety have alfa 
particular reafon to regret in him the lofs of thofe qualities 
which form an excellent academician. Indefatigable him- 
felf, he was a perpetual fpur to the induftry of others ; and 
was highly pleafed with the promotion of knowledge, from 
whatever hands it came. At the time of his death, a num- 
ber of difcoveries, fufficient to have formed a volume, had 
been communicated to him; but, being mingled with his 
other papers, have been diffipated by various accidents ; and 
the fociety could recover but few of them. 

‘ The object of this fociety is the fame with that of the 
other academies eftablifhed in different parts of Europe, the 
promoting of natural philofophy, and of literature, by com- 
municating to the public fuch differtations as fhall be tranf- 
mitted to them, either by their own members or by others. 


It is allowed that thefe two branches of learning, efpecially 
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¢ the former, are more promoted by the obfervation of facts, 
« than by the moft ingenious reafonings and difputations. Toa 
« diligent, and even fometimes to a carelefs enquirer, many 
¢ valuable experiments, no doubt, occur; and thefe would en- 
‘ rich our collections, tho’ without this method of convey- 
« ance, they would be entirely loft to the public. ‘The united 
‘ judgments too of men, correct and confirm each other by 
¢ ‘communication ; their frequent intercourfe excites emula- 
6 tion, and from the comparifon of different phenomena, re- 
¢ marked by different perfons, there often refult general truths, 
‘ of which, from one of thefe phenomena, no man of the 
‘ greateft fagacity could entertain any fufpicion. ‘T’ho’ the 
‘ 
‘é 
a 
s 
6 
‘é 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
a 
‘ 





collection of experiments feems continually, by means of 
the learned focieties, and the labours of individuals, to be 
augmenting, we need not entertain any apprehenfions, that 
the world will ever be overwhelmed by the number of con- 
fufed and independent obfervations. “The heap does not al- 
ways go on increaling in bulk and diforder, through every 
age. There arife from time to time bold and happy genuifes, 
who introduce method and fimplicity into particular branches 
of {cience ; and reducing the fcattered experiments ¢0 more 
general theorems, abridge the fcience of nature. Hints of 
this kind, we hope, may pafs through our hands; and at 
wortt our collections will be a fpecies of magazine, in which 
© faéts and obfervations, the fole means of true induction, will 
‘ be depofited for the purpofes of philofophy.’ 

Having given this fhort account of the eftablifhment and 
views of this fociety, we fhall now proceed to the work itfelf, 
which confifts of twenty-two articles ; the firft of which is, 


Of the laws of motion; by the hon. Henry H me, e/g; one of the 
y y q 
Jenatars of the college of jujiice. 


| The author of this diflertation has endeavoured to prove, 

that matter is endowed with an aé#ize quality, and on that 
principle accounts for all the phenomena obfervable in moving 
bodies. He obferves, that when a being moves itfelf, or moves, 
we conceive the being as acting, and in this view motion is a 
fpecies of action. But when a body is moved by being acted 
upon, we conceive the motion of the body as an effect pro- 
duced by a proper caufe. In this cafe, the body dues not aét, 
but is acted upon, This, tho’ an evident diftinétion, does not 
exclude felf-motion from being alfo confidered as an effect ina 
certain light, viz. An effect produced by a being upon itfelf. 


He alfo obferves, that every thing which moves, and is not 
barely 
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barely moved or acted upon, mutt be endued with a power ef 
motion. 

Mr. Home then proceeds to examine this famous queftion, 
¢ Whether matter in any cafe be endued with a power of mo- 
© tion?’ and determines it in the affirmative. We fhall give 
the fubftance of his reafoning on this head, and, as near as 
poffible, in his own words. 

Matter, he obferves, is generally reprefented as altogether 
unaétive and inert; and, indeed, in a fuperficial view, the 
fact appears to be fo. The bulk of the things about us, feem 
to be at reft, and we fuppofe they will continue in that ftate, 
unlefs ated upon by fome external force. If we lock up any 
moveable object, we truft to find it in the fame place; and, if 
miffing, we afcribe our lofs to thieves, not to felf-motion in 
the body. Matter, fo far as we can difcover, is certainly not 
endued with thought or voluntary motion ; and yet, that it is 
endued with a power of motion in certain circumftances, ap- 
pears to me an extreme clear point. Dropping a ftone from 
an high tower, it falls to the ground without any external 
impulfe, fo far as we can difcover. Here is an effec pro- 
duced, which every one, who has not ftudied philofophy, will 
attribute to a power in the ftone itfelf, One would not heft 
tate to draw this conclufion, fhould the ftone move upwards; 
and yet, fetting afide habit and cuftom, it will be evident, 
that a ftone can as little move downwards as upwards, with- 
out a vis motrix. And that this is a juft as well as natural 
way of thinking, will appear by analogy. When a man is in 
motion, we readily aicribe the effect produced to a power, 
which he poffeffes to move his limbs. Why then do philofo- 
phers deny to the ftone, in the act of falling, the power of 
beginning motion, a power which they fo readily afcribe to 
the man? If it be objeéted, that man is endowed with a 
power of moving himfelf, and of moving other things, the piain 
an{wer is, that thefe are facts which we learn no other way 
than by experience; and we have the fame experience for a 
voucher, that a ftone fet free in the air wili move itielf. 
And if it be farther urged, that man is a thinking being, the 
anfwer will readily occur, that a power of beginning vifible 
motion is no more connected with a power of thinking, than 
it is with any other property of matter or {pirit. Nay, Mr. 
Locke holds, that matter may be endowed with a power of 
thinking ; and, fuppofing this power fupéradded to the other 
properties of matter, it cannot be maintained, that matter 
would be rendered thereby more or lefs capable of beginning 
or continuing vilible motion, 

But 
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But this is not the only inftance in which we difcover an 
agency or active power in matter. A billiard-ball ftruck 
again{t the ground, rebounds with a confiderable force. A 
bow bent by the hand, reftores itfelf with violence when the 
{tring is let go. In both there is an inftant of reft betwixt 
the oppofite direction of the motion. The ball rebounds, and 
the bow reftores itfelf to its former fhape, without any exter- 
nal force, by an inherent power, which is known by the name 
of elafticity. But we need not dwell upon particular inftances. 
Chemiftry difcovers various powers in matter of the moft ac- 
tive kind; and every man who is converfant with the opera- 
tions of chemiftry, muft have a ftrong impreffion, that mat- 
ter is extremely active. 

For the fake of illuftration, let us fuppofe a fubftance or 
thing having the following properties ; that it makes no refif- 
tance to bodies impinging upon it; that when carried along 
ina man’s hand, even with the moft violent motion, it does 
not increafe the momentum of the hand, and that it {tops fhort 
the inftant the hand ceafes to move. ‘This would certainly 
be the moft inert of all conceiveable things. And if fo, mat- 
ter cannot be abfolutely inert or paffive, when its properties 
differ fo widely from thofe defcribed. In many circumitances 
matter begins motion, and acts often with great violence. It 
has a conitant endeavour, when once fet in motion, to pre- 
ferve itfelf in the fame degree of motion, and, when at reft, 
it is not motion without refiftance. 

But it is maintained by the bulk of our philofophers, that 
matter is altogether incapable of active powers ; that activity 
is confined to immaterial iubitances, and that inertnefs is im- 
plied in the very conception of matter. ‘This moves them to 
afcribe to fome invifible agency, all that activity we difcover 
in matter. In every one of the above inftances they fay mat- 
ter does not act, but is acted upon by the deity, who inter- 

ofes, by general laws, to preferve the uniformity of nature, 

hus, when a ftone falls, it is not the ftone which acts, but 
the deity. It is the continual action of the deity, which 
keeps the planets in elliptical orbits : and when a plaguc infefts 
the world, it is the deity which fpreads the infection, and 
directs the inert matter to ravage and deftroy. Arfenic is not 
of itfelf a poifon; it is the immediate finger of God. which 
makes it fo. 

The author next proceeds to afcertain the meaning of the 
terms material and ‘mmaterial, which, he fays, has not yet 
been done with fufficient accuracy. * All beings and exiften- 
* ces muft be either material or immaterial; or, in other 
© words, 
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words, muft be matter, or not matter: therefore, if we 
know what is matter, we cannot be at a lofs about what 
is not matter. I take it for granted, that we have no con. 
ception of matter, but as fubftance or body, endued with 
colour, figure, extenfion, impenetrability, or other proper. 
ties of fuch a nature as to be objects of our external fenfes, 
The dire&t oppofite muft of courfe be an accurate defcrip. 
tion of an immaterial fubftance, viz. that which has-pro- 
perties of fuch a nature, as not to lie open to any of our 
external fenfes, more than colour to one born without fight, 
Thus it comes out, that immateriality is merely a negative 
term, comprehending every thing that is not matter. And 
it is of confequence to be obfeived, that the diftinétion be- 
tween material and immaterial, not being founded on the 
nature of the things which are fo diftinguifhed, but on the 
limited nature of our external fenfes, has not the leaft ten- 
dency to explain the nature or properties of immaterial fub- 
ftances, farther than barely, that thefe properties are of fuch 
a kind, as not to be the objects of any external fenfe. 

‘ From thefe premifes the following reafoning will, it is 
hoped, be found entirely conclufive. Size, figure, motion, 
weight, &c. are qualities of matter which are perceived by 
our external fenfes: but there is none fo foolifh to main« 
tain, that matter can have no qualities but what are objects 
of an external fenfe. It would be the fame as to deny the ex- 
iftence of immaterial fubftances, becaufe thefe do not exhi- 
bit themfelves to our fenfes. Power is a property or quality 
of which none of our external fenfes afford us the percep- 
tion; and therefore our want of perception of power, does 
not more conclude a negation of power to matter, than to 
fpirit. In general, we have no means to come at the knows 
ledge of a caufe, but by the effec? produced. We cannot 
@ priori, conclude, that animate beings are endued with any 
fort of powers, more than inanimate. Experience is here 
our only guide. We find by experience man to be a rea- 
foning being, endued with many powers and faculties : and 
by the fame experience, we find matter to be endued with 
certain powers and faculties. Both are difcovered by thé 
effects produced ; and we have no other means to make 4 
difcovery. We fee a ftone fall without any external im- 
pulfe. From that effect we have a juft foundation to con 
clude, that the ftone has a power of moving itfelf. And if 
we have not a juft foundation to make this conclufion, w¢ 
have not a juft foundation to make this other conclufions 
* that 
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‘ that a man has a power of felf-motion, when we fee him 
¢ walking.’ , 

After endeavouring to fhew, that by enduing matter with 
a power of acting according to certain and invariable laws, a 
more beautiful and complete fyftem is exhibited than by leav- 
ing it abfolutely inert, to require a continual interpofition of 
the deity, he concludes, ‘ That the doétrine of the abfolute 
¢ jnertnefs of matter, is not only repugnant to truth, but tends 
‘ in an indirect manner, to arraign the deity of want of power, 
‘ or of wifdom, or of both.’ ; 

Having thus fuppofed matter endued with an active prin- 
ciple, our author proceeds to examine fuch of the powers of 
matter as are productive of the moft remarkable effects: as the 
vis infita, or vis inertia, the communication of motion, ac- 
tion and re-action, gravity, and the force of bodies in mo- 
tion, deducing all thefe powers from the activity of matter. 


Il. Some remarks on the laws of motion, and the inertia of mat- 
ter. By John Stewart, M. D. fellow of the royal college of 
phyficians, and profeffor of natural philofophy in the univerfity 
of Aberdeen. 


The doétrine of the activity of matter advanced by Mr. 
Home, in the foregoing article, is here confuted, and the fup- 
pofition of Sir Z/aac Newton, on which that illuftrious author 
founded his laws of motion, the inactivity of matter, fully 
eftablifhed. In order to this, the doétor fuppofes a fubftance, 
quite inactive of itfelf, which is extended, impenetrable, finite, 
and confequent'y moveable; and fhews, that the fame refif- 
tance to motion muft be expected from fuch a fubftance, as is 
actually met with from common matter. 

* Place,’ fays he, * any mafs of fuch a fubftance at reft. It 
cannot begin motion of itfclf by the fuppofition. But an 
active animated being, as for example, a man, can move it. 
Some effort muft certainly be made, fome power exerted, to 
produce this effect. It will never be pretended, that the 
iame effort can move the mafs either with a great velocity 
or a imall velocity; that being as abfurd as to fay, tat a 
great velocity and a fmall velocity are one and the iame 
thing. In like manner, it muft require one effort to move 
a fmail quantity of this fubftance with a certain velocity, 
and a ditterent effort to move a great quantity with the fame 
velocity. _ The fame energy of the agent, wil! never ferve to 
Move a given quantity of this {ubftance, or double the quan- 
tity of this jubitance, with the fame velocity ; no more than 
it will move the fame fubftance with different velocities. By 
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this exertion of our own activity, we acquire the ideas of 
forces. The animated being (or the mind) is differently 
affected by different dbjects, whether of the fenfes or un- 
derftanding. And why fhould it be affected in the fame 
way, when a great fubftance and a little fubftance are mov. 


ed by \it, or when a great velocity and a little velocity ane 


imparted to the fame fubftance? When we endeavour to 
communicate motion to fuch a fubftance, we muit be con- 
{cious of fome kind of feeling; and thefe feelings mutt be dif. 
ferent in different cafes. Thus the idea of re//fance, as it 
is called, to motion, inthe moft inactive fubftance we can 
imagine, would be fuggefted to us from thele perceptions ; 
and is precifely the {ame with what we experience daily in 
handling of matter. Nor does it feem poffible to conceivean 
extended, impenetrable fubftance, divefted of this kind of 
refiftance from inertia. The larger the fubftance is which 
we intend to move with a given velocity, the greater force 
muft be applied: and, could we fuppofe it actually infinite, 
no finite force could move it at all.— 

© Ha body left at reft does not begin motion of itfelf, it is 
determined to remain in that ftate, not from any real repug- 
nance to motion, which. is as conformable to its nature as 
a ftate of reft ; but becaufe nothing is done without a caufe, 
And when acted upon by any external influence, it obeys 
without reluctance; the motion produced being in exaé 
proportion to the moving caufe. It has a conftant fufcepti- 
bility of motion, and a perfeét facility in receiving it. But 
we may as well afk, why an inactive fubftance does not 
begin fome degree of motion of itfelf? as, why different 
powers are requifite to produce different motigns? When 
people talk of the re/i/lance of matter at reft, as of an aéfive 
power, ftruggling againft any agent, and actively oppofing 
it, they furely frame to themfelvea.fome notion of force an 
tecedent to al] experience; and they would do well to in- 
form the world, in what manner this idea was fuggelted 
to them. 

‘ The paffive nature of body is abundantly manifeft, from 
its yielding to the leaft conceivable action. The leg of @ 
fly moves the whole globe of the earth. A man, ‘ndeed, 
cannot roll a tun fo faft as he can a tennis-ball: and.we 
may find a horfe able to draw a loaded cart two miles in.an 
hour, who cannot be prevailed upon to draw it four miles 
in the fame time. But are not fuch common phenomena as 
thefe more naturally accounted for; from the fluggifhnefs of 


inactivity of matter, than frown its fuppofed activity? A 
5 * great 
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€ great body fet in motion is one effect; a little body moved 
« with the fame velocity, is another. A given body moved 
* with a great velocity, is one effect; and when moved with 
* a lef velocity, it is a different effect. The old prin- 
‘ ciple feems to apply well enough in this cafe, that ‘effects 
* are proportional to their caufes.’ . 

Having fhewn, that a body at reft is perfeétly inert, or in- 
active, the author proceeds to examine what muft happen to 
a body put in motion by fome agent. Whether it will in- 
ftantly ftop when the immediate influence of the active power 
ceafes, or perfevere in its new ftate. 

We are apt to contract an early prepofféffion, from ob- 
ferving, that bodies in motion gradually lofe their force, and 
‘return to a ftate of reft, that reft is the proper ftate of y body ; 
but a diligent review of al! the circumftances foon difcovers, 
that body is equally indifferent to either ftate, of reft or 
' Motion. 

© Let a motion or force,’ fays the author, ‘ begin any way 
* you pleafe, we never fee it ceale till it be deflroyed. Why 
* then fhould we imagine a body ought to ftop of itfelf; and 
* that, to preferve it in motion, a conftant exertion is necef- 
* fary, like that which produced it at firft? What argument 
* can lead us to afcribe fuch an activity to body? What fhould 
* determine the body to ftop, if there be nothing to cppofe its 
* motion? Is there any experiment pointing that way? Yes, 
* we may be defired to reflect on what a perfon feels within bim- 
© felf in walking, during which a repeated activity is exerted to 
‘ continue the motion. But this furely can only be intended as 
* an illuftration of what is’ meant by the fuppofed activity of 
* matter in motion, and not as a proof of its reality. For, 
* every day’s experience muft teach us, on the contrary, that it 
‘ requires a great activity, fometimes more than we are matters 
* of, to ftop a begun motion in our bodies. How doth it ap- 
pear, that the fame effort is neceffary to be continually ex- 
erted, which was employed at the beginning of the motion? 
We find a certain effort neceflary to begin a motion in our 
own bodies; but, we fhould find no occation for repeating it, 
were it not confumed or wafted upon other bodies. When 
we give ourfelves one pufh forwards upon a {mooth furface, 
fuch as ice for example, there is no need for a fecond im- 
mediately ; and were there no attrition nor refiftance from 
the air, the motion would continue for ever. If a body 
fet in motion were to ftop, retard, or amy way change its 
motion of itfelf, that would betray an inclination ci ten- 
dency to one ftate preferably to another; it would no longer 
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« appear equally indifferent to either, in which alone paflivity 
* confitts. 
‘ The moft general law of matter we difcover by expe- 
‘ rience is, that every effect continues till deftroyed by fome- 
‘ thing. Why then may not motion continue till it be deftroy- 
< ed, as well as the magnitude, figure, colour, or any other pro- 
‘ perty of body? or even as well as the very exiftence of 
* matter?’ | . 
With regard to the inftance of a ftone’s falling to the 
round, without any external impulfe, from whence it is in. 
ferred, that dead matter begins motion of itfelf, and there- 
fore muft have an aétive principle; our author obferves, that 
fuch manner of reafoning, would make fhort work of natural 
philofophy. Becaufe there are a variety of motions, changes, 
and transformations, produced every day among inanimate 
bodies, is it immediately to be concluded, that thefe bodies 
move themfelves? The contrary appears in fo may inftances, 
that we have reafon to believe it never happens in any cafe. 
We fee many motions begun by animated beings; we ob- 
ferve many bodies moved by the impulfe of other bodies ; and 
the mechanical caufes of fome motions, have, through time, 
been difcovered, which were not formerly perceived. Inftan- 
ces of this the author gives us in the afcent of {moak and va- 
pour, and the rife of water in pumps. 
It is advanced by thofe who afcribe activity to matter, that 
a power of beginning vifible motion is no more connected 
with a power of thinking, than it is with any other property 
of matter or fpirit. ‘ This,’ fays Dr. Stewart, ‘ may pofhbly 
* be admitted in a certain fenfe, viz. that there may, for 
‘ ought we know, exift fome fpecies of thinking beings, defti- 
* tute of the power of motion altogether. Oifters have very 
« little of it. But however this be, we know, with all the 
‘ certainty attainable in phyfics, that many thinking beings 
* have fuch a power; we {ce them begin motion, 4 rela- 
¢ tive motton on the ground. When that motion is Joft, they 
* renew it, and vary it again at every ftep. They not only 
* begin new motion, but deftroy old motion, at pleafure: 
‘ whereas no experience can ever tell us, that the beginning 
‘ of the vifible motions of dead matter is original and unde- 
‘rived. And there is this wide difference (which has been 
* often remarked by authors on this fubject) betwixt animated 
‘ and inanimated beings, with refpect to motion, namely, 
‘ that the thinking being can determine the direétion and 
¢ quantity of its motion.—Thus far therefore there is a con- 
* nection betwees motion and thinking, that a power of be- 
ginning 
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® pinning motion feems necefiarily to infer a power of think- ' 
© ing; tho’ we cannot affirm invertely, that a power of think- } 
© ing mutt infer a power of beginning motion. 

¢ But if the bare beginning of motion feems to require an 

intelligent caufe, the power of gravity, turely, has the higheft 

title to lay claim to that origin. The motions arifing from 
gravity are evidently of fuch a fort, as cannot, without the 
greateft violence to reafon, be afcribed to any blind tendency 
betwixt the attracting bodies. This will beft appear upon 
ftafting fome of its known effects, A ftone is drawn to- ¢f 
wards the earth in £urope and in -4merica; it changes its 
direction in different places, pointing always nearly to the 
_center of the earth, (or exactly in a line perpendicular to the 
level furface) in the fame manner as iron does towards the’ 
loadftone, or a feather to the eleétric tube. The a‘tractive 
force of a {tone diminifhes the farther it is removed from the 
earth, according to a fixed rule, or as the fquare of the 
diftance increafes. A body placed by itfelf would move no 
way; but two bodies run together. A given body is more 
attracted to a large quantity cf matter than to a lefler. Is it 
then conceivable, that an unthinking being fhould be en- 
dued with an activity which it regulates and varies in pro- 
portion to the fituation, diftance, and magnitude of another 
body, whilft it is fuppofed to be not in the leaft influenced 
or acted upon by that other body, or any other being what- 
foever? If this fhall be maintained, another queftion will 
arife. By what actions, or what ftronger language than 
this, can any man convince his neighbour of his own reafon 
or underftanding? It is prefumed, that a higher degree of 
evidence will hardly be required in phyfical matters, than 
what we have for the life and exiftence of one another : 
the voice of nature as loudly declares the origin of gravity, 
that ~s principle which binds the parts of the fyitem to-~ 
gether, From the circumftances obfervable in the apparent 
mutual tendency of bodies, we are naturally led to conclude, 
that gravitation is the effect of the continued and regular 
operation of fome other being upon matter ; and that bodies 
are either drawn or prefled together by fomething external, 

A power fo conftant, fo regular, and withal fo uniformly 

varied and diverfified according to different circumftances, 

can proceed from nothing but an intelligent caufe, either 
mediately or immediately exerted upon bodies.’ 

And in the fame manner this learned gentleman has an- 
fwered all the objections brought againft the inactivity of 
matter; but it would extend this article te too creat a length 
N 2 - to 
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to follow him; nor indeed is it poflible to do juftice to his 
reafoning, without almoft tranfcribing the whole. We thall 
therefore only add the laft paragraph of this ingenious effay, 
in which he has obviated a cenfure commonly, tho’ perhaps, 
too often unjuftly, pafled on natural philofophers and mathe- 
maticians ; namely, That they are not always well fkilled in 
logics. * A fair comparifon alone,’ fayshe, ¢ can fhew, whether 
‘ they be more obnoxious to this cenfure than other people, 
< and who are the moft guilty of fallacious reafoning ; and in 
‘ particular of that fpecies of it commonly called zgnorantia 
© clenchiy or tmegoCningss. It muft indeed be avowed, that 
‘ few of the mathematical philofophers have teftified any high 
‘admiration of thofe fpacious openings and enlargements, 
‘ lately ftruck out by certain bold and enterprifing under- 
‘ takers in the dialeétic art. Nor can it reafonably be expedt- 
« ed, that they fhould entertain the moft favourable opinion 
¢ of fuch performances. Men who puzzle themfelves with 
‘ felf-evident axioms, and ftumble at the plaineft demonftra- 
* tions, raife a fhrewd fufpicion, that they may be liable to 
© like human infirmities in other matters, and can have no 
‘ pretenfions to be received as infallible guides. The fartheft 
« that complaifance can go, is to transfer the compliment, and 
© to regrete, that thefe univerfal philofaphers are not always well 
‘ fkilled in the elements of mathematics and natural philofo- 
‘ phy. If their end in view be really the inveftigation of 
© truth, as it is to be wifhed, a jittle more converfation 
‘ and familiarity with Euclid, and other geometricians, 
‘ might be of good fervice to them, by accuftoming their 
‘ minds to the fteady purfuit of real knowledge: but if their 
‘ higheft aim in life be vain difputation, and an oftentatious 
‘ diiplay of their abilities in attempting to involve the cleareft 
‘ truths in doubt and uncertainty, better were it for them to 
« throw away the rule and compafs altogether, and to exer- 
© cife their faculties on other fubjects, where there may be 
¢ more room for fubtle evafions, and where miilakes, tho’ 
* equally remote from truth, and perhaps of more pernicious 
4 
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conicquence to mankind, cannot, from the nature of the 
thing, be fo eafily detected,’ 


HT. Pappi Alexandrini colleionum mathematicarum libri quarti 

propyitic quaria generalior facta, cui propofitiones aliquot eodem 
Jpectantes adjiciuntur 5 audtore Mattheo Stewart, in academia 
Edinenjs Mathefeos profefjore. 


In this article feveral ufeful and curious properties of the 
circle and of the conic fections are demonftiated; but as all 
the 
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the propofitions depend on each other, we cannot aes give an 
abftract of it. 


1V. Of the caufe of the variation of the obliquity of the ecliptic 5 
by Colin M‘Laurin, date fellow of the royal fociety, and pro- 
feffor of mathematics in the univerfity of Edinburgh. 


The variation of the obliquity of the ecliptic has been the 
fubjeét of many difputes among aftronomers ; it is alfo difputed 
among thofe who hold it liable to change, whether that change 
be regular or irregular. It is certain, that the obliquity of the 
ecliptic is at prefent found to be above a third part of a degree 
lefs than Prolemy has given it us: and if we enter into a de- 
tail of all the obfervations of it which were made from Ptolemy’s 
time down to Tycho, we fhall fee that later obfervers have 
generally found it lefs than thofe who preceded them, We 
fay generally, for this has not always been the cafe, there be- 
ing fome inftances' where, on the contrary, later obfervations 
have made it a few minutes greater than fome preceding ones, 

They who will have the obliquity of the ecliptic to have 
been always the fame as at prefent, remove all thefe difficulties, 
by imputing to the inaccuracy of the obfervations of the an- 
tients, and the imperfeCtion of their inftruments, all the dif- 
ferences that are found between them and the moderns in this 
affair. Others think this is treating the antients with too 
little refpe&t; for, tho’ it appears by Ptolemy, that they did 
not pretend to obferve more nicely than to the fixth part of a 
degree, and their inftruments, as far as we have any account 
of them, fall far fhort of thofe made ufe of by the moderns; yet 
it can hardly be imagined they could be fo greatly miftaken in 
a matter fo eafy to be known, and that fo highly merited their 
attention, 

With regard to thofe who hold, that the obliquity of 
the ecliptic is fubjeét to a fort of libration, increafing in fome 
ages, and decreafing in others, they feem to attribute a greater 

degtee of exactnels to the obfervations upon which this opi- 
nion is founded, than they have fufficient reafon for. 

Thofe who maintain, that the obliquity of the ecliptic has 
been always gradually decreafing, the planes of the ecliptic and 
equator flowing continually nearer to coincidence, found their 
opinion not only ona comparifon bctween the obfervations of 
the antients and moderns, but alfo on the fpheroidical figure of 
the earth. 7 

The obliquity of the ecliptic being equal to the diftance be- 
tween either tropic and the equator, or half the diftance be- 

, tween the two tropics, the beft way of finding it, becaufe 
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leaft liable to error from refraction, is to take the altitude of 
the fun when he is in the tropic of Cancer; the altitude of 
the pole, and confequently its complement, the altitude of 
the equator being firft accurately known in the place of ob. 
fervation: this gives us the diftance of the tropic from the 
equator directly. There is another way of finding this, and 
the only one made ufe of by the antients ; which is, to obferve 
the meridian altitude of the fun in each tropic: but then aj. 
lowance mutt be made for refraction, which increafes the me- 
ridian altitude of the fun, when in the winter folftice, more 
than it does when in the fummer folftice. For want of know- 
ing this the antients thought the diftance of the tropics lefs 
than it ically was: they alfo fuppofed the fun’s parallax too 
great, which increafed the error ; but thefe errors of the an- 
tients hinder us not from making ufe of their obfervations in 
this difquifition ; becaufe we know their confequences, and 
can therefore tell how to make proper allowances for them. 
Now after correcting the errors arifing from refraction and 
parallax, the obliquity of the ecliptic, according to the obfer- 
vations of the antients, appears to be about a third part of 
a degree greater than what the modern aftronomers have 
found it. 

According to the obfervations of the moderns, the obliquity 
of the ecliptic varies at the rate of 55” in feventy-nine years, 
which variation Mr. 44‘Laurin has endeavoured to account 
for in the following manner. 

¢ Sir L/aac Newton has found, that the fun and planets gra- 
© vitate towards each other mutually ; that it is neither the fun 
§ (according to the Copernican fyftem) nor the earth (accord- 
‘ ing to Ptolemy) that is the center of the fyftem, or fixed 
* point; but the center of gravity of the whole fyftem. That 
‘ the fun therefore moves about this center: and that when 
‘ “Fupiter and Saturn, the two biggeft planets, are in the fame 
‘ right line, on the fame fide of the fun; the center of the 
© fun will be almoft a diameter of the fun diftant from this 
‘ fixed point. Hence, tho’ we fuppofe the earth to move al- 
‘ ways in the fame plane, the fun will appear to have differ- 
* ent deciinations at the time of the folftice: and, as the ob- 
* liquity of the ecliptic 1s determined always from the decli- 
* nation of the fun at the foiftice, it will therefore appear to 
* vary, but notin a manner that will accrefce and produce 
‘ any fenfible change in our feafons; but it will increafe and 
¢ decreate a little within fimall limits, and its variation will 
¢ p:incipally depend on the pofition of ‘Jupiter and Saturn to 
¢ the {un and earth, and will nearly return to the fame nt 3 

* nitude, 
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© nitude, when thefe return to the fame pofition, with refpect 
< to one another, and to the folftice. ‘Fupiter has moft effect 
‘ in producing this variation; and if % it be found to have 
< a connection or dependance on his pofition to the fun and 
« earth, it will be an indication that this is the true caufe of 
‘ the phenomenon.’ 

The author farther obferves, that if the orbit of the earth 
was perpendicular to the orbit of Fupiter, this variation would 
be much more confiderable than it is, and might amount to 
above half a degree, or a diameter of the fun. But becaufe 
the angle contained between the orbits of ‘Jupiter and the 
earth is fmall, the variation thence arifing muft be alfo fmall, 
but may amount to fomewhat more than a minute. 

This theory of Mr. AZ‘Zaurin certainly deferves to be far- 
ther profecuted, and accurately determined; for an error of 
a minute in a matter of fuch moment as the fun’s declination, 
is of great confequence in navigation, geography, and aftro- 
nomy. But it does not appear fufficient to account for the 
different obliquities of the ecliptic, as obferved by the antient 
and modern aftronomers; for can we with juftice fuppofe, 
that the antients could have committed an error of above twen- 
ty minutes in their obfervations ? An annual diminution there- 
fore of the angle intercepted between the ecliptic and equator 
muft be fuppofed, if we will allow the antients to have had 
eyes and inftruments, and to have ufed any tolerable care in 
their obfervations. 


V. Concerning the fudden and furprifing changes obferved on the 
furface of Jupiter's body. By the fame. 

More furprifing phenomena have been obferved on the body 
of Fupiter than on any other planet in the folar fvftem. 
Among thefe the feveral belts obierved by Ca/fini to rife in an 
hour’s time, are not the leaft extraordinary. Spots of very dif- 
ferent forms have alfo very frequently been feen upon that 
planet’s body. Thefe Mr. Ad‘Laurin fufpects to be owing 
to tides analogous to thofe we call {pring tides. But with re- 
gard to that famous phenomenon mentioned by Ca/fini, name- 
ly, That fome of his fpots revolve in leis time than others ; 
this ingenious author is of opinion, that it is better not to 
attempt any explication till the fame be confirmed by more 
obfervations. 

VI. Obfervations on thunder and eleétricity. By Ebenezer 
M‘Fait, M. D. 

| Mr. Franklin, after fhewing that lightning and electrical 

fire are the fame, and that fharp points attract and difcharge 
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the electrical matter moft copioufly, fuppofes, that a very fharp 
pointed rod, fixed to the extremity of the top-matt of a thip, 
with a wire conducted down from the foot of the rod, round 
one of the fhrouds, and over the fhip’s fide into the fea, 
would filently lead off the electrical fire, and fave the fthip 
from thunder in hot countries; and that by a fimilar method 
buildings might be preferved. But Dr. 14‘Fait is of opinion, 
from feveral experiments made with iron rods during a thun- 
der ftorm, that a more fimple and eafy way of protecting 
mafts and fpires from thunder, is to fix horizontally, on the 
higheft parts of them, a flat round piece of wood, of a foot 
diameter, or more, in order to prevent the electrical matter 
from fixing on them and accumulating. 

Our author is alfo of opinion, that the lightning and the 
aurora borealis are of the fame materials. For, he obferves, 
that in hot countries ftreamers are rarely feen, becaufe they are 
kindled into thunder and flafhes of lightning: that thunder 
difturbs the motion of the magnetic needle, and it has lately 
been found in Sweden, that ftreamers do the fame. Whence 
he concludes, that thunder, electricity, magnetifm, and the 
aurora borealis axe wonder fully related, 


VII. Some phenomena obfervable in fogcy weather, by the fame. 


In Mr. Bozguer’s account of his voyage to Peru, in order 
to meafure a degree at the equator, to determine that famous 
problem relating to the true figure of the earth, he tells us, 
that when they were upon the tops of the Cordilleras, they 
often faw their fhadows projected on the clouds beneath them ; 
and that the head was adorned with a glory, like that painted 
round the heads of faints in pi€tures; it was compofed of 
three or four concentric crowns of a very lively colour, and 
each with the fame varieties as a primary rainbow, the red 
being outward. ‘The intervals between thefe circles were equal, 
but the laft circle fainter; ‘ and,’ adds that ingenious writer, 
‘ at a diffance we faw a large white circle which environed 
‘ the whole. It was a kind of apotheofis to each fpeétator.’ 
The fame phenomenon, Dr. A/*Fait tell us, he has often ob- 
ferved, when he has afcended the mountains above the fog, 
where the fun, fhining, projected his fhadow on the mift. 


VIEL. The measures of Scotland compared with thofe of England. 
By James Gray. 

From feveral experiments made by Mr. Gray it appears, 

that the Scotch pint contains 103°, the wheat firlot 21977c%s 

and the bear firlot 2150,%% cubic inches: that the Scatch ounce 
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: 0 476 Troy grains, or four grains lefs than the Eng- 
Sn ome’ aie the Scotch foot is equal to 12,5, and the 
Scotch ell, according to the ftandard of Edinburgh, equal to 
37,7; Englifp inches: that the Scotch mile contains §952 Eng- 
lip feet, and the Scotch acre 5535 3x fquare feet. 


1X. A differtation on the fexes of plants, by Charles Alfton, 

M.D. king’s botanift in Scotland, fellow of the royal callege 

of phyficians, and profeffor of medicine and botany in the uni- 

verity of Edinburgh. 

There being a pamphlet, entitled, 4 difertation on botany, 
by the fame author, from whence this diflertation is extracted, 
the reader will hereafter find an account of it in our article 
relating to that pamphlet. 


X. Remarks on chemical folutions and precipitations, by Andrew 
Plumier, M. D. &e. 


The hiftory of chemical folutions and precipitations is very 
extenlive, and has, perhaps, never been purfucd with that at- 
tention and accurary the importance of it deferves. Indeed 
the many fingular and furprifing appearances obfervable in the 
actions ot menftruums and precipitants, feem to render an 
attempt to explain, in a fatisfactory manner, the caufes which 
produce thofe effects, almoft impoffible. But this fhould not 
deter us from purfuing theie enquiries; for they not only 
often lead to difcoveries of the utmoft importance to fociety, 
but it is by accumulating as many particular inftances as pof- 
fible, that we can ever hope to difcover the ultimate phytical 
caufe of fuch various effects, and the laws by which it acts in 
particular circumftances. 

The paper before us, which contains many ufeful obferva- 
tions on chemical folutions and precipitations, is conducted in 
the following manner: the author lays down his remarks by 
way of propofitions, and after each, mentions the facts or 
experiments which gave occafion to the remark, or which 
confirm or illuftrate the propofition. But as an extract from 
it, without inferting the experiments (which would extend 
this article too far) would be of little ufe, we muft refer the 
reader to the paper itfelf. 


XI. Experiments on neutral falts, compounded of different acid 
liquors, and alcaline falts, fixed and volatile. By the fame. 


This paper is a fupplement to the former, the author, when 
that paper was read, not having finifhed the neceflary expe- 
riments, 
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riments, and therefore could not confider them in their ful] 
extent, or have a juft view of all the confequences that might 
be drawn from them. 


XII. Experiments and obfervations upon the Hartfell paw, made 
at Moffat 1750; and an account of its medicinal virtues, fo 
far as they have hitherto been difcovered from experience, By 
William Horfeburgh, M. D. 


From the experiments of this gentleman it appears, that this 
{paw contains a principle. of iron which is volatile, and alfo an 
iron principle, which is fixed; an alcaline principle which is 
alfo fixed ; a very little fea-falt; fome portion of alum, and a 
very {mall quantity of earth. 

With regard to its ufe, Dr. Horfeburgh fays, that it has 
been found by experience to be of great fervice in Curing itchy, 
hot, tettarous eruptions, old obftinate ulcers and fores, inter- 
nally ufed, and externally applied: it is alfo of se ufe in 
diforders of the ftomach and bowels, in the bloody flux, bloody 
urine, fpitting of blood, immoderate flux of the menfes, ob- 
ftruction of the menfes, the fluor albus, gleet, rheumatic pains, 
in the firft ftage of confumptions, and even when they have 
been farther a theahey in preventing mifcarriages, and in re- 
ftoring health when the conftitution has been impaired by long 
illnefs. 


XIII. Of the various firength of lime-waters, by Robert Whytt, 
M. D. &e. 


Dr. Aljion having obferved, (in his differtation on lime-water, 
fee Review for Odfober, 1753) that quick-lime continued to 
cominunicate its virtue to water for a long time, imagined, that 
2s water can only be impregnated to a certain degree with 
quick-lime, fo this will happen equally, whether the quick- 
lime be frefh from the fire, or has had five hundred weight of 
water poured upon it before, provided the water be allowed 
time enough to extract the virtues of the lime. And he farther 
affirms, that the ftreneth of lime-water cannot be increafed by 
flaking new-made lime in it; becaufe the water can take up 
no more of the lime than it had before. Thefe conclufions 
being inconfiftent with what Dr. Wyte had before advanced*, 
he thought himfelf obliged to make farther experiments on this 
fubjeét ; from whence it evidently.appears, that-quick-lime, 
freth from the fire, will at firft impregnate water more ftrongly 
with ats virtues than afterwards: and alio, that the ftrength of 


* See his efiay on the virtues of lime-water, Review for Deces- 
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lime-water is very different, according: to the different quan- 
tities of water poured on quick-lime. 


XIV. Of the anthelmintic virtues of the root of the Indian pink, 
being. part of a@ letter from Dr. John Lining, phyjician at 
Charles-town, in South-Carolina, to Dr. Robert Whytt, 
profeffor of medicine in the univerfity of Edinburgh. 


From the account given us by this gentleman it appears, 
that the root of the Jndzan pink is a very efficaious remedy 
for the worms, and might, be of great fervice here, if properly 
introduced into practice. 


XV. The hiftary of a cure performed by barge dofes of an altera- 
tive mercurial medicine, communicated to Dr. Plummer, dy 


George Denniftoun, /urgeon, in Falkirk. 


In the firft volume of the 1 /edical Effays, Dr. Plummer has 
given the method of preparing this alterative mercurial medi- 
cine, which proved fo fucce(stul in the r markable cure related 
in this paper. ‘The patient had been twice falivated tor the 
cure of the venereal /ues, but without effect. After which Mr, 
Denniftoun ordered him to take three of thefe alterative mers, 
curial pills morning and evening, with a draught or the decoc- 
tion of the woods after each dofe, and to drink plentifully of 
the fame throug! the day. This courfe he regularly obferved 
for a month, but being tired with the tediou: courfe he had 
formerly undergone, anc defirous of having his difeafe termi- 
nate foon, either in death or recovery, he begged to have the 
dofe increafed, which Mr. Denni/to:.n complied with, ordering 
four morning and evening. nis not anfwering the patient’s 
expectations, and having opportunity to get the pills renewed 
when he pleafed, without the knowledge of the furgeon, he took 
twenty-four pills every day for the fpace of fix weeks; and, 
by this rath method, was entirely cured. Being thus free from 
his difeafe, he triumphed, as having alfo conquered the 
timorous caution of his phyficians. * Upon a calculation,’ 
adds Mr. Denniffoun, * | find he had taken ac. xiv. of the ai- 
¢ terative pills, which may contain about wre. iii. of {weet 
* mercury, from the sft day of December, 1739. to the rift of 
* May immediately thereafter ; but that he had taken unc. ix. 
€ (confequently above /erup. xv. of {weet mercury) within the 
* {pace of fix weeks, without intermiffion. And ever fince 
* he has enjoyed perfect health. From this accidental expe- 
* riment, 1 concejyed fuch a good opinion of thefe pills, that 

I have frequently ufed them fince, in many different cafes, 
* ang with muck fyccels.’ 
XVI. 4 
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XVI. A defiription of the feminal veffels, by Alexander Monro 
joes of medicine f the univerfity of Edinburgh, ’ 





XVII. The diffection of a woman with child ; and remarks om tid 
gravid uteri, by Dr. Donald Monro, phyfician in London, co 
XVIII. Additional obfervations on gravid uteri, by Alexander fp 
Monro, ftudent of medicine in the univerfity of Edinburgh, = 


We fhall not trouble the reader with any extract from thefe 
articles, as it would be very imperfect without the figures 
with which they are illuftrated. 


XIX. Of the difference between refpiration and the motion of the 
heart, in fleeping and waking perfons, by Robert Whytt, 
M. D. &c. 

Dr. Whytt, in this effay, has fhewn that the reafon why the 
motion of the heart is flower during fleep, than when we are 
awake, is either becaufe it is lefs ftimulated, or has acquired 
a lefs degree of fenfibility. He obferves, that in his Effay on 
the vital and other involuntary mations of animals* , he has fhewn, 


that the dilatation of the ventricles of the heart is owing to the , fer 
force of the refluent venous blood; thattheir contraction is liv 
produced by the fame blood acting upon them as a ftimulus; w 
and that the heart can only be affected by fimuli, fo far as to 
it is a fentient organ, 7.¢. endued with feeling. Whence,’ a 
fays he, ‘ it mutt follow, that the flownefs of the pullfe in ¥ 
* fleep, and indeed in every other cafe, can only arife from . 
© one or more of the following general caufes, wiz. 1. Adi- f 
* minution of the ftimulating quality of the blood. 2. Its flow . 
* return to the heart. Or, 3. A lefs degree of feniibility, or 
¢ aptitude for motion, in the heart itfelf,’ 


After examining particularly each of thefe four general cau- 
{es, he concludes, that in ordinary fleep the fenfrbility of the 
heart and lungs fuffer fo fmalla diminution, that their motions 
will be very little more affeéted by it, than they would be 
from the horizontal pofition, and reft of the body, and com- 
pofure of mind attending at. In the deeper fleep which fuc- 
ceeds great fatigue, the motions of the heart and lungs will be 
more obfervably altered. And, in the :moft profound fleep, 
occafioned by opium, or a morbid ftate of the brain, where a 
general infenfibility reigns over the whole body, the pulfe will 
become much more remarkably flow and full, and refpiration 
flower and deeper. | 


4 XX. Remarks on the intercoftal mufcles, by Alexander Monro, 
#LR.S. profeffor of anatomy in the univer fity of Edinburgh. 


* See an ample account of this work, Reziccv, vol. VI. 
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in this paper Mr. AZonre has applied Mr. Bayle’s demonftra- 
tion of the action of the internal intercoftal mufcles, to ac- 
count for the defect of the internal intercoftals between the 
{pine and the an le of the ribs; and for the deficiency of the 
external aieeiel, from where the ribs begin to turn up- 
wards to the fernum. 


XXI. The cure of a fractured tendo achillis, by the fame. 


This ingenious author having had the misfortune to break 
the tendo achillis of his left leg, has given us, in this article, a 
full hiftory $F all the particulars relating to the cure; and il- 
lufizated his account with figures of the bandages he made 
ule of, 


XXII. An account of the difeafe called Mill-reek, by the miners 
at Leed-hills, iz @ Jetter from James Wilfon, /urgeon, at 
Durrifdeer, to Alexander Monro, P. A. 


The mill-reek is a terrible difeafe caufed by the poifonous 
fmoak of melted lead; and confequently incident to all who 
live near works where that metal is fmelted, efpecially the 
workmen. The author has particularly confidered all fymp- 
toms attending every ftage of this diforder, and the methods of 
cure, which both his father and himfelf have long practifed 
with fuccefs. He has alfo laid down {everal precautions, 
which, he affures us, if carefully obferved, would defend per- 
fons from this difeafe ; or, at leaft, caufe them to have it very 
mildly. As thefe precautions may be of great ufe to all con- 
cerned in melting lead, as well as thofe who fmelt it from the 
ore, we fhall infert them for the fatisfaction of the reader, and 
with them conclude our account of this performance. 
< 1. No man ought to go to work fafting, and he ought to 
take oily or fat food: the Engl mill-men on this account 
hold much better out than our countrymen. A elafs of fweet 
oil pure, or mixed with a little agua vite, would bea good 
morning draught. 

“2. Phyfic fhould be taken fpring and harveft, and when- 
ever any effects of the reek are felt. 

* 3. Ardent fpirits ought to be drank very fparingly ; and 
* ought never to be taken in time of work at the mill, or im- 
* mediately after it. They increafe and fix the bad effects of 
* the leady fmoak. 

‘ 4. No mill-man, when heated by work, ought to go into 
* cold air; but to put on his cloaths immediately, and ré- 
* turn to his lodging, to change his working cloaths for others, 
| © and cool gradually, by which he would prevent catching 

* cold. In this article they are very carelefs, 
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« c, Immediately after coming from work, the alimefit 
© fhould be moftly liquid, as broths. 

« 6. Low and poor diet makes them more liable to be af: 
« fected, and lefs able to undergo a cure: thefe workmen ought 
* to feed on good meat. 

¢ 7, When their bufinefs can allow, they fhould go out of: 
© the reach of the reek, to breathe an untainted air, and tg 
© take victuals free from lead. ButI muft caution the labourers 
¢ at Legd-hills not to take long journeys: they are more hurt 
“ by travelling one day than by working two, B 


—_ 


— +i. 





Art. xxt. Guicciardini’s Hifory of Italy *, Vol, IL. 


“ONE fecond volume of this hiftory comprehends the tranf- 
a€tions of five years, from the latter end of 1495 to 1560 
inclufive. “Ihe inglorious return of Charles VIII; to Francé 
flattered the Italians with juft expectations of a lafting profs 
perity ; but, as our noble author obferves, © their deliverers, 
© blinded by ambitious views, which in the end proved hurt- 
ful to themfelves, infamoufly facrificed the public good to 
private intereft, ard inftead of confirming and eftablifhing, 
by their counfels and arms, the peaceable profpect they had 
procured, made ufe of their power to bring further calami-. 
ties on their country. Ambition, which would not fuffer 
thern to remain contented within their proper bounds, foon 
threw every thing again into confufion.’ — | 
We took notice in our account of the firft volume of this 
hiftory, that it was particularly ftipulated in the treaty Charles 
concluded with the Florentines, that without delay all their towns 
aud forts fhould be delivered up to them; and in the accom=- 
modation made with Lodovico, duke of Mfilan, it was agreed, 
tliat no ob/lruction fhould be made to the Florentines taking pof- 
feffion of their forts: however, this article was but ill obferved 
by all the contracting parties ; the reluctance of the Pijans 
to f.bmit to their old mafters, the republic of Florence, gave 
an opportunity to the French, who were left in poffeffion of 
the principal fortrefles there, to protraét the furrender of them; 
and when they were at laft obliged; by exprefs orders from 
their king, to give them up, itftead of obeying his commands 
to deliver them to the Florentines, they {urrendered them to 
the Pifais, who being unable to defend themfelves, were ob- 
liged to apply to other powers for protection. The Venetians 
and the duke of Adilan were equally inclined to give them the 
* See Aewiew for Fuly lait, p. 17. for the firft volume. 
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sfiftance they wanted, and at the fame time mutually afpired 
to annex the city of Pi/a to their refpective dominions. The 
Pifans having preferred the friendfhip and protection of the 
former, was no little difappointment to the latter, who had 
always made the fovereignty of that city a principal object of 
his attention: he therefore, after having tried feveral fruit- 
lef artifices to diffolve this confederacy, at Jaf openly joined 
the Florentines in their attempts to recover this part of their 
territories. ‘The intrigues of Ledovice, the efforts of the Fis- 
rentines to regain, and of the Pi/ans to defend their pofleffions, 
employ the greateft part of this volume. mess 

Among the various incidents that diftinguifh this bufy pe- 
riod, the cataftrophe of Giralomo Savanarola is not the leaft 
rematkable; this man was a Dominican friar, noted many 
years for his preaching at Florence, and in great repute, as well 
for the fingularity of his doétrines, as a fuppofed fanctity of 
manners: he had been confidered by pe as a prophet; fee- 
ing, at a time when Jtaly enjoyed the moft profound tranqui- 
lity, he had often mentioned in his fermons, that [ta/y would 
be invaded by foreign troops, whofe power would be irrefif- 
table; at the fame time aflerting, that his predictions were 
not the effect of human forefight, deep learning, or political 
obfervations, but purely of divine infpiration. His influence 
had alfo greatly contributed to change the form of government 
in Florence from an Ariftocracy to a Democracy. 

When the Fierentines were courted by the other /talian 
{lates, to enter into a confederacy with them, to oppofe any 
fecond attempt the French might undertake againft Jtaly, pre- 
parations for which were then publicly making in Baws, 
Savanarcla’s perfuafions prevailed to have all fuch propofals re- 
jected: he flattered them with hopes, and foretold im his dif- 
courfes, ‘ that the calamities of the republic would be turned 
* into profperity and increafe of dominion; denouncing at 
‘ the fame time terrible judgments to the court of Rome, and 
* to the reit of the Italian ftates.’ The preacher and his pre- 
dictions were defpifed by the more difcerning, yet the bulk 
of the people generally paid a great regard to all he faid, and 
amongft them not a few of the moft confiderable citizens ; in- 
fomuch, that his adherents were by far more numerous than 
his oppofers, whercby many of them were elected into the ma- 
giltracy, and other places of the greateft truft. 

towever, in 1498, a multitude of complaints againtt him 
having been carried to Rome, where he was accufed of hav- 
ing reproached, in his fermons, the condu& of that court and 
the vices of the clergy, he had been often fummened to 
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appear before the Pope, but had hitherto neglected giving hig 
holinefs that proof of his fubmiffion ; for which difobediencg 
he was at laft publicly excommunicated. ‘This fentence ob. 
lized him to refrain preaching for fome months, till finding 
his intereft decline by his filence, he, in open contempt of the 
pontifical authority, refumed ‘his funétion, * aflerting, that the 
‘ cenfures againft him were null, as contrary to the divine 
© will and the public welfare; and at the fame time inveighin 


« bitterly againft the Pope and the court of Rome.’ “This.oc- ~ 


cafioned frequent tumult, for his enemies, who daily gained 
ground of him, animated the ~ temey who, above all thin 

abhorred difobedience to the Pope; Alexander alfo thunder. 
ing out new briefs, and’ a to to interdict the city,’ the 
magiftrates commanded him to defift from preaching: never: 
thelefs, the friars of his convent continued to propagate his 
doétrines, which were oppofed by the religious of other orders, 
Thefe difputes were carried on with great heat, and excited 
fuch animofities, both in church and ftate, that at laft (fuch 
is the force of an enthufiaftic credulity) a Dominican and a 
Francifcan agreed to try, dy fire, the merits of their caufe, in 
the prefence of the whole city ; thereby to convince the world 
whether Savanarola was a true prophet or an impoffor. Now 
tho’ he had frequently infifted, that if it were neceffary, God 
would work a miracle in favour of his predictions, and con: 
duct him fafe through the flames of a burning pile; yet he was 
by no means pleated with the fo forward zeal of his Friar, and 
was contriving expedients to put off the experiment; while 
fuch of the citizens as were his enemies urged it vehemently, 
judging it a good opportunity to get rid of the incendiarv. On 
the day appointed, the two Friars, accompanied by the bro- 
therhocd of their refpective focieties, appeared in the great 
fquare before the palace; where were afiembled, not only the 
inhabitants of Florence, but alfo multitudes of people out of 
the country. Every thing was now ready, when the Fran- 
cifcaus, being informed that Savanarola had ordered his Friar 
to enter the fire with the facrament in his hand, took excep- 
tion; alledging, * that if the hoft was burnt, it would endan- 
‘ ger the authority of the chriftian faith, by affecting the 
* minds cf weak and ignorant people.’ But Sevanarola, who 
was himfelf prefent, infifting that the experiment fhould be 
fo performed, the trial was entirely fet afide. This greatly 
hurt Savanarela’s credit with the people, who the next day, 
on a cafual tumult, forced into the monaftry, feized Savana- 
rola, znd two other Friars, and carried them to the public 
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Savanarela was afterwards put to the queftion, but ina 
atle manner; and his examination and confeffion were, by 
the magiftracy, formed into a procefs, and ordered to be pub- 
lithed: he and the two friars were afterwards degraded with 
the ufual ceremonies, and delivered over to the fecular power, 
They were firtt hanged, and then burnt in the pretence of as 
great a multitude as had aflembled to fee the miraculous ex- 
iment of fire. 

The year 1496 was diftinguifhed by the death of Ferdr- 
nando, king of Naples, foon atter his prudence and fortitude 
had effectually expelled the French from his dominions. *¢ His 
‘ courage, magnanimity, and other princely accomplifhments,’ 
fays our author, ‘ as well as his victories, left a deep impref- 
‘ fion, not only in the hearts of his fubjects., but of all the 
© Jtalians’ Dying without iflue, he was fucceeded by his 
uncle Don Federigo. 

The 7th of April, 1498, was remarkable for the death of 
Charles Vit of France, who was fuddenly taken off, in the 
midft of his preparations for carrying into execution his darl- 
ing fcheme of fubjecting Jta/y: his fucceflor in that king- 
dom was the duke «f Orleans. It was not expected, that the 
new king, Lewis XII. would, at the commencement of his 
reign, intangle himfelf in 2 war on this fide of the moun- 
tains; neverthelefs, as he had not only the fame claim to the 
kingdom of Napiles.as his predeceflor had, but alfo pretended 
a patrimonial right to the dutchy of Ad/an, it was as little 
imagined, that he would continue long dormant. 

Accordingly, having entered into fuch alliances as were 
deemed neceflary for fecuring the repofe of his own kingdom, 
Lewis concluded a treaty with the Venetians (who were greatly 
difgufted with Ledovice, for having joined the Florentines in the 
reduction of Pi/a) whereby it was agreed, that * while the 
king, with a powerful army, entered the AZilanefe, the Ve- 
netians {hould do the fame from their frontiers: that as foon 
as the whole dutchy fhould fall a conqueft to their united 
arms, Cremona and its neighbourhood fhould be put into 
the poffeffion of the Venetians, the reft of the dutchy remain- 
ing to the king,’ . 
«© Thus,’ obferves our author, * heaven had decreed, that 
* the fame which Ledovico had kindled up in Pi/a, and was 
* continually feeding, fhould feize and deftroy its author ;’ for 
in Auguf? 1499 (a year remarkable alfo for an irruption of 
the Turks into the Venetian territories) the Milanefe was at- 
tacked on both fides, according to the aforefaid agreethent, 
with fuch fury by its enemies, and fo treacheroufly defended 
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by its own officers, that a few weeks completed the conqueft, 
and Ledovico with his brother were obliged to take refuge ay 
Infpruck. Lewis faw himfelf almoft unexpectedly poflefied of 
this rich dutchy, without fatigue or danger ; but as he could 
not infpire his new fubjects with a faithful difpofition towards 
him, in the beginning of the year 1500, they thought proper to 
8g ee return to their former allegiance, and recalled their former fo. 
vereign: whereby Lodovico re-poflefied himfelf of his dominions, 
with almoft as much eafe as he had been expelled from them, 
But Lodovico’s good fortune was fhort-liv’d ; as foon as the 
revolt of the Milanc/e was known in France, neceflary forces 
were difpatched for its reduction. Thofe forces prevailed, 
and Lodovico was betrayed by the Sw2/s,in whom he confided: 
they gave him up to Lewis, who committed him to the tower 
of Loches, * where he {pent the remainder of his life, which 
© was about ten years, in a narrow prifon, which,’ to ufe our 
author’s words, ‘ afforded room enough to hold the man whofe 
‘ thoughts and ambition all /ta/y was {carce fufficient to cir- 
* cumi{cribe.’ 

- Guicciardini, who is particularly diftinguifhed for his pecu- 
liar talent in defcribing the characters of men *, {peaks of this 
prince as excelling, ‘ in wit and eloquence, and poffeffed of 
* many other natural endowments; and might well deferve 

the appellation of gentle and merciful, had not the infamy 
of his nephew’s death fullied that part of his character. But 
on the other hand, it muft be confefled, that he was natu- 
rally vain, reftlefs, ever full of ambitious projects, made 
light of his promifes, or a breach of faith, and was fo con- 
ceited of his wifdom, that he could by no means endure to 
hear another commended for extraordinary prudence or fa- 
gacity; perfuading himfelf, that by his own art and ind 

he could dive into the thoughts, and penetrate the defigns of 

the moft able politicians, and bend them to his own pur- 

ofes.’ 

The confinement of Lodowico Sforza, who may not impro- 

perly be faid to have directed, for fome years, the politics of 

all /taly, was prefently fucceeded by that of his brother, Car- 
dinal Afcanio, who was treated with fomewhat more refpeét, 
and was committed to the fame prifon, where the king, who 
confined him, had himfelf been a prifoner for two years. ‘So 
* mutable and wretched is the condition of mortals, and fo 
* blind are we to future events, and the approaches of fate!’ 


* See Review, vol. X. page 406, TL . 
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Arr.xxit. 4 Supplement to the Englifh Univerfal Eiflory 
lately publifbed in London: containing hiftorical and chrono- 
logical differtations on the reigns of the kings of lirael and Ju- 
dah; with curious tables, tending to clear up the difficulties of 
that part of the facred writings; and obfervations on the At - 

_ gyptian biftory, being a free and candid enquiry into the an- 

_ prent accounts of that celebrated people. Alfo remarks and an- 

, notations on the Univerfal Hiftory, defigned as an improve- 

ment and illuftration of that work. The whole carefully 
tranflated from the original German of the eminent Dr. 
Baumgarten, profeffor and director of the theological feminary 
at the univer/fity of Hall, in Saxony. Volume the firft. 8vo. 
6s. Linde. 


HIS volume confifts of differtations, remarks, and an- 
notations on hiftorical and chronological fubjects, by 
different authors. The greateft part of them is written by 
Dr. Baumgarten, who appears to us to be a very learned and 
judicious writer. He undertook, we are told, from mere mo- 
tives of public fpirit, to fupervife the German tranflation of the 
Univerfal Hiftory, and to enrich it with notes of his own; 
which notes are here offered to the public feparately, fome of 
them being almoft as well connected as if they were a con- 
tinued difcourfe, and many of them being ufefu! and enter- 
taining, even without a reference to the paflages which they 
illuftrate. | 
The firft thing we are prefented with, is a fupplement to 
the preface of the Univerfal Hiftory, wherein the doétor en- 
ters into a full and elaborate difcuffion of a point which the 
learned authors of that work had omitted, viz. The nature and 
ufefulneis of hiftory in general. He fets out with a definition 
of hiftory, which according to the common and {tric fenfe of 
the word, we are told, is, @ true and well-grounded account o 
paft events; after this he goes on to examine the internal and 
external credibility of hiftory, and then proceeds to fhew the 
ufefulnefs of it, which he reduces to fix divifions. In the firft 
place he tells us, that there is an inviting agreeablenefs, a plea- 
{ure, and an entertainment in hiftory ; in the fecond, that it 
is the means of our acquaintance with a much greater and 
more remote part of the human race, than would be poffible 
without it; in the third, that it lays a foundation, not onl 
for general prudence, but for that particular kind which the 
crcumftances and fituation of each man require; in the fourth, 
that it is of eminent ufe in promoting virtue; in the fifth, thac 
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appear before the Pope, but had hitherto neglected giving hig 
holinefs that proof of his fubmiffion; for which difobediencg 
he was at laft publicly excommunicated. ‘This fentence ob. 
lized him to refrain preaching for fome months, till finding 
his intereft decline by his filence, he, in open contempt of the 
pontifical authority, refumed his function, ‘ afierting, that the 
‘ cenfures againft him were null, as contrary to the diving 
¢ will and the public welfare; and at the fame time inveighin 
© bitterly againft the Pope and the court of Rome.’ “This.ocs 
cafioned frequent tumult, for his enemies, who daily gained 
ground of him, animated the hme who, above all thi 
abhorred difobedience to the Pope; Alexander alfo thunder. 
ing out new briefs, and° tog es to interdict the city, the 
magiftrates commanded him to defift from preaching: never: 
thelefs, the friars of his convent continued to propagate his 
doétrines, which were oppofed by the religious of other orders, 
Thefe difputes were carried on with great heat, and excited 
fuch animofities, both in church and ftate, that at laft (fuch 
is the force of an enthufiaftic credulity) a Dominican anda 
Francifcan agreed to try, dy fire, the merits of their caufe, in 
the prefence of the whole city ; thereby to convince the world 
whether Savanarola was a true prophet or an impoffor. Now 
tho’ he had frequently infifted, that if it were neceffary, God 
would work a miracle in favour of his predi€tions, and con- 
duct him fafe through the flames of a burning pile; yet he was 
by no means pleated with the fo forward zeal of his Friar, and 
was contriving expedients to put off the experiment; while 
fuch of the citizens as were his enemies urged it vehemently, 
judging it a good opportunity to get rid of the incendiarv. On 
the day appointed, the two Friars, accompanied by the bro- 
therhood of their refpective focieties, appeared in the great 
fquare before the palace; where were afiembled, not only the 
inhabitants of Florence, but alfo multitudes of people out of 
the country. Every thing was now ready, when the Fran- 
cifcans, being informed that Savanarola had ordered his Friar 
to enter the fire with the facrament in his hand, took excep- 
tion; alledging, * that if the hoft was burnt, it would endan- 
‘ ger the authority of the chriftian faith, by affedting the 
* minds cf weak and ignorant people.’ But Savanarola, who 
was himiclf prefent, infifting that the experiment fhould be 
fo performed, the trial was entirely fet afide. This greatly 
hurt Savanarela’s credit with the people, who the next day, 
on a cafual tumult, forced into the monaftry, feized Savana- 
rola, znd two other Friars, and carried them to the public 
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Savanarola was afterwards put to the queftion, but ina 
ntle manner; and his examination and confeffion were, by 
the magiftracy, formed into a procefs, and ordered to be pub- 
lithed: he and the two friars were afterwards degraded with 
the ufual ceremonics, and delivered over to the fecular power, 
They were firft hanged, and then burnt in the pretence of as 
great a multitude as had aflembled to fee the miraculous ex- 
iment of fire. 

The year 1496 was diftinguifhed by the death of Ferdr- 
nando, king of Naples, {oon atter his prudence and fortitude 
had effectually expelled the French from his dominions. ¢ His 
‘ courage, magnanimity, and other princely accomplifhments,’ 
fays our author, ‘ as well as his victories, left a deep impref- 
‘ fion, not only in the hearts of his fubjects, but of all the 
‘ Jtahans.’ Dying without iffue, he was fucceeded by his 
uncle Don Federigo. 

The 7th of April, 1498, was remarkable for the death of 
Charles Cit. of France, who was fuddenly taken off, in the 
mid{t of his preparations for carrying into execution his darl- 
ing fcheme of fubjecting /ta/y: his fucceflor in that king- 
dom was the duke «f Orleans. It was not expected, that the 
new king, Lewis XII. would, at the commencement of his 
reign, intangle himfelf in 2 war on this fide of the moun- 
tains; neverthelefs, as he had not only the fame claim to the 
kingdom of Napks as his predeceflor had, but alfo pretended 
a patrimonial right to the dutchy of Ad:/an, it was as little 
imagined, that he would continue long dormant. 

Accordingly, having entered into fuch alliances as were 
deemed neceflary for fecuring the repofe of his own kingdom, 
Lewis concluded a treaty with the Venetians (who were greatly 
difgufted with Ledovico, for having joined the Florentines in the 
reduction of Pi/a) whereby it was agreed, that * while the 
* king, with a powerful army, entered the Adilanefe, the Ve- 
* netians fhould do the fame from their frontiers: that as foon 
* as the whole dutchy fhould fall a conqueft to their united 
‘ arms, Cremona and its neighbourhood fhould be put into 
© the pofleffion of the Venetians, the reft of the dutchy remain- 
* ing to the king,’ . 

«© Thus,’ obferves our author, ‘ heaven had decreed, that 
* the fame which Ledovico had kindled up in Pifa, and was 
* continually feeding, fhould feize and deftroy its author ;’ for 
in Auguft 1499 (a year remarkable alfo for an irruption of 
the Turks into the Venetian territories) the Adilanefe was at- 
tacked’on both fides, according to the aforefaid agreerhent, 
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by its own officers, that a few weeks completed the conqueff, 
and Ledovico with his brother were obliged to take refuge ay 
Infpruck. Lewis faw himfelf almoft unexpectedly poflefled of 
this rich dutchy, without fatigue or danger ; but as he could 
not infpire his new fubjects with a faithful difpofition towards 
him, in the beginning of the year 1500, they thought proper to 
ee return to their former allegiance, and recalled their former fo. 
vereign: whereby Lodovico re-poflefied himfelf of his dominions, 
with almoft as much eafe as he had been expelled from them, 

But Lodovico’s good fortune was fhort-liv’d ; as foon as the 
revolt of the Milancfe was known in France, neceflary forces 
were difpatched for its reduction. Thofe forces prevailed, 
and Lodovico was betrayed by the Sws/s,in whom he confided: 
they gave him up to Lewss, who committed him to the tower 
of Loches, * where he {pent the remainder of his life, which 
© was about ten years, in a narrow prifon, which,’ to ufe our 
author’s words, ‘ afforded room enough to hold the man whofe 
‘ thoughts and ambition all /ta/y was {carce fufficient to cir- 
* cum{cribe.’ 

Guicciardini, who is particularly diftinguifhed for his pecu- 

liar talent in defcribing the characters of men *, {peaks of this 
prince as excelling, ‘ in wit and eloquence, and poffeffed of 
* many other natural endowments; and might well deferve 
the appellation of gentle and merciful, had not the infamy 
of his nephew’s death fullied that part of his character. Bat 
on the other hand, it muft be confefled, that he was natu- 
rally vain, reftlefs, ever full of ambitious projeéts, made 
light of his promifes, or a breach of faith, and was fo con- 
ceited of his wifdom, that he could by no means endure to 
hear another commended for extraordinary prudence or fa- 
gacity; perfuading himfelf, that by his own art and ind 
he could dive into the thoughts, and penetrate the defigns of 
the moft able politicians, and bend them to his own pur- 
pofes.’ 
The confinement of Lodovico Sforza, who may not impro- 
perly be faid to have directed, for fome years, the politics of 
all /taly, was prefently fucceeded by that of his brother, Car- 
dinal Afcanio, who was treated with fomewhat more refpeét, 
and was committed to the fame prifon, where the king, who 
confined him, had himfelf been a prifoner for two years. ‘So 
* mutable and wretched is the condition of mortals, and fo 
* blind are we to future events, and the approaches of fate !’ 


* See Review, vol. X, page 406, TL , 
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_xxit. 4 Supplement to the Englifh Univerfal Hiftory, 
aici publfied Ete containing hifetodl end oh 
logical differtations on the reigns of the kings of lirael and Ju- 
dah; with curious tables, tending to clear up the difficulties of 
that part of the facred writings; and obfervations on the A.- 
. gyptian hiffory, being a free and candid enquiry into the ane 
tient accounts f that celebrated people. Alfo remarks and an- 
» notations on the Univerfal Hiftory, defigned as an improve- 
ment and illuftration of that work. The whole carefully 
tranflated from the original German of the eminent Dr. 
Baumgarten, profeffor and direétor of the theological feminary 
at the univerfity of Hall, in Saxony. Volume the firft, 8vo. 
6s. Linde. 


HIS volume confifts of differtations, remarks, and an- 
notations on hiftorical and chronological fubjects, by 
different authors. The greateft part of them is written by 
Dr. Baumgarten, who appears to us to be a very learned and 
judicious writer. He undertook, we are told, from mere mo- 
tives of public fpirit, to fupervife the German tranflation of the 
Univerfal Hiftory, and to enrich it with notes of his own; 
which notes are here offered to the public feparately, {ome of 
them being almoft as well connected as if they were a con- 
tinued difcourfe, and many of them being ufeful and enter- 
taining, even without a reference to the paflages which they 
illuftrate. : 
The firft thing we are prefented with, is 2 fupplement to 
the preface of the Univerfal Hiftory, wherein the doétor en- 
ters into a full and elaborate difcuffion of a point which the 
learned authors of that work had omitted, viz. The nature and 
ufefulneis of hiftory in general. He fets out with a definition 
of hiftory, which according to the common and {trict fenfe of 
the word, we are told, is, @ true and well-grounded account o 
ft events; after this he goes on to examine the internal and 
external credibility of hiftory, and then proceeds to fhew the 
ufefulnefs of it, which he reduces to fix divifions. In the firft 
place he tells us, that there is an inviting agreeablenefs, a plea- 
{ure, and an entertainment in hiftory ; in the fecond, that it 
is the means of our acquaintance with a much greater and 
more remote part of the human race, than would be poflible 
without it; in the third, that it lays a foundation, not onl 
for general prudence, but for that particular kind which the 
grcumftances and fituation of each man require; in the fourth, 
that it is of eminent ufe in promoting virtue; in the fifth, thac 
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it tends greatly to promote the knowledge and fervice of God, 
by which men are brought to true virtue and happinefs, in 
the enjoyment of the fupreme good; and in the fixth, thag 
every other fcience receives fuch benefit and advantage from 
hiftory, that no branch of learning can conveniently difpenfe 
with the ufe of it. After pointing out the advantages of 
hiftory, he confiders which is moft ufeful and neceflary, the 
knowledge of antient or modern hiftory, and in what order 
the ftudy fhould be profecuted: he concludes with refuting 
the feveral arguments that have been made ufe of to depreciate 
the ftudy of hiftory. sae st : 

After this fupplement follows a chronological differtation on 
the reigns of the kings of J/rael and ‘fudah, with chronolo- 

ical tables, by Ferdinand William Beers, who endeavours to 
sa that the difficulties attending this part of faered chrono~ 
logy may be all removed, by fuppofing fular years for ‘fudab 
and lunar years for I/rael. This hypothefis he appears tobe 
very fond of ; whether it is a fatisfaétory one er not, we thal} 
not take upon us to determine, nor fhall we detain our rea~ 
ders with an account of what he advances in fupport of it, but 
refer fuch of them as are fond of the fubject, to the differtation 
itfelf; wherein the author likewife attempts a clearer con~ 
nection of the Fewi/h hiftory, from the revolt of the ten tribess 
to Darius Hy/ta/pes, with profane hiftory. 

The next piece is intitled, Remarks on the £gyptian biftory 
in the firft part of the Univerfal Hiftory: it is written by Mr. 
Selmer, a German divine of confiderable learning, who treats 
his fubjeét in a clear and methodical, as well as candid ané 
modeft manner. The point he principally labours is, to 
fhew, that Manethe’s dynafties are fucceffive, and not col- 
Jateral ; of this he adduces four proofs, and endeavours to give 
a fatisfactory anfwer to the objections. He likewife makes 
fome obfervations on the feveral accounts of the Aigyptian' 
kings ftill extant, which may be of confiderabdle fervice to 
thofe who are defirous of confulting the original writers, in- 
ftead of contenting themfelves with accounts taken front 
them, which are generally fuperficial, or injudicious. 

After this follow Dr. Baumgarten’s remarks on the Univer- 
fal Hiftory, the nature of which does not admit of an ab. 
ftraét: they end with the Zgyptian hiftory. In an appen- 
dix the doctor examines the feveral opinions of thofe who. pre- 
tend, that Abraham's pofterity reigned in Agypt, What he 
has principally in view, is to fhew, that Zgypt was never fub- 
ject to the J/rachtes, and that none of that nation ever ruled 
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shete. The firft opinion he examines, is that of our coun- 
tryman, Morgan, who has attempted to prove from Manetho, 
that the J/raelites were thofe celebrated fhepherds of antiquity 
whos by various artifices, made themfelves mafters of the king- 
dom of Zgypt ; and, after a long and injurious poffeffion of 
the country, and an oppreffive courfe of government, were, 
by force, and with ignominy, driven out, and thence remov- 
ed-to Paleftine. The doctor appeals to fcripture, from whence 
Morgan pretends to have drawn his opinion, for a full confu- 
tation of it. 

He proceeds to examine the opinion of M. Boivin, an in- 
genious French writer; who fuppofes that the //raelites fpent 
four hundred and thirty years in Zgypt; that during the firft 
feventy-one years they led the life of fhepherds ; that after this 
they were fovereigns of the country for the fpace of two hun- 
dred and fifty-nine years, and thofe being expired, they were’ 
reduced, for the remaining ninety-nine years, to flavery, op 
preflion, and captivity. This opinion the doctor endeavours 
to confute, by fhewing, that the J/raelites did not fpend half 
the time in A ¢ypt that is pretended; and by obferving, that 
Mofes could sot ave pafied over in filence fo important a part 
of their hiftory, amid{t all the minute particulars he mentions 
of their conduct and adventures, 

The third opinion which he examines, is that of Mr. Facobd 
Koch, a German divine, who fuppotes Manethe’s fhepherds to have 
been //raektes; but that their kings were 4 gyptians, and that 
they were fucceeded by Nitocris, a woman of Fewi/h extrac- 
tion, who became a tyrant over A gypt, and, with the affiftance 
of the Hebrews, who were left behind in that country, fub- 
dued the £gyptians, and even compelled them to receive cir+ 
cumcifion. This opinion the door examines with great ex 
actnels, and offers feveral arguments to fhew on what a weak 
foundation it refts. He concludes with confidering the mif- 
takes of M. Fourmont, and Theophanes Cantabrigienfis, an ine 
genious writer againft AZorgan, upon this fubject. — 

__ We thall clofe this article with informing our readers, that 
if the public fhould receive any entertainment from this vos 
lume, or efteem it any improvement of the univerfal hiftory, 
to which it is offered as a fupplement, the editor will proceed 
to communicate more remarks, which are now in his hands; 


and we hear that the /¢cond volume is actually in the prefs, 
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Art. xxiit. Travels through different cities of Germany, Italy, 
Greece, and feveral parts of Afia, as far as the banks of the 
Euphrates. In a feries of letters. Containing an account 
what is mof? remarkable in their prefent ftate, as well as in 
their monuments of antiquity. By Alexander Drummond, ef; 
his majefty’s conful at Aleppo. Folio, 2). 2s. Strahan. 


N a tour already made and defcribed by feveral travels: 

lers, one would expect that Mr. Conful Drummond could 
find little new or curious to oblige us with: his accounts, 
however, amount to 311 pages, and are, upon the whole, nei- 
ther ftale nor trivial. If they are not fo entertaining to reas 
ders whofe attention mutt be kept up by rencounters, fhipwrecks,, 
and amours (moft of which never happened to fome travellets 
till they turned authors); thofe whofe tafte is more mafculige 
will with pleafure perceive fuch apparent veracity, fuch a fcru* 
pulous exactnefs in the defcription of places and things, all of 
which pafled under the author’s own infpeétion, as cannot fail 
to render his accounts agreeable, becaufe they are true. It was 
the conful’s unhappinefs, as a writer too nice to make ufe of 
other people’s obfervations, that that part of his route which 
would have filled his papers with articles of more popular’én- 
tertainment, the public was already acquainted with from other 
hands; and that the reft of his tour, in Greece and Afia, which 
has not been fo often gone over, fupplied him with materials, 
which thofe only of a particular capacity and tafte can relifh, 
His performance on this account may pafs into the fewer hands; 
thofe few, however, will not fail to do juftice to his merit. 

His ftile, in general, is free and eafy, as that of the epif- 
tolary kind ought to be; and frequently animated with fome 
{prightly turns, which one would not expect from a man fo 
much in years as the author reprefents himfelf to be. His ac- 
count of Cyprus is the ampleft and the beft we have; at leaft, 
it is the beft we have feen: he went over the whole ifland to 
make it complete. The many Greeé infcriptions he found in 
his purfuits, and which he has inferted in his work, induced 
him to oblige us with a Greek alphabet, in which the various 
characters, by which one and the fame letter is engraved in 
different infcriptions, are fet down: a work of great ule to 
antiquarians in this language. 

There are two appendices to the performance; one, a detail 
of all the places he paffed through in his whole tour, begin- 
ning at London, with their refpective diftances from each other. 
This is — by a thermometrical table, at Larnica, roy 
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Gyprus, from Fuly 1, 1745, to Fune 30, 1747. The obfer- 
vations are taken morning, noon, and night; but as we are 
not informed by whofe {cale the inftrument made ufe of wascon- 
ftruéted, we can affign no fervice that this table may be put to. 

Notwithftanding what we have mentioned above, the reader 
muft not go away with an opinion that the work before us is 
altogether dry, and void of entertainment: the following ex- 
traéts will induce him to think otherwife. 

At Pifa Mr. Drummond ‘ was introduced to J/. Cavagliere 
© Cecchi, a very polite-noble Pifan. This gentleman’ (fays 
the conful) ‘ I accompanied to three-nunneries, where I freely 
‘ converfed with the ladies, -one of whom had a great deal of 
‘ wit and vivacity. -She was about five and twenty years 
of age, very handfome, and, excepting the late queen of 
Sweden, had the moft beautiful hand I ever faw. When I 
talked of her confinement, which fruftrated the defign of her 
creation, and obferved, thac fhe was certainly deftined by 
nature to make fome worthy man happy, I perceived fhe was 
touched to the foul, tho’ fhe made no reply: but foon after, 
fhe made a fignal with her eye, in obedience to which I 
went to another parlour, and found her at the grate: there 
I refumed the fubje&t, and when I mentioned her being im- 


mured for ever, fhe fighed bitterly, and pt owned, “that, 
] 


could the fatal ftep fhe had taken be recalled, fhe would 
never fet foot within a convent.’ 
We find Mr. Drummond next at Florence, where * I had 
not been an hour,’ fays he, ‘ when I was honoured with a 
vifit by the earl of Eglinton, Lord Coots, Mr. Dawkins, Mr. 
Barnard,—c. who perfuaded me to drefs and accompan 
them to a converfazione at the houfe of Mr, A/an, the Bri- 
tifh refident, to whom I was introduced by my Lord £g- 
linton, Mr. Man is extremely polite ;—he lives in a fine 
palace. All the apartments on the ground-floor, which is 
cegaptly furnifhed, were lighted up, and the garden was a 
little epitome of Vaux-hall. Thefe converfazione refemble 
our card-aflemblies, and this was remarkably brilliant ; for 
all the married ladies of fafhion in Florence were prefent : 
yet were they as much inferior to the fair part of a Briti/b 
aflembly,—as a crew of female Laplanders are to the faireft 
dames of Florence. Excufe this fally, which is more warm 
than juft: for even this aflembly was not without a few 
lovely creatures. Some played at cards, fome pafled the 
time in converfation; others walked from place to place, 
and many retired, with their gallants, into gloomy corners, 
where they entertained each other, but in what manner I 
O 4 ‘ will 
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will not pretend to fay: tho’, if I may depend upon mj 
information, which, by the bye, was very good, their tale 
and mine would not at all agree. In a word, thefe coun. 
tries teem with more fingularities than I chufe to mention, 
The girls are caged up hike fo many birds: fo that when. 
ever they are enlarged by matrimony, which the foolith part 
of the world call, bondage, they are juft as wild as any part 
of the winged creation.— 

‘ They begin to covenant before-hand, in the marriage arti- 
cles, for indulgence; which is now increafed and grown 
into fuch an univerfal cuftom, that, on the day after 
marriaye, every lady chufes her cici/beo, whom fhe, accordin 
to her good pleafure, favours with all forts of freedom from 
morning till night; andthen the convenient animal, called huf- 
band, refumes his prerogative. Nor is he reftriéted to his own 
turtle, by the cuftom of the country; but generally ¢com- 
mences cici/beo to fome neighbour’s wife: for, as the chief 
aim of all matches in this place, is to preferve the antient 
family, and as the younger fons feldom marry, the hufbands 
leave their hens to chufe their own cocks ; rightly conclud- 
ing, that the women are more likely to be pregnant by men 
they love, than by thofe to whom they gave toeir hands 
merely for intereft and convenience,’ 

The con{ful has enlivened his performance with the follow- 


ing occurrences at Venice, of which he was eye-witnefs. 


‘ 
6 
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‘ The day being appointed for the nuptials of a young 
coupie, of two noble families, known by the names of Ber- 
nardi, ad Donna, I, who (as you very well know) am fond 
of novelties, repaired to the church of Sané?o Giorgio Mag- 
giore.—After a croud of nobles, in their ufual black rebes, 
had been fome time in attendance, the gondolas appearing, 
exhibited a fine fhew, tho’ all of them were painted of a fable 
hue, in confequence of a fumptuary law, which is very ne- 
ceflury in this place, to prevent an expence which many, 
who could not bear it, would incur; neverthelefs, the bar- 
carioli, or boatmen, were drefied in handfome liveries: the 
gondolas followed one another in a line, each carrying two 
ladies, who were likewife drefied in black, the’ excefhively 
rich in jewels: as they landed, they arranged themfelves in 
order, forming a lane from the gate to the great altar. At 
length, the bride, arrayed in white, as a fymbol of inno- 
cence, led by the bridefman, afcended the ftairs of the Jand- 
ing-place. There the received the compliments of the 
bridegroom, in his black tora, who walked on her nen 
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¢ hand to the altar, where they and all the company kneeled. 
¢ | was often afraid the poor young creature.would have funk 
‘ upon the ground before fhe arrived at the altar; for fhe 
‘ trembled with great agitation while fhe made her low cur- 
© tefies from fide to fide: howeyer, the ceremony was no 
« fooner performed, than fhe feemed to recover her {pirits, and 
¢ looked matrimony in the face with a determined {mile. In- 
¢ deed, in all appearance, fhe had nothing to fear from her 
‘ hufband, whole age and afpect were not at all formidable: 
¢ accordingly fhe tripped back to the gondola with frefh acti- 
¢ vity and refolution, and the proceffion ended as it began. 
¢ Tho’, as I have already obferved, there was fomething 
‘ attractive in this aquatic parade ; the black hue of the boats 
¢ and the company, prefented to a ftranger, like me, the idea 
¢ of a funeral, rather than the gaiety of a wedding. My ex- 
‘ pectation was raifed too high by the previous defcription of 
‘ the Italians, who are much given to hyperbole, who gave 
¢ me to underftand, that this proceffion would far exceed any 
¢ thing I had ever feen, When I reflect upon this rhodomon- 
* tade, I cannot help comparing in my memory, the paultry 
¢ proceffion of the Venetian marriage, with a truly augult oc- 
‘ currence, of which I was an eye-witnefs, in Sweden. A 
* Britifh {quadron, confifting of twenty-four fhips of the line, 
§ and {ix frigates, befides bomb-veffels, fire-fhips, tenders, &c. 
§ Jay at a little diftance from Dallercen, commanded by Sir 
§ John Norris, and two other inferior admirals, The king; 
§ queen, and all the noblefie, of Sweden, were invited to dine 
* on board of this fleet, and a good many Briti/b gentlemen 
* were difperfed among the different fhips, to entertain the 
‘ company, becaufe few of the captains could {peak any other 
$ Janguage than their own; and my ftation was on board the 
Hampton-court, Capt. Piercy.—aAll the barges of the fleet, 
with their crews, in white fhirts, ribbons, and black caps, 
lay at Count Falconberg’s houfe, where every one took was 
ter. Their majefties, Lord Carteret, and Sir Fobn Norris, 
embarked in Sir ‘fohn’s barge, and his captain fteered 
the boat as cockfwain, while their fuite went into the other 
barges, according to their feveral degrees of quality. No 
fogner was the queen’s boat put off, than the reft followed 
in a direct line, the furface of the water being as fmooth as 
a piece of polifhed glafs ; and upwards of three hundred oars 
played in it, with as uniform a motion as if all of them had 
* been actuated by one piece of clock-work. When their ma- 
€ jelties came along-fide of the admiral, nothing was feen aloft 
* but enfigns, jacks, ftreamers, and the heads of failors, who 
| © fa- 
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faluted them with three chears, as the queen fet her foo¢ 
upon the accommodation-ladder, or ftair-cafe, which, to- 
gether with the gang-ways to the quarter-deck, was lined 
with officers, or gentlemen-volunteers, finely drefled, with 
their fwords drawn for the protection of the royal guefts, 
The queen had not been many minutes upon deck, when, 
by her permiffion, each of the admirals fired a royal falute 
of ‘one and twenty guns, and every other fhip in the fleet 
fired fifteen. Nothing could be more terribly grand, than 
the effect of this compliment: for, as we lay environed by 
huge mountains, the found of the cannon was reverberate 
fo se and fo loud, as to confound and aftonifh the hearers, 
After dinner, the king and queen were conducted on fhore, 
with the fame attendance, and accompanied by the fame 
tremendous noife. But I afk pardon for this digreffion, and 
beg leave to return to Venice.— 

¢ —I one day went to St. Daniel’s church, to fee the young 
Donna Conteffa Emilia Benfon take the religious habit of an 
Auguftin nun, by the name of Maria Rofa, in the monaftry 
of that church.— 

‘ Tho’ I had been in a great many countries where the 
Roman catholic religion prevails, I never before had an op- 
portunity of feeing a nun take the veil. We placed our- 
felves near the altar, fo as that we fhould have a difting 
view of every thing that paffed, and had not long continued 
in that fituation, when the mufic, confifting of two and 
twenty performers, vocal and inftrumental, began an over- 
ture; after which the young lady entered the gate next the 
monaftry, which was at the further end of the church : near 
this place was a table for prayer, covered with crimfon vel- 
vet, and furnifhed with a chilicn of the fame, upon which 
fhe kneeled for a very little time; then, while an anthem 
was performing, fhe walked flowly up to the great altar, 
preceded by three priefts, two old nuns being on each fide, 
in a particular drefs, calculated for that purpofe, and fol 
lowed: by feveral perfons belonging to the church, one of 
whoni ‘carried the facred habit. She kneeled a little while 
at the altar, and, after having been afked by the prieft, if fhe 
came thither with a voluntary intention and defire of being 
wedded to Jefus Chrift, fhe removed to a place of prayer, 
covered with crimfon velvet, flowered with gold, that ftood 
upon the left fide of the altar, being {till accompanied by the 
four old nuns. She was dreffed with the utmoft gaiety, ina 
white tabby of a particular make, with an infinity of jewels 
in her hair, about her’neck, and upon her brealt. en 
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© the firft entered the church, I felt fome uneafinefs ; but, 
¢ during the flow, folemn proceffion to the altar, I was feized 
‘ with a moclanchovy compaffion, and fympathetic forrow. 
‘ She was young and handfome, with an appearance of {weet- 
< nefs and innocence much more agreeable than real beauty, 
© and walked with fuch compofure and refignation, that, had 
< fhe been really a victim deftined for the 5 augers I doubt if 
¢ Ffhould have felt more tendernefs and pity for the poor de- 
‘ Juded creature, more affliction for her unhappy fate, or more 
‘ inveteracy againft the authors of fuch a damnable inftitution. 
¢ Prieftcraft was certainly the origo mali, but the parents are 
© foci criminis; for their curfed pride will not permit their 
‘ ‘daughters to marry with merchants, however rich, and fel- 
¢ dom with ftrangers, even tho’ noble; and, that the gran- 
¢ deur of the family may be the better maintained, the younger 
¢ fons are not allowed to marry, except when there is no pro- 
‘ bability that the eldeft will have children; but they indulge 
‘ their lewd paffions by brecening priefts, cicifbei, and pimps, 
‘ while the poor girls are defrauded of their liberty, and thofe 
¢ innocent joys for which they are fo well adapted by nature. 

‘ The ceremony was hatefully tedious, but at length the 
‘ dear little victim came to the altar, accompanied by the 
‘ four hags, refembling the witches in Macbeth, with white 
‘ handkerchiefs upon their heads, which were thruft through 
‘ holes in pieces of black ftuff, which hung down upon the 
‘ breaft and back, and under which they wore gowns of 
* cream-coloured crape; there kneeling, fhe received the fa- 
* crament: after which they pinned a crown of thorns upon 
‘her head, put a crucifix (which fhe kiffed) in her right 
* hand, and in her left, a large, lighted, wax taper, both be- 
* ing adorned with red, white, and variegated rofes, in allu- 
* fion to the name fhe had affumed : then an anthem was per- 
* formed, while fhe walked with the fame folemnity to the 
* gate of the monaftry, (her habit being carried behind her) 
* attended by a great number of gentlemen and ladies, I my- 
‘ felf making part of the retinue: there fhe ftood fome time 
‘ knocking, until, the gate being opened, fhe was received by 
‘ the lady abbefs. Upon her admittance, the grated door was 
‘ fhut ; and fhe, amidft a proceffion of nuns, walked thr 
‘ the gallery into the hall of the convent, which is divided 
* from the body of the church by gilded grates, and was at 
* that time ftuck round with Po The lady abbefs was 
* feated in her abbatical chair of ftate, her crofier being held 
, by anun who ftood upon her right hand. Before this 

reverend female, the miftaken votary kneeled, while} the 
* offi- 
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officious hands of all prefent were employed in {tripping he, 
of all her gaudy ornaments, and putting on the confecrated 
habit. I was furprized at the tranquility that appeared jn 
her countenance, which was not at all altered, when fhe 
rofe to let her embroidered petticoat drop off, tho’ I believe 
fhe never had fuch an aflembly at her toilette before and 
fhe fmiled with feeming pleafure, when above her veil. the 
was again crowned with thorns.— The prieft exhorted her in 
a brief difcourfe, after which we went away, leaving the 
poor young enthufiaft to repent at leifure. For a year and 
a day her fate is not irretrievable ; but during that term of 
probation, they are fo affiduoufly carefled, that very few, if 
any of-them, are known to retract. 

¢ Tho’ I ftaid in this city longer than I could have wihhed, 
I was extremely well entertained with the fight of a regat. 
ta, which is a fort of rowing match, with boats of different 
kinds, not performed in any other part of the world, and 
very feldom here, on account, I fuppofe, of the vaft ex- 
pence to which it fubjects the young nobleile. This diver. 
fion feems to have taken its rife from a cuftom introduced 
by the doge Pietro Landi, in the year 1539. The ftates 
were always under the neceflity of having a great many gal- 
lies at fea, and they were often in want of rowers: to te 
medy this inconvenience, the fenate ordered four hundred of 
the lower, but robuft, citizens to be enrolled; thefe were 
obliged, four times a year, to man a number of gallies, and 
were taught to manage their oars in a particular manner, 
which was called regattere: a certain allowance being an- 
nually paid to them for this fervice, they became expert in 
rowing, valued themfelves upon their fkill and dexterity, 
practifed often, and the {tate never wanted a proper fupply 
of hands for their navy, this proving an admirable nuriery 
for thofe times. It was my good fortune to {ve four of thele 
regattee, the firft confifting of nine fkiffs, with one man 
and one oar in each; the fecond, of eight fkiffs, mannedin 
the fame manner; the third, of nine gondolas, with two 
men and two oars in each; and the fourth like the third, 

“ There is no difference between the gondola and what] 
call the fkiff, but the fize.—Particular dimenfions are affigned 
for each, and followed with the moft fcrupulous exadcnets; 
which dimenfions, before they ftart, are examined as nicely 
as the weight of our riders at Newmarket. The ftem, fterns 
and wafte, are bound, as it were, together, by a double 
rope twifted, and the fides are.furnifhed with crofs-beams.— 
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¢ I went with Meffieurs Guyon and Famineau, in their gon- 
‘dola, to the Metta del Sanéto Antonio, where | faw the firt 
<¢ meafured, draw lots for their places, and ftart. A rope was 
¢ ftretched acrofs that end of the Canal Grande, to which, at 
« proper diftances, nine fmall cords (each about ten fect long) 
« were made faft: the rowers, who ftand in the ftern, were 
¢ ranged along it, each having the end of the fmall cord un- 
« der his foot, which be flips upon the firing of a piftol, and 
‘ vives the firft ftroke. They were very foon out of our 
. fight, tho’ we followed as faft-as we could, and reached the 
‘turning poft time enough to fee it turned by the rowers of 
‘ the fecond race, for there was an interval of an hour be- 
‘tween the’ beginning of every regatta. The turning they 
‘ performed with inconcejvable dexterity, for they have na 
‘ rudder, or any thing to keep them in their courfe, but the 
‘expert management of their oar; yet they turned as clofe, 
© and loft as little way, as any race-horfe Lever faw. Then 
‘we went, upon Sir //iiam Stuart’s obliging invitation, ta 
‘a window hard by the Palazzo Fofcari, where a triumphal 
‘arch was erected, and the flags of victory delivered to the 
‘eonquerors: they are marked with gilt letters, firft, fecond, 
‘third, and fourth, on which laft is alfo painted a pig; and 
‘over and above the money, thofe rowers who obtain the 
‘ fourth prize of every regatta, receive likewile a live pig, 
‘whence the name of Porcello generally fticks to them ever 
‘after. “The courfe from Sanéo Antonio to La Croce, and back 
“to the Palazzo Fofcari, is about five Englifh miles ; and this 
‘I am told the fingle oars rowed in about fifty minutes, and 
* the laft of the two oars performed it in forty-five minutes, by 
* my watch; fo that their velocity is almoft incredible.— 
© The Canal Grande, including the windings, extends to 
about five miles in length: the houfes on each fide are al- 
moft all palaces, every ftory or floor is furnifhed with a hal- 
cony; all thefe, together with the windows, were hun 
with tapeftry or velvet, and fo crouded with people, that 
every other part of the city was left in a manner quite de- 
folate: — 
“ So here earth and fea feemed to vie with each other, in 
exhibiting the moft numerous and the moft beautiful appea- 
rance. I own, a great many people differed from me in 
opinion, and gave it in favour of the watry element, on 
account of the glaring figure made by the barges belon ing 
to the gay young noblemen: they were covered from fens 
to ftern with filks of different colours, laced with gold or 
‘ filver, or both ; the liveries of their boatmen were of the 
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* fame ftuff, and thefe coverings being fcolloped, fringed ang 
* toflelled, hung over the fides. A few gondolas were rowed 
by four, fome by fix, but the greateft number by eight oars, 
which were gilt or filvered; on the ftems and fterns. were 
erected large plumes, painted like the liveries, which were 
of fuch colours as were moft agreeable to the epee mif. 
trefles of the young gentlemen; while others had nothing 
but tinfel made up in the form of plumes, which had ay 
pretty dazzling effect when the fun fhone upon them. . One 
boat of eight oars decked in this manner, with liveries of 
green and gold interwoven, charmed the eyes of every body, 
and mine among the reft ; but I never could obtain a fecond 
fight of it. Cobh enquiry, I found it belonged to Signor 
Morofini, who changes his whole equipage cnet) Saas 
a very fimple piece of extravagance, as all thefe finertes are 
the perquifite of the boatman for the labour of the day ;. and 
I am well affured, that the foppery on this occafion willcoft 
thofe youngfters from five hundred to two thoufand zequins; 
that is, from about two hundred and fifty pounds, to one 
thoufand pounds. The young fellows lie in the bows ofthe 
barges, being provided with crofs-bows, and gilt bafkets full 
of earthen balls, which they fhoot at thofe who, continui 
too long in the open paflage, may hinder or obftruét the 
prize-rowers. Thefe balls were formerly of lead, and did 
abundance of mifchief, fo that they were forbid; but even 
thofe of clay, which are now in ufe, will knock a rower 
down.—According to the beft information I could obtain, 
there were about twenty thoufand barges or yauls of differ- 
ent kinds upon the water, a great number of which were 
moft aibippilicenly slejaod — ovsdhieetion all this pomp 
of pageantry, I preferred the land-fhew, which compres 
hended all the beauties of the fair-fex.’ ) 
_ In contraft to this fpecimen of Venetian grandeur and ele 
gance upon public occafions, we think no place more proper 
than this, to exhibit (from our author) one in the Turki 
tafte. It is no lefs than the public entry of a pacha, of great 
eminence and reputation, frefh from a victory over the Ger 
mans, into a city fo confiderable as Smyrna. No fooner was 
our author informed of the opportunity to fee a nobleman fo 
famous as Egan Mamet, in the midft of his eaftern grandeur, 
but he provided a convenient fituation to gratify his curiofity. 
He had heard and read fo much of the Turki/h pomp and mag- 
nificence, that he expected to behold fomething more fu- 
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« Firft, a parcel of raggamuffins moved confufedly along ; 
¢ then, a mixture or mob of bageage, mules, and horfes, 
‘ with a few ill-cloathed, party-coloured {pahi; for neither 
© horfe nor foot are uniform in their drefs, and their horfes 
© are of various fize and colour: fome ftandards and officers 
© of diftinction appeared here and there in the croud: then 
© came our Smyrna muflalem, or governor, followed by our 
©'ferdar or commandant: at fome confiderable diftance from 
¢ this laft, rode our cadi, or judge in criminal matters; after 
‘him moved the fervants and fumpter-horfes, poorly capari- 
‘ foned ; and I may venture to fay, that there were not three 
‘ fine horfes in the whole cavalcade: a couple of tu, or horfe- 
‘ tails, preceded the pacha, with fome /e or meflengers, who 
‘ proclaimed his coming, and pronounced a prayer for his fuc- 
¢ cefsin all his undertakings: fome dirty fellows, called kickge, 
¢ in leathern coats, carrying water-buckets, graced the entry ; 
* and indeed they were the only perfons drefied in character. 
‘ At length, his old withered phyfiognomy appeared, in the 
« midft of eight fturdy footmen, four being on each fide, 
* cloathed in {carlet. Thele, if you pleafe, we fhall call beef- 
* eaters, as they had not the air of being ftarved: and three 
* others on each fide, indifferently drefled, walked with their 
* hands upon his horfe. 

‘ Next to his excellency rode his fircatibe, or fecretary, who 
* was likewife attended by fome fort of guard, and four fel- 
* lows with their hands on his horfe. ‘Then advanced their 
© mufic, tho’ never was word fo mifapplied : from the fcreech- 
* ing of an owl, the braying of an afs, the lowing of a camel, 
* or the caterwawling of a cat, fome mufical notes may pof- 
* fibly be extracted: but nothing more hideous can be con- 
* ceived than the horrid founds of their inftruments, efpecially 
* as they were compounded. Thefe confifted of a zurnau, 
* or pipe, about eighteen inches in length, fwelled towards 
* the extremity ; nagara, or little kettle-drums, no larger than 
* acommon pewter plate; brafs plates, which they call zel, 
* or cymbals, which a fellow gingled together; a burie, being 
* an ugly imitation of a trumpet ; and downie, or large drumsy 
* of which the performers beat the heads with a little fhort 
* club, having a great round knob at the end, at the fame 
* time they tickled the bottom with a long {mall ftick. Thefe 
* noify companions were followed a fort of horfe-litter, 
* fopha, or tartaravan, in which fat the pacha’s young fon, a 
* pretty little boy ; at laft, the proceflion was clofed by ten 
‘ or a dozen people, feemingly officers of diftinCtion, who 
* were attended by another party of the mobifh a's 
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* In fhort, about one hundred baggage-horfes, twenty furmps 
« ter-horfes, in all from feven to eight hundred, compofed the 
* cavalcade, which was, indeed, the moft extraordina 
¢ Thadever feen. Any perfon might have obferved a pitify 
‘© effort towards pomp and regularity, while a paultry mean. 
nefs and fhameful confufion appeared through the whole, 
fo that it looked like a mock pageantry, rather than a pa. 
rade of ftate, I am pleafed, however, that I faw the pro: 
cefon, which confirms me in the opinion, that travellers 
generally exaggerate in recounting what they have feen 
abroad, and endeavour by hyperboles to captivate the ad. 
miration of thofe who ftay at home, in order to enhance the 
merit of their own peregrinations.’ . 
As we are now in Turkey, a country fo delicate in regard to 
women, we cannot part with our author, who has entertains 
ed us fo well about the ladies of /ta/y, without making free 
with his obfervations on thofe of the Levant: efpectally as a 
lucky accident favoured him with an opportunity of knowing 
more of thefe fair reclufes than, poffibly, any European before 
him, whofe account may be depended upon, ) 
It feems then, that in Ady, 1746, part of the harem, of 
ladies belonging to the feraglio of the pacha of Aleppo, arrived 
in a fhip from Rhodes, at Cyprus, in their paflage to Alexan 
@retta, and from thence to Aleppo, the refidence of their lord, 
At that time the Diamond and Leo/ffaff, two of our men of 
war, were cruifing in thofe feas againit the French, to theit 
great confternation and prejudice. This polite people, the 
fame in Turkey as elfewhere, reprefented to the pacha of Cyprus; 
that the ladies of his excellency at Adeppo were under the 
greateft danger of mal-treatment by the Briti/b fhips. Delis 
cate as the Zurks are about the chattity of their females, theit 
apprehenfions were fo raifed by this infinuation, that the Gy 
priot pacha could not fee into the improbability that the Eng 
4jh would attempt fo daring an affront to the porte, with 
whom we had no quarrel, and which might inftantly revenge 
itfelf upon all our factories in that part of the world, - Thole 
of Cyprus and Aleppo, the former efpecially, would have beert 
— emburrafled upon this very fufpicion, had not Mn 
akeman, our conful at Cyprus, directly hit upon the follow- 
ing expedient. He perfuaded our author, at that time upon 
the fpot, to undertake the convoy of thefe ladies to theif 
deftined port. ‘This was complied with by Mr. Drumsund; 
and a meflage in form was fent to the pacha by the coplul, 
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of his countrymen fo great, ¢ that a gentleman of his nation 
‘ who was acquainted with the captains of the men of war, 
© fhould embatk in the veflel for dlexandretta; and, in cate 
‘ it fhould be ftopt by any Britih fhip, reprefent.to the cap- 
‘ tain, that the ladies and equipage belonged to. the vifier 
‘ pacha of Aleppo; and that his excellency of Cyprus was 
¢ pleafed to defire they might be civilly treated: upon which 
‘ reprefentation, he would venture to fay, that no outrage or 
‘ affront would be offered to any fubjeét of the Grand Signior ; 
‘ but, on the contrary, he had reafon to believe the fhip 
¢ would be fafely convoyed to her intended port.’ His ex- 
cellency was extremely pleafed with this compliment ; and 
thus the French were baffled, and two noblemen of great weight 
in thofe parts, at once laid under obligations to the Engli/h. 

In confequence, our author, furnifhed with letters, from the 
pacha and the contul, to his excellency at Aleppo, embarked in 
the night with his fair charge, and, after a few hours fail, 
rendered them fafe at Alexandretta. 

_* During this paflage,’ fays Mr. Drummond,, ‘ feveral little 
¢ civilities pafied between the Harem Khya and your humble 
‘fervant; but the poor girls were cooped up in the cabbin 
below, and no perfon had accefs to them but a black eu- 
¢ nuch and a little white boy, who had loft his nofe, and 
was otherwife very difagreeable to the view. ‘The pacha 
had infifted upon the ladies being lodged in .the company’s 
houfe, which is worth almoft all the others in Scanderoon.— 
Accordingly, when we went afhore, the Harem Khya viewed 
every apartment, and chofe that which was moff retired. 
Through the middle of the houfe is a pretty broad paflage, 
like a gallery, which affords an agreeable cool walk, there 
being a door at each end, The ufe of this thoroughfare 
was demanded by the ladies ; fo that, as our.chambers were 
detached from it, we were obliged to give notice to the 
black or deformed keeper, whenever we wanted to go out 
or come in, that the women might have time to retire: yet, 
notwithftanding this excefs of care, we frequently procured 
a fight of thefe pretty prifoners ; for the dear, little, playful 
creatures, were at leaft as curious to fee us, as we were 
eager to look upon them. ‘They generally diverted them- 
felves in the gallery, fkipping, frifking, and dancing, like 
fo many wanton kittens: and when the black animal was 
out of the way, the owl-faced deputy allowed our door to 
ftand a-jar, fo that we fometimes enjoyed a peep; and at 
other times they would gaze at us, tho’ neither they nor we 
* pretended to take the leaft notice of each other. The 
Vor. XI, p ‘ fa- 
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© fafhion of their difhabille was inviting; one wench was 
¢ very tolerable, another exquifitely beautiful: fhe was 4 
‘ chriftian, about eighteen years of age, and had coft the 
‘© vifier Khur Achmet Pacha, a great fum of money; all the 
‘ others were of a very ordinary appearance. | 

© I own the fpirit of Quixoti/m fo far pofleffed me, that 
could not help wifhing it had been in my power to deliver 
thofe diftrefled damfels from the worft of all flavery ; for 
they mutt be caged up for life : and, if they would avoid the 
moft inhuman ufage, employ their whole time and ftudy in 
provoking and affifting the impotent paffions of a decayed, 
‘ fquinting, ugly old letcher.’ 

Notwithftanding all this, and tho’ the ladies of Turkey 
know what treatment they are to expect, our author, in ano- 
ther part of his travels, tells us, that, ¢ a Turki/h lady will 
‘ pretend that fhe is happy in her lot, that her joys are com- 
‘ plete, are inexpreffible, and that fhe looks upon the free. 
¢ dom of our women with horror and deteftation. Such at 
© Jeaft Lady Mary Wortley Montague tells us were the profe(- 
¢ fions of a Turkifh lady, with whom fhe cultivated an ac. 
¢ quaintance and friendfhip at Con/fantinople; tho’ I am fo 
¢ uncharitable as to believe, that her tongue was at variance 
¢ with her heart: for numberlefs inftances might be pro- 
‘ duced to prove, that thefe eaftern ladies envy that freedom 
¢ which they affect to decry ; and that, were they poffeffed of 
 fuch liberty, they would ufe it to the beft advantage.’ 

As our extraéts have run fo much upon the fubject of fe- 
male beauty, and the treatment it meets with in different 
places, we fhould be inexcufable to our fair readers, whether 
male or female, who cannot but have learnt from our Englih 
tranflaiions of the antient poets, that Cyprus, where our au- 
thor fpent fo much of his time, was facred to the queen of love 
and beauty, did not we lay before them Mr. Drummona’s report 
of the Jadies of that celebrated ifland, as he found them a few 
years ago, The conful, indeed, gives us little upon the fubject, 
for which he apologizes by confefling, that his days of gal- 
Jantry are now over, and that he has little conneétion 
with the fair fex. What he fays of Grecian beauty in its 
modern ftate, is as follows: © The Franc, or European \adies 
[fuch, we are to underftand, as belong to the factories in Cyprus} 
* drefs in the Grecian mode, which is wantonly fuperb; tho’, 
© in my opinion, not fo agrecable as our own. Yet the or- 
* naments of the head are graceful and noble; and when lL 
© have feen fome pretty women of condition fitting upon 2 
‘ divan, this part of their drefs has ftruck my imagination with 
¢ the 
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t the ideas of Hien, Andromache, and other beauties of anti- 
t quity; infpiring me with a diftant awe, while the reft of 
‘ their attire invited me to a nearer approach. 

‘ The Greeé women are, by fome, thought beautiful, tho’ 
they do not pleafe my tafte: but all agree, that they inherit 
the libertinifm of their anceftors. Money will purchafe the 
laft favour from any individual; fdr, notwithftanding the 
natural heat of their conftitutions, they are fhamefully mer- 
cenary; and foie of the hufbands fo indifferent about the 
chattity of their wives, that it is not uncommon for aman ta 
marry 8 womens merely becatife he knows fhe is admired by 
fome perfon, who; #s the phrafe is, will bleed freely. Yet they 
are very apt to run into extremes; for others keep their 
wives in fuch referve; that the ptor creatures are hardly 
allowed to goto church: where, in fuch cafes, the affigna- 
tions are made.’ . | Mic? 

By thefe extracts the public will perceive the work before us 
isnot without Its entertainment: we promi(fe thei it is not with- 
out its inftruction, We mutt alfo take upon ts to fay, that the 
punctuation, fo neteflary to read an author with perfpicuity 
and pleafure, is thore correct than that of moft pieces that go 
through our hands. ‘The prints are not extraordinary. 
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Arr. xxiv. Philofophical Tranfaftions, giving fore account of 
the préfent undertakings, frudies, and labours of thé ingemious, 
in many confiderable parts of the world: Vol: RLVIU. Part I. 
For the year 1753. to. 75. fewed. Davis. 


INCE the late regulations * under which the royal fociety 

of London have determined to publifh their tranfactiona; 

the labours of that Jearned and ufeful body will furnith little 
matter for the cavils of thofe who feem to have wrote againft 
it, perhaps for no other reafon than becaufe they have not the 
honour to belong toat. It is very eafy to make many fubjects; 
that fall under the infpeétion of the fociety, appear, to people , 
of no great depth, as trivial and contemptible, which dt the 
fame time, confequentially, are introductive to very impor- 
tant difcoveries in artand nature. ‘There is no doubt, but 
that thefe gentlemen would have made themmfelves very merry 
to have feen a mathematician of great gravity looking at ob- 
jects through a double pair of fpeétacles, among a parcel of 
children, whom he found engaged in fuch an amufement. 
No doubt the royal fociety of that days had there been any, 


* See Review, vol. IX, p. 37. ) 
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would have been feverely lafhed, fhould they have inferteg 
his obfervations upon the /peéfacles among thcir tranfactions. 
but their aflurance muft have been uncommon, if their mirth 
had continued, after this trivial incident had produced g 
‘TELESCOPE. | 

We ourfelves were prefent, fome few ycars ago, at a meet. 
ing of the fociety, when a paper model of a cell in an honey. 
comb was produced, which had been fent by that great orna. 
ment to mathematical knowledge, the late Profeflor Af‘Lay, 
rin. Several /rrangers, introduced by fome of the fellows 
(who are allowed to bring their friends occafionally) began 
to difcover in their faces a mixture of mirth and contempt, a 
feeing an object fo trivial, which had been tranfmitted as fay 
as from Scotland. But when the profeflor’s treatife, which ac. 
companied the madel, had demonttrated, that it was beyond 
all mathematical power to aflign another figure that would 
compofe an equal number of cells in the fame given fpace, 
their tittering gave place to filent confufion and aftonifhment: 
and the Great CREATOR, from this little piece of modelled 
paper, received the honour due to his immenfe wifdom, 
which had infufed into the little architects of the honey-com) 
a kind of knowledge more than human. 

SHould any member of this learned body produce an im- 
provement in the conftruction of fo common a culinary uten- 
fil, as a pair of bellows, how heartily would he be laughed at 
for his pains by theie fuperficial critics! and the focietytoo, 
had they paid attention to his communication. But fhould 
this improvement be adapted to thofe larger machines of ‘the 
fame kind, without which, many of our capital works cannot 
be carried on; fhould it be found, that it faved time, fuel, 
and labour, and confequently turned out a confiderable annual 
advantaze to the nation, the philofophical bellows-maker would 
to longer be ari object of ridicule; intitled, as he would ftand, 
to the honour and reward of his ingenuity. 

But to do further juftice to this re/pectable body; it is im- 
poflible, in the nature of things, that the importance of feve- 
fal of their communications fhould appear at once. The 
hints ‘of one year, may the next be carried on to experiments; 
and thofe experiments gradually open either a new, or an im- 
proved field of natural knowledge. ‘The defign of the fociety 
is to incité the learned, in all parts of the world, to improve 
tpon tlieir labours, to correct them where neceflary ; in fhort, 
to make what ufe of ‘them they pleafe; fo that natural and 
mathematical knowledge may but be pronioted : and he that 
will take upon him to aver, that the royal fociety of London 
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have not made the nobleft contributions to the advancement 
of thefe moft ufeful fciences, muft have more hardinefs than 
either modefty or learning. He muft utterly have forgot that 
there ever exifted among them, a BoyLe, aRay, or (tlle / o! 
Newton! Quot Ariftoteles!) the greateft philofopher the 
world ever did, or, it is to be feared, ever will fee. 

We thought it neceflary, once for all, thus publicly to ac- 
knowledge the refpectable lights in which we look upon the 
Tranfactions in general: nor do we think it neceflary to make 
any apology to our readers for doing fo. 

The volume of the laft year’s Tranfaétions, now before us, 
contains many topics of moment; many entertaining ; and 
all of them inftructive. From a collection of this kind it is 
difficult to extract, fo as to do credit to cur own judgment in 
the choice: we produce the following, not as the moft ex- 
cellent, poffibly, but as fuch as may fuit the different taftes 
of our readers. 


© Extraft of a letter from Signor Camillo Paderni, to Dr. Mead, 
© concerning the antiquities dug up from the antient Hercula- 
*neum, dated from Naples, Nov. 18,1752. Tranflated 
§ from the Italian, 
© Read Feb. 8, 1753, 


‘ The things of which I have the charge, are many and 
* extraordinary, confifting of 

‘ Metals ; that is, bronzes, filver and gold of all kinds, of 
§ excellent workmanhfhip. 

* Beautiful cameo’s and intaglio’s, 

© Glafs of all forts, 

‘ Various productions of the earth; fuch as, grain, beans, 


* figs, dates, nuts, piftachio’s, almonds, rice, bread, 


* Colours for painting, 7 

* Medicines, in pills and other forms, with their marks, 

* A phial of oil. 

* Gold lace, perfectly well preferved, and extremely curi- 
* ous, on account of its being made with mafly gold, {pun 
* out, without any filk, or other yarn. 

* Soap, bran, and a varietyof other things, which it were 
* tedious here to enumerate; but there will be a relation of 
* the whole publifhed, which I fhall immediately fend to you; 
* as I-hope you have received the book of Monfeigneur Ba- 
* yardi, already fent, altho’ of little fignificance *, 


~4 * « . 
* _ The words in the original are, ‘* Come pero che avera rice- 
wuto i] libro de Monf. Bajardi inviatooli a benche non Jerva,” 
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¢ It is not a month ago, that there have been found 
volumes of papirus, But turned to a fort of charcoal. 
brittle, that, being touched, it falls readily into afhes. Ne. 
verthelefs, by his majefty’s orders, I have made many trials 
to open them, but all to no purpofe; excepting fome words*, 
which I have picked out entire, where there are divers pits, 
by which it appears in what manner the whole was written, 
The form of the charaéters, mide with a very black ting, 
€ ture, that overcomes the darknefs of the charcoal, I thal] 
¢ here, to oblige you, intimate in two fhort lines ; my fide. 
€ lity to the king not permitting me to fend you any more,’ 

For this fpecimen, we muft refer our readers to the Trgnj, 
actions themfelves. 

¢ This is the fize and fhape of the characters. In this bit 
¢ there are eight lines. Theie are other bits, with many othe; 
¢ words; which are all preferved in order for their publi 
¢ cation. 

¢ There have been found likewife very lately three beaut}. 
© ful ftatues of marble, and one of them excelient: fix heads 
¢ of bronze, of which there is one that gives hopes of findi 
¢ the ftatue it belongs to. It is a young Hercules, of a kind 
* of work that has no fellow in the way of metal, having the 
¢ hair finifhed in a furprifing manner. Likewife feveral little 
* figures of metal; a fiftrum yery neat and well prefetved; 
* and there is not a day pafles, in which they do not bring ta 
¢ me fome curiofities newly found.’ - 

From this letter it appears, that the curjofity of the learned 
was not improperly raifed, upon the firft dilcovery of Herc 
laneum. Every one knows, that the Reman delicacy fpared 
for no expence in adorning their villas with every thing that 
might contribute to the grandeur and elegance of their retire 
ment. All thefe ftatues, paintings, books, jewels, plate, 
money, &c. went down at once, at the dreadful earthquake 
by which Herculaneum fell; and are fafely lodged in the bowels 
of the earth, till time and labour fhall extract them, to adorn 
the palaces of the prefent, or fome future, king of Naples. 

But, unhappily for the ftate of /etters, we have the mortif- 
cation to find, as above, that the manu/cripts, the repost of 
whofe difcovery had led us to hope for @ Jarge addition to the 
works we already have of that learned people, axe reduced to 
acondition, of which we can make little, if any, advantage’ 
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* «The tranflator fufpects an inaccuracy here in the original, and 
‘ that he meant “‘ excepting fome bits, which I have picked out el- 
“* tire, where there are feveral words, &<.”’ | 
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May fome future fearches produce others, which a lucky fitua- 
tion may have more happily preferved ! 


An account of a treatife Paks c:inn to the royal fociety, entitled, 
Flora Sibirica, five hiftoria plantarum Sibiriz, tomus fecun- 
dus, extracted and tranflated from the Latin of Profejfor 
Gmelin, 4y W. Watfon, F. &. 8. 


This account being itfelf an extract, we muft-beg leave of 
the ingenious Mr. /Vat/on to make ufe of his own words, in 
fuch parts of it as we fhall produce to our readers. The 
whole, indeed, would enrich the Review, but it is too Jong 
for a monthly pamphlet of fuch fize as ours. We thall begin 
at that part of the account, where Mr. /Vat/on delivers himielf 
as follows: 


© Read April 12, 1753. 

‘ The great end of our knowledge in plants fhould be the 
‘ inveftigation of their propertics; and to this we are fre- 
¢ quently obliged to be led, by the application of them among 
‘ the people where they are produced. In perufing therefore 
¢ the Flora Sibirica, I have feleéted a few obfervations of this 
¢ kind, which J think not improper to lay before the fociety. 

‘ The venereal difeafe has made no inconfiderable progrefs 
$ among barbarous, as well as among the more polite and 
¢ civilized nations; and our author has given us two methods 
* of treating that diftemper among the inhabitants of Sibiria.’ 

As the firit of thefe methods neither Mr. Wat/on, or his 
author, has any opinion of, in deference to their judgment, 
we omit it, 

‘ The other method of cure—is a more reafonable one, 
* and is effected by adminiftring a cup-full or two of the de-— 
* coction of a fpecies of iris * every morning, detaining the 
‘ patient in bed. Of this they give a greater or lefs dofe, in 
* proportion to its operation, which is both by vomit and 
© ftool. After having taken it a week, it ceafes to have the 
effect of evacuating; neverthelefs they continue it another 
* week; during which time the patient is laid upon an heap 
* of freth burdock-leaves, and his body is alfo covered with 
* thefe leaves, which muft be renewed every day. This me- 
* thod is faid to cure the difeafe radically. 


S * tris foliis linearibus, corollis imberbibus, fru@ut rigono, caule te» 
reti. Lin, Hort. Cliffort, p. 1g. Flor. Sibir. Tom. I. p. 27. 
Iris pratenfis anguftifolia, non fatida, altior. C. B, P. p- 32. 
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© Ruffians, Tartars, and other nations in thefe parts, eat 
as food, either boiled in milk, or roafted in the embers, yar}. 
ous {pecies of the roots of lillies. The Tartars colle& and d 
the roots of the dens canis * of the botanilts, and boil them 
either with milk or broth, and confider them as very nutri. 
tious food. This root certainly is in every refpeét nearly 
related to falep. 
© The Srbirian hunters, who kill various animals for their 
fur, are obliged to go in fearch of them into the moft defart 
parts of the country, and remain there during their dreadful 
winters. It happens often, that, from the intenfenels of the 
cold, the leaven which ferments their bread is fpoiled, ang 
ceafes to be of ufe. In this cafe, they collect the inner bark 
of the larch-tree, which is very juicy and fweet, and cut it 
into fmall pieces, and digeft it over the fire in warm water, 
They then add thereto, fome rye-flour, bury the whole in 
the fnow, and let it remain there twelve hours ;_ in which 
time the fermentation begins, and the feces which fall to 
the bottom make excellent leaven. | 

¢ Both the Ruffians and the people of Kamtfchatka, make 
great ule of the + /phondylium vulgare hirfutim of Cafpar 

Bauhin, and Tournefort; or, what we ufually call, cow- 
parfnep. According to our author, the plant in queftion 
differs in nothing from that fpecies very frequently met with 
in the meadows and paftures both of Germany and England, 
but in its being much larger. ‘This difference of fize the 
Ruffian kind conflantly preferves, when planted in the 
botanic garden, What we generally mcet with here in Eng- 
land, feldom grows higher than three feet ; whereas the Si- 
birian plant is double that fize.’— 

As this plant wil] appear, from what follows in Mr. Wat- 
fon’s account, too material for us to remain at a lofs for its 
precife fpecies, we think proper to infert part of a letter to 
the fociety from Mr. Phillip Attiler, F. R. S. whofe botanie 
knowledge and employ make him known to every body. This 
letter follows immediately, in the Tran/aétions, Mr. Watfar's 
account. Mr. Adler very juftly obferyes, that a plant called 
common in one country, may not be the fame with that called 
common in another: hence the difference between the 


Sphondyliuim oulgrye of Sidiria, and the Sphondylium vulgare 
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* ¢ Erythrvonium, Linnei Plort Clik p. 119. Fler. Sibitic. 
‘ Tom. 1. p. 39. 3 | 

+ Heracleum faoliolis pinnatifidis. Lin. Hort, Cliff. P. 103. Flor. 
Sibir, ‘Tom. 1. p.213. Sphondylium. Rivin. Tab. IV, , 
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of Germany and England. Mr. Miller therefore concludes, 
¢ that the plant mentioned by Profeflor Gmelin, is that {pecies 
‘ which Dr. Breynius mentions in his fecond Prodromus, un- 
< der the title of Sphondylium maximum Tranfilvanicum Rican 
« falio:’ He fupports his opinion by the following facts. He 
brought the feeds of the latter ‘ from Dr. Boerhaave’s garden 
« in the year 1727, where it was growing by the common 
« fort of Ca/per Bauhin, and in the fame foil and fituation was 
‘ more than twice the heighth: and the fame has continued 
‘ in the growth of both thefe plants fince, in the Chelfea gar- 
‘ den ; where the large fort conftantly rifes to a ftem, at leaft 
¢ a month fooner in the fpring than the common fort, and 
¢ the leaves are much larger, lefs divided, and not fo hairy; 
é fo that there can be no doubt of their being diftinct fpecies.’ 

He proceeds to relate: * The feeds of that fpecies of Dr. 
« Breynius I have received from Siberia, by the title of /phon- 
© dylium vulgare, and Dr. Boerhaave told me, he had received 
«the feeds from 4uffria, Hungary, and Peterfburgh, by the 
« fame name ; fo that it is certainly the common fort in thofe 
¢ countries.” 

The fpecies therefore of this plant being adjufted, that it 
will grow with us determined, and, if worth cultivating, the 
places we are to fetch feed from fixed, we return to Mr. Wat- 
fon’s ufeful extract. 

‘ This plant, which has never yet been applied to any 
¢ ufeful purpofe in thefe parts of the world, is of very great 
‘ importance to the Ruffians and people of Kamtfchatka. They 
‘ indeed apply it to very different ufes; the former difti] their 
‘brandy * from it; the latter dry it to eat in winter, 
‘ As thefe applications of this plant are, I believe, wholly 
* new to us, and unobferved by any preceding author, I fhall 
* lay before you a fhort hiftory of them. 

* About the beginning of ‘fuly the radical leaves are ar- 
‘ rived at their greateft fize and perfe€tion, of which only the 
© footftalks are ufed; tho’, as far as may be judged from the 
‘ fmell, the ftem of that plant is equally valuable. Thefe are 
‘ ftripped of their bark, and fufpended in the fun, in little 
© bundles; and as they grow dry, many of thefe bundles are 
* tied together, and expofed again to the fun, until they have 
€ parted with all their humidity, They are afterwards put up in 

© bags, and ina very fhort time are covered all over with a yel- 
© lowifh, mealy, faccharine exudation, of the flavour of liquorice; 
* which, if it is wanted, is fhaken off, and ufed as fugar. 
* The people of Kamtfchatka never feparate this fubftance 


* § [tritum ardentem. 
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from the ftalks, but preferve them together, and eat them . 
themfelves, and regale their friends with them, as delj. 


© cacies. 


‘ The Ruffans dry them in the fame manner, in order for 
diftillation, and infufe them in proper proportions with 
warm water, to which they add the berries of the * mountain . 
dwarf-cherry, or thofe of a fpecies of vaccinium+, to pro. 
mote fermentation. When this is over, they put both 
the ftalks, and the liquor in which they have fermented, 
into a ftill, and draw off the fpirit as ufual. When the 
diftillation is over, they do not throw away the ftalks, un. 
til they have preffed out their juicy liquor, which is added to 
frefh ftalks, to promote their fermentation. 

© From this fpirit firft drawn, they, by diftillation, draw off 


© fomewhat lefs than half its quantity, which is very like to 
© rectified fpirit of wine, and much more pleafant than corn. 
‘ fpirit. 


“© It muft be here obferved, that, if either the ftalks or 
leaves of this valuable plant are applied to the fkin, they 
heat and ulcerate it. The people of Kamt/chatka, however, 
eat the crude ftalks, when ftripped of their bark, in which 
their acrimony confifts: but if, through ignorance, this bark 
is {tripped off with their teeth, it inflames and veficates their 
lips and gums, which will frequently conunue a week be- 
fore they are healed. In confequence of this, fome have 
made the experiment of extracting a fpirit from the ftalks 
without ftripping them of their bark ; and they have found, 
that they have furnifhed an equal quantity of fpirit with 
thofe which have been ftripped: but it has been obferved, 
that thofe who have drank of this fpirit, have fcarce efcaped 
with life, and have complained violently of an oppreffion 
about the precordia a long time after. 

¢ From the mealy fubftance which exudes from the ftalks 
of this plant, a fpirit may be prepared; provided that this 
fubftance is diluted in a proper quantity of water, and made 
to ferment: but this is in much Jefs quantity than from the 
{talks themfelves. The fermented liquor likewife they ufe 
as wine, and frequently intoxicate themfelves therewith. 
By what accident it was difcovered, that this plant would, 
by diftillation, furnifh an inflammable fpirit, 1 muft refer you 
to the work itfelf.”— 


* Chamecetrafus montana frudiu fingulari ceruleo. C.B P. 451. 
+ Vaccigia nigra frufiu majore. Parkins. 1455. Vitis idea magna 


guibufdam. I1.B. I. 518. 
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Mr, 7Vat/n knows, much better than .we, that there is 
hardly any vegetable {ubject, but what will, after fermenta- 
tion, yield an inflammable fpirit. He can alfo inform ws, 
that the matter from which an ardent fpirit is produced from 
fermented vegetables, rifes in proportion, bpth as to ftrength, 
quality, and flavour, as the plant fermented contains a rich, 
faccharine, and well-relifhed juice, We are not therefore far 
to feek, from what accident the ufe of this plant, in diftilla- 
tion, came ; fince, if ever the principles of fermentation and 
diftillation came among them, they mutt have known, that a 
plant, which, in a fhort time after drying, was * covered all 
* over with a yellowifh mealy exudation ;’ and which ¢ if 
‘ fhaken off, is ufed as fugar,’ muft neceflarily have been fit 
for the purpofe above mentioned, 

But to return: 

© When Steller, whom our author always mentions with 
¢ oreat efteem, was at Tobol/ki in the year 1738, he was in- 
¢ formed, that two years before, they were grievoufly afflicted 
¢ there with peftilential carbuncles, which were of fo conta- 
* gious a nature, as to feize thofe who approached the perfon 
¢ affected, The difeafe firft began in horfes and oxen, and 
¢ afterwards feized the human fpecies. A red fpot firft was 
* perceptible under the armpits, or in the thigh, attended 
¢ with great itching ; and in a few hours grew to avery large 
€ tumour, joined with a burning heat of the part affected: 
€ thefe fymptoms.were attended with a very acute fever, en- 
* tire lofs of ftrength, violent pains in the head, and rednefs 
$ of the eyes. An old country practitioner, famous in thofe 
* parts for his judgment, cured perfons labouring under this 
§ fevere difeafe in a fhorttime. He ufed firft to the carbuncle 
* the powder of an herb *, of which is given a complete 
* hiftory and figure in this work, made into a thin pultice 
* with dregs + of beer: this pultice, gently warmed, was ap- 
€ plied to the part affected, and the patient confined to his 
* bed, who was at liberty to take whatever nourifhment he 
€ liked, except milk, brandy, or the flefh of pikes. During 
* this time, the patient drank plentifully of a decoétion of this 
€ herb, collected during the time of its fowering; tho’ the 


° Centaurea J,uamis ovatis, foliis pinnatis, foliolis de-urrentibus, li- 
nearibus, ferratiy et integris. Flor. Sibir, Tom. II. p. 89. Tab. XLT. 
Cyanus floridus odoratus turcicus, jeu orientalis major, flore luteo. 
Hort. Lugd. Bat. p- 201 
t Bece cerevifia ; tho’ I am inclined to think yeaft is intended, 


which is ufually written feos [ flores) cerevifiae, or fermentum {feldom] 
cerevifia, 
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« powder, applied as above, was prepared from the leaves, 
before the flower-ftalk was produced. The carbuncle, from 
this treatment, did generally break in four and twenty hours, 
and the fymptoms greatly abate. “he wound was fprinkded 
with fal ammoniac, and healed in a fhort time. This dif. 
eafe affected the cattle in different manners ; fome fuddenly 
fet a running with all their fwiftnefs pofible, and continued 
fo till they dropped down dead: in others, carbuncles arofe 
which were dreiled by the practitioner before mentioned, 
with the pultice juft now prefcribed, mixing at the fame 
time a Jarge quantity of the herb with their food; and b 
this method great numbers were cured, A plant fo wel 
recommended, and which will grow in our own country, 
deferves to be better known to us.’ 


o 
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An account of a treatife prefented to the royal fociety, entitled, 
Letters concerning electricity, in which the lateft difcove- 
ries upon this fubject, and the confequences which may be 
deduced from them, are examined; by the Abbé Noll, 
member of the royal academy of fciences of Paris, fellow 
of the royal fociety of the inftitute of Bologna, &c. Ex- 
tratted and tranflated from the French, by Mr. William 
Wation, F. R. S. 


This curious extract is the more valuable, as it was made 
by a gentleman who is perfectly mafter of the fubject it treats 
upon. Mr. Wat/on began his electrical experiments fo early, 
and has carried them on with fuch diligence and accuracy, as 
to deferve the honour of being regarded as one of the firf, 
in time as well as merit, who introduced and carried on this 
aftonifhing branch of fcience to the perfection it is now af- 
rived at. 

We could wifh our plan would permit us to introduce the 
whole of this ingenious article into the Review; but as that 
cannot be, we muft rely upon the complacence of its author 
for leave to abridge it, and to make ule of his own ex- 
reflions. 

—* The difcoveries made in the fummer of the year 1752; 
will make it memorable in the hiftory of ele&tricity. Thefe 
have opened a new field to philofophers, and have given 
them room to hope, that what they have learned before in 
their mufeums, they may apply, with more propriety than 
they hitherto could have done, in illuftrating the nature and 
effects of thunder; a phenomenon hitherto almoft inaccel- 
fible to their enquiries, 
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© But to make the moft certain advantage of thefe new dif- 
coveries, we fhould confine ourfelves to facts ; and if we do 
draw confequences from them, they fhould be immediate 
and neceflary ones; for, whenever our difcoveries feem to 
promife to be ufeful and important, we are apt to hope and 
expect great fuccefs from them: we muft therefore be care- 
ful to reftrain our imagination, or we fhall fall into error. 
¢ Thefe confiderations have induced our author to exa- 
mine, with care, what may truly be concluded from the ex- 
periments propofed by Mr. Franklin* of Philadelphia, and 
{ince carried into execution in France and elfewhere, in re- 
lation to the eleétricity of the clouds during a ftorm; by 
weighing every circumftance, and comparing the greatnefs 
of the effects, which have been had in view, with the more 
than apparent infufficiency of the means, which have been 
employed to produce them. He thinks he fees clearly, that 
the confidering the eleétrifation of pointed bodies as a proof 
of leflening the matter of thunder, is abufing a real difco- 
very to flatter ourfelves with a vain hope.— 
‘ The Abbé Nol/et’s treatife contains nine letters; fix of 
which are addrefled to Mr. Franklin, one to Mademoifelle 
Ardinghelli, who, when only fixteen years old, tranflated 
Dr. Hale’s, treatife of hzmattatics into Jtalian, and added 
thereto fome very ingenious remarks; one to Mr. ‘Fallabert 
of Geneva, and one to Mr. Bofe of Wittemburgh.— 
© In the firft letter our author gives his correfpondent Made- 
moifelle Ardinghelli an account of the difcoveries in electri- 
city in the year 1752; among which he takes particular 
notice of the experiment made on A/ay 10. at Marly-la- 
Ville, in confequence of Mr. Franklin’s hypothefis ; wherein 
pointed non-electrics, fupported by electrics per fe, gave ma- 
nifeft figns of electricity during a thunder-ftorm.— The ex- 
periment of Marly-/a-Ville was foon after verified by Dr. 
Le Monnier, at St. Germain-en-laye, who found further, firft, 
that the like effects were produced, whether the iron rods 
were pointed or not; and that it was indifferent whether 
their pofition was horizontal or not. Secondly, that thunder 
eleétrifed not only iron, but alfo wood, living bodies, or other 
electrifable fubftances. Thirdly, that it was not abfolutely 
neceflary to place thefe bodies at the tops of buildings ; and 
that it was fufficient for them to be placed about four feet 
from the ground, in an open fituation, and at fome diftance 
from large buildings. Fourthly, that bodies eleétrifed in this 
manner, produced the like phenomena with thofe electrifed 
* See Review, vol. 1X. p. 103. 
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* by glafs after the ufual manner, It was afterwards difcoyby. 
© ed, that electrifable bodies, thus difpofed in open. air, wers 
© fometimes eleétrifed, under thick clouds, but without thunz 
* der, lightning, or even without rain or hail.— 

¢ Our author’s firft letter to Mr. Frangiin is an introduc: 
© tion to the five fubfequent ones. 

© The fecond letter tteats of the nature of ele&tric matter, 
* In this its analogy with fire is confidered and proved.— 

© The third letter to Mr. Frantlin contains feveral. proofs; 
* that glafs is not impermeable to the eleétric matter.— 

¢ The fourth letter to Mr. Franklin relates to feveral phe- 
“ nomena of the experiment of Leyden. In this letter it. jg 
* examined, whether the effects of this experiment proceed 
* from the glafs phial, or from the non-eleétrics contained 
* therein ; and experiments are produced to prove,. that. thé 
© power of giving a fhock in an eleétrifed phial of water, pro- 
© ceeds from the water in the phial, and not from the phial 
© itfelf, as Mr. Franklin imagines.— 
© The fifth letter to Mr. Franfiin is in relation to the power 
of pointed non-electric bodies drawing off and throwing off 
electrical fire, at a much greater diftance than obtufe bodies 
do of the fame kind. Our author thinks, that Mr. Franklin 
has attributed more power to pointed bodies, than, upon 
experiment, he finds to be true. 
© The fixth letter to Mr. Franklin is upon the analogy of 


vnrwf fe 


¢ thunder with electricity, This is a fact at prefent fo well. 


¢ eftablifhed, as to admit of no doubt. But our author can- 
¢ not agree with Mr. Franklin in his opinion, * That thun- 
“¢ der is at prefent in the power of men, and that we are able 
“¢ to diffipate it at our pleafure: that an iron rod (fuch a one 
s¢ as Mr. Franéflin has direéted, and fuch a one as has been 
“© made ufe of ) is fufficient to difcharge of all its fire a ftoriny 
“< cloud againft which it is directed.” For his part, he con 
¢ fefles that he cannot believe it; firft; becaufe he fees too 
© great a difproportion between the effect and the caufe: fe- 
© condly, becaufe the principle which is given us to fupport 
this opinion, is not fufficiently eftablifhed, He can hardly 
think, that the fulminating matter contained in a cloud 
capable of covering a great city, can be drawn off in afew 
minutes by a pointed bar, as thick as your finger, If even 
a number of thefe, placed upon the tops of eminences; were 
only neceflary to prevent the effects of thunder, would not 
the vanes and crofles at the tops of our fteeples have been 
* fafficient to procure us this advantage? “Vhefe buildings; 
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© however, in all times, have not been exempted from the 
© mifchiefs of thunder.— 
© The eighth letter is addrefled to Profeffor Jallabert, of 
© Geneva; and inferts a letter from Mr. ‘fallabert, giving an 
< account of an experiment, which Mr. ‘failabert had fome 
© time fince made at the water-works at Gezeva,—It has near 
< relation to the experiment which we made here, in elegtrifing 
« the river Thames fix years ago. 
‘ The ninth letter is addrefled to Mr. Bo/fé, profefler of 
‘ mathematics and philofophy at Wittemburgh; and is in an- 
< {wer to one of Mr. Bo/e, in which this gentleman exprefles 
‘ himfelf furprized, that fo many ages have pafled, without 
‘it having been difcovered that thunder eleétrifes bodies 3 
¢ fince it depends upon an experiment fo fimple, and which it 
‘ is hardly poffiblé to fail in, when you defire to repeat it un- 
« der proper circumftances, 
‘ Upon this our author obferves, that—to this experiment a 
‘ previous knowledge is required of infulating bodies to be 
é electrifed ; but where is the man who was acquainted with 
‘ this fa&t thirty years ago? Before that period, it was not 
‘ even guefled at by any one. 
¢ Since Mr. Gray difcovered, that bodies muft be infulated 
© to communicate to them a perceptible electric virtue, to what 
« purpofe could we fet up iron bars under a ftormy cloud ? 
* This thought could not have happened, but to thofe who 
« had taken notice of the analogy between lightning and elec- 
€ tricity, and upon whom this idea had made a {trong impreffion. 
* And no one could think ferioufly upon this analogy, but 
* fince the difcovery of the experiment at Leyden, that is, fince 
‘ the year 1746.— 
‘ Neverthelefs it may be urged, that bodies, being really 
* electrifed, have fhewn themfelves in all ages *, as hifto- 


* Quotations to the purpofe are here produced from Pliny, Se- 
neca, C@far, and Livy. ‘lo which is added, ‘ Thefe appearances 
* are called by both French and Spaniards inhabiting the coaft of the 
* Mediterranean, St. Helme, or St. Telme’s fires; by the Italians, the 
* fires of St. Peter and St. Nicholas, and are frequently. taken notice 
* of by the writers of voyages. 

* If fome late accounts from France are to be depended upon, we 
are informed, that at P/auxet it has been obferved for time imme- 
morial ; and M, Binom, the curé of the place, bears his teftimony 
of the truth, that for twenty-feven years, which he has refided there 
in that capacity, in great ftorms, accompanied with black clouds, 
and frequent lightnings, the three pointed extremities of the crofs 
of the fteeple of that place appear furrounded with a body of flame 4 
and that, when this phenomenon has been feen, the ftorm was no 
longer to be dreaded, and calm weather returned foon after.” 
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rians, both antient and modern, have made formal mention 
thereof. But to this it may be replied, that it was not enough 
to know the faé, unlefs people were enough acquainted with 
it to take it for what it really was; that is, the electric vir- 
tue: for without that, obfervations of this kind could have 
very little weight with any perfon engaged in the enquiry. 
© We have heard all our lives of St. Helmo’s fire, of thofe 
which the antients call Ca/for and Pollux, and of the coma- 
zants of our mariners. But from what we have had related 
to us, and from what we have read, who could have been 
prevailed upon to range them with electrical phenomena ? 
We have heard them reprefented as thin, lambent, fhining 
lights, a kind of phofphoreal vapour: but there is a paflagg 
in the memoirs of the Count de Forbin, quoted by our aus 
thor, wherein mention is made of St. Helmoe’s fire, which 
if any one, well verfed in the phenomena of electricity, had 
carefully attended to, and confidered a few years ago, he 
might have prognofticated fuccefs to Mr. Franklin, when 
he propofed his experiment upon thunder. ‘* In the night 
‘¢ (fays the author of thofe memoirs) on a fudden it became 
“¢ exceedingly dark, and thundered and lightned moft dread- 
«¢ fully. As we were threatened with the fhip’s being torn 
«© to pieces, I ordered the fails to be taken in: we faw upon 
“¢ different parts of the fhip, above thirty St. Helmo’s fires: 
«© among the reft, there was one upon the top of the vane of 
«© the main-maft, which was more than a foot and half in 
“ heighth. I ordered one of the failors to take itdown: when 
‘© this man was on the top, he heard this fire; its noife re- 
“© fembled that of fired wet gunpowder: I ordered hjm to 
‘¢ lower the vane, and come down; but fcarce had he taken 
“¢ it from its place, but the fire left it, and fixed itfelf upon the 
“© top of the main-maft, from which it was impoffible to re- 
‘© move it; and continued there a confiderable time, until it 
“¢ went out by little and little,” &c. 

© If all the authors: who have taken notice of St. He/m’s 
fire, had fpoken of it as this juft quoted, philofophers might 
have reproached themfelves for its having been fo long be- 
fore they had a juft idea thereof, and for their not having 
fhewn the principle upon which it depended. But how few 
hiftorians are there, who could have related this faét with 
¢ circumftances fo proper to put us in a right train, as thole 
‘ juft mentioned? ‘¢ And here I cannot but obferve, as I am 
‘¢ convinced that the matter of thunder and that of eleCtricity 
‘© are one and the fame, how vatt an idea muft the attending 
‘* to the before-mentioned paflage excite in the mind of ost 
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fons accuftomed to the phenomena of electricity? How im- 
menfe a quantity of it muft they conceive to have been at 
that time in the atmofphere furrounding the fhip, and with- 
in the verge of its action, to furnifh more than thirty St. 
Helmo’s fires ; the fame, in faét, which we fee at the end of 
our conductors inelectrifing, one of which was more than a 
foot and half in height? At this time, and under thefe 
circumftances, the matts, yards, and every part of the fhip, 
I confider as conductors of eleciricity, between the, at this 
time, electrifed atmofphere, and the fea: and tho’ bein 
of a vegetable nature, and, if dry, even of the worft kind 
for this purpofe, they conducted electricity much lefs per- 
feétly than metal-under the like circumftances would have 
done, I doubt not but that they were greatly inftrumental 
in averting the danger with which the fhip was threatened. 
«¢ Upon thefe confiderations, I do not fcruple to recom- 
mend, as Mr. Franklin has done, communications of me- 
tal between the fpindles and iron work at the tops of the 
mafts of fhips, and the fea; or, which will anfwer the fame 
purpofe, the bilge-water in the well. This can be liable 
to little objection, as the doing it is neither dificult nor 
expenfive ; an iron wire, of the thicknefs of a goofe-quill, 
conducting electricity more readily than any piece of tim- 
ber, however large; and thefe mafts do it fo much the 
worfe, as they are of a refinous nature. 
“© From attending to thefe phenomena, we every day fee 
more and more the perfect analogy (to compare great things 
with fmall) between the highly elecirifed glafs jar in the ex- 
periment at Leyden, and a cloud replete with the matter of 
thunder.— 
“© Tho’ the number and continuance of the St. He/mo’s fires, 
in the pailage before-mentioned. probably tended greatly to 
preferve the fhip from the deftruction with which it was then 
threatned, yet the caufe may be too great, and come on too 
faft, to be leflened enough by thefe means to avert the mif- 
chief. Thus in the account publifhed in the Philofophical 
Tranfaétions *, from Capt. ‘fohn Waddel, his thip was al- 
moft beaten to pieces by the thunder and lightning: altho’ 
as he exprefics himfelf, there were fundry large comazants 
over head, fume of which fetiled on the fpindles on the 
top-maft heads, and burnt like very large torches. Wher 
this account was written, thefe p2«@nomena weie only con- 
fidered as the prefazes or attendants of 2 ftorm, and no {ort 
of inference propoied from them.” 

* Vol. XLVI. p. rit. 
Vor. XI. : Q. ‘ Buf 


~ 














































































226 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 

‘ But to return to our author: his work clofes with a ferjeg 
© of experiments, intended to demonftrate the validity of the 
* conclufions exhibited therein.’ 

It appears then, from the above, that electricity is already 
carried to a great length, and promifes to give us great lights 
into intbofley and the feveral affections of our atmofphere; 
nor is it to be queftioned, but that, as its principles are now 
fo well underftood, and men of learning (among which we 
‘hope Mr. Wat/on will continue to bear his part) are carry; 
on their enquiries, it may open to our eyes feveral other im. 
portant fecrets of nature. 


A letter from Father VIncarville, of the fociety of Fefus, ot Pe 
king, in China, ¢o the late Cromwell Mortimer, M, D 


R.S. Seer. 


The Chinefe are a people fo fingular and curious, and have 
carried many arts and manufactures to fuch a heighth of neat. 
néfs and beauty, as to make us very attentive to any kind of 
intelligence we can receive about them. Our pallifadoes and 
alcoves are con{ftructed by their models, as are alfo many of 
the {mall bridges in the gardens of the great. Our pleafure. 
barges are beginning to take the Chine/e form, and the walls 
of our palaces wil] foon be covered by the paper-hangings of 
that country. It muft be owned, that it is fomething more 
than whim and novelty that leads us, in thefe articles, into 
the manner of that people ; there is a lightnefs that fets them 
off, and renders their architecture the moft pleafing to the eye 
of any yet introduced into our gardens. 3 

But thefe ingenious and elegant people deferve our attention 
in many othcr points,.and thofe fuch as may turn out to 4 
national advantage. “The manufacture of white paper is a very 
confiderable article among us, for which we know but of one 
material to make ufe of ; which muft neceflarily keep up the 
price of that commodity. The Chinefe are acquainted with 
feveral, and yet produce a paper ftrons, light, and every way 
adapted to the purpofes of writing and printing. It is equally 
evident, that it were folly to compare our printed linens with 
theirs. What fuperior richnefs of colour and fharpnefs in the 
printing do we obferve in theirs! The latter of which is 
chiefly owing to the materials their colours are made of, which 
render then lefs liable to run into each other, and confequently 
make them come off from the ftamp with that neatnefs which 
we obferve in the outlines of every figure. Thefe colours are, 
chiefly, prepared from vegetable fubjecis unknown to us ; but 
fuch as would certainly grow in fome of our colonies, wherein 
the 
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the ftate of the atmofphere differs very little from that of many 
parts of China. 

It is our misfortune, indeed, that the Chine/e are as uncom- 
municative as they are elegant. ‘They fet an high value upon 
their ingenuity, and are diligent to excefs, to prevent the £u- 
ropeans from obtaining the leaft degree of information con- 
cerning their manufactures, or the materials they make ufe 
of in conducting them. The jefuits are the only Europeans 

rmitted to travel up theircountry ; theie, by their mathema- 
tical knowledge (for none are fent upon that miffion who are 
not well verfed in this and other branches of philofophy) have 
found accefs even to the court, are carefied by the emperor, 
and allowed to réfide in the capital of his empire. From thefe 
then muft come our intelligence ; and from them mutt we re- 
ceive as well the feeds, as i knowledge, of thofe vevetables, 
which render the two above-mentioned manufactures of China 
fo much fuperior to ours: pofleffed of thefe we may one day, 

fibly, become their equals. 

The letter before us affords fome frefh intelligence of this 
kind, and is curious enough to be laid in the whole before our 
readers, i 

© Read “fune 7, 1752. 
‘SIR, spies + bin, Nov. 15, 1751 

‘ I fhould be glad to have it in my power to do more for 
§ your illuftrious fociety, both as to my fituation and condition, 
© We are very much confined at Peking; we have not even 
‘ the liberty of going where we pleafe by ourfelves to’ fee 
‘ things; mor can we, with prudence, believe the reports of 
€ the Chinefey who make nothing of deceiving us, if they can 
‘ defraud us of our money. When we can do no otherwile, 
‘ we endeavour to prevent our becoming their dupes, as well 
* as we-can:- and yet, notwithftanding all our precautions, 
* we cannot anfwer for what intelligence we have this way, 
‘ fo well as for what we affirm to have {een ourfelves. Every 
: pes I fend to our gentlemen of the academy at Paris, what 
* i can difcover upon fuch matters as I know concern them; 
* which has given me the opportunities of fending you feveral 
* curious things in natural hiftory. 

* You ought to have received laft year fome leaves and 
‘ flowers of different trees, befides a good number of feeds. 
‘ The leaves and flowers of the varnith-tree, which I ‘ent, 
* come from the province of Nanking. This tree is different 
* from that I {aw in the king’s garden at Paris. The latter 
* ts the fame with what I faw at Adacao, which was brought 
* fom Mififippi into France. 
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¢ Wehave not in Europe the tree from whofe fruit the toeng 
yeou is drawn. It were to be wifhed they could raife i 
there. The toeng yeou is an oil, or natural varnifh, drawn 
by expreffion from the fruit which I have fent you, of which 
they make a very great trade in China. It cofts but very little, 
the pound weight being worth about feven or eight fols of 
our money. I heard fay, that they fell it at Paris under the 
name of China varnifh. It is excellent for preferving furni. 
ture, giving them a polifh not inferior to our varnithes of 
Europe, which coft fo much money. Perhaps they ma 
make fome attempts to ufe it in Europe; but they wif 
not fucceed, becaufe they know not how-to prepare it. This 
oil is fo common in China, that the greateft part of the 
people, in tolerable circumftances, rub over their timber with 
it, giving it what colour they pleafe. It not only adorns 
their houfes, but alfo preferves the wood. The columns 
that fupport their houfes, and thofe of the great room where 
the emperor’s throne is, are varnifhed with no other than 
this oil. 

‘ The fou chou is a tree, of the bark of which they make 
the beft paper in China. ‘The common paper of their books 
which lcoks yellowifh, is made of a particular fpecies of 
bambou, of which they prepare the young fhoots, as we pre- 
pare hemp. Thev whiten it by boiling it in lime-water, 
In this manner they prepare the fou chou. ‘There is no filken 
paper in China; all the different kinds of paper here are 
made either of bark, hemp, or the ftraw of corn or rice: 
fometimes they blend with this laft the ftalks of the typha*, 
The paper made of hemp or ftraw ferves only for wrapping 
up goods, or to make pafteboard; and that made of the batk 
of the cotton-plant ferves for fans, being lefs apt to crack 
than any other white paper. 


*© The white wax, produced by certain infects, is tp 


curious and profitable thing. I have not yet been able 
fee any of them. What has been told me by one of our 
miffionaries, who has bred them himfelf, is not fufficient to 
give a proper idea of them. As to the manner of their de- 
pofiting this wax, it appears to me, that there is fome ana- 
logy between it, and the manner of the gum lacs being depo- 
fited by certain ants +. 
‘In 


* Typha paluftris major Of Ca/par Baubin. Cat’s-tail. 
+ ‘ In order to explain this paflage, I take the liberty of making 
the following remark. The lacca-tree is the jujuba-indica of the 
great Mr. Ray, which produces this gum. The letter writes Is 
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‘ In the emperor’s palace they very rarely ufe any other 
candles than fuch as are made of this wax, becaufe it never 
emits any fmoke. ‘Thelearned therefore ufe them only when 
they compofe an exercife upon their examination for degrees: 
for then they are confined in very {mall rooms, where the 
fnoke of tallow-candles would incommode them. greatly. 
I believe the chief confumption of this wax is owing to their 
coating tallow-candles with it, which I fhall mention by- 
and-by. This wax is procured by boiling the matter rafped 
off the branches of the tree, the leaves of which are the 
proper nourifhment of thefe infects, in a large vetlel of wa- 
ter; the wax {fwims at the top, and, when cold, it is taken 
off in a cake. | 

‘ The berries of the tallow-tree are of great ufe in the fou- 
thern provinces, where there are very few fheep. Almoft all 
the candles fold there, are made of the oil drawn from thefe 
berries. They procure this oil in the fame manner that I 
have mentioned concerning the wax; and as this oil is not 
of fo good a confiftence as tallow, for its cohefion, when 
candles are made of it, they dip them in the white wax 
mentioned: the external coat thus made, prevents them 
from guttering *. At Peking the fame is done with tallow- 
candles; nor do I, ever remember to have feen them run 
down. I imagine, that our bees-wax would an{wer the fame 
purpofes with this white wax of China. 

‘ The feeds of yen tchi come from a plant, which I think 
very particular; at leaft I cannot recollect any thing like it. 
From thefe feeds or berries, when very ripe, a tincture of a 
fine red is drawn, as may be feen in the flakes of cotton 
charged with this colour, fold here. They moiften them 
with a little warm water, and then exprefs the colour, which 
is afterwards evaporated to a drinefs, and ferves for water- 
colours, 

‘ The perficaria, of which they make indigo in and about 
Pekin, merits attention. Indigo is alfo made-of the per/i- 
aria maculata, with which the banks of rivers and ftreams 
often abound; but it is of an inferior quality to that made 


mifled by what Garcias ab Horto fays about it, that certain large 
winged ants make this gum out of the juice fucked from this tree, 
and depofit it upon the farculi, &c. of the fame: but the cele- 
brated Ray and F. Bauhin fay, it is exudated, and by the heat of 
the fun concreted into the form in which it is found upon the parts 
of thistree. There are other trees which produce this gum, as 
well hans this, mentioned by Hermannus. 
Lhis is applicable to the green wax of AZi/i/ippi. 
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with the other per/icaria, the feeds of which I fent yous and 
this even is not of equal value with that made of the anil, 
fuch as is made in the fouthern provinces here, and in thofe 
of .dmerica. 

¢ The ftones of apricots come from a {pecies of tree, whofe 
fruit is not eatable. Thefe trees are only cultivated for 


‘ the'e ftones, from which an excellent oil is produced for 
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burninz; and which, inftead of olive-oil, we ufe for our fallads, 
‘© The hoai tze are the clufters of the flower of a baftard 
acacia, from whence a moft beautiful yellow tindture jis 
drawn, by boiling them witha little alum. The hoang tehj 
tze produces yet a finertinéture: but the fineft yellow co- 
lour of China comes from the hoang pe pi; and thefe three 
are prepared in the fame manner. 

¢ A kind of ftuff is made from the cods of the wild filk. 


worm, called Aen tcheou, excellent for wear, when made 


for gain, but chiefly that which is made from fuch cods,. as. 


i fentyouins749. It is fearce and dear. There is ano- 
ther kind of dien tcheou, of which they fell a large quantity 


ai Canten: it is made of the filk drawn from other cody, , 


fome of which I fend you this year. Thefe cods are capable 
of being wound on wheels or fpindles. .The firft I fent are 
oily wound on {pindles; but firft they muft be boiled ina 
{trong lye, made of the afhes of the ftalks of the Sarazin corn, 
till they are capable of being pulled afunder with one’s fin- 
ers, in order to turn them infide out, and take out the 
ames of the chryfalis; and as this kind of ftuf is 
worked like other cloth, the weavers do the reft. | 
‘ The fruits of the tong yeou, and of the tallow-tree, which 
you fhould have received laft year, were frefher than thule 
I fent before. 
¢ This year you will receive the cads of filk, which makes 
the filk called A‘ex tcheou, with the butterflies which come 


fiom them. ‘The other things which I fent, want no ex- 
planation. 


© An anfwer to the queftions upon the natural biftory of Foffils. 


¢ The empire of China abounds in mines of all forts, a 
gold, filver, copper, tin, lead, iron, &c.. The provinces 
which produce the greateft quantity, are Yun nan, andSe 
tchouen. The two greateft rivers of China, Kiang and Hoang 
bo, fend down quantities of gold fand. ‘The former takes 
its fource in the province of See tchouen, and the latter from 
Coconor: but they find mines of gold and filver in the pro- 
vinces of Yun nan, See tchouen, Chen fi, Chan tong, Hou ae A 
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‘Fou kien, Kouei tcheou, Pe tche fi; but, for political reafors 
¢ they work but few of them. I believe the principal is, left 
¢ the greedinefs of gain fhould excite popular infurrections. 
‘ They open them fometimes in one place, fometimes in ano- 
‘ ther; but upon the leaft appearance of a rifing, they imme- 
< diately fut them up again. We cannot give any account 
‘ of what is defired, concerning the manner of working the 
¢ feyeral mines. We are not in a way of informing ourielves. 
¢ [have endeavoured for feveral years to procure {pecimens of 
‘ the different mines, but could not yet obtain them.._ If, here- 
¢ after, I can difcover any thing worth while in this matter, I 
¢ fhall not fail to communicate it. As to what regards petri- 
¢ fations, I have only feen a few crabs, pieces of wood, and 
‘ fome bones, which I take to be thofe of buffaloes. I have 
¢ fent into France {pecimens of all the fimple drugs fold by the 
‘ drugeis at Peking; among which are fome bits of minerals, 
© petrified bones, Sc. to which I expect an anfwer next yéar, 
and fhall be better able to chufe what to fend of fuch things, 
‘ as fhall be defired. This collection is one of the affairs that 
‘ coft me moft trouble. 

¢ The article that regards the deluge, makes me imagine, 
€ that the lift of thefe things comes from the celebrated Sir 
* Hans Sloane. I fhould be glad to have an opportunity of 
“doing him pleafure, and I will do it moft readily. All I 
“know of it is this; the Chine/e have but a very confufed idea 
* of an univerfal deluge. ‘They only conclude from things: 
* feen upon the furface of the earth, that there muft former! 
“have been fome terrible hurricane, and that the fea had co- 
“vered the face of the earth. A great Mandarin, who hada 
“better underftanding than the Chinefe commonly have, being: 
*fent into Ho nan, to vifit feveral places, obferved, upon the’ 
“top of a very high mountain, a kind of bafin, the circum- 
* ference of which, formed by the mountain, was filled with: 
‘ different figures of fifhes, fhells, and marine plants, imprefi- 
“ed'upon ftones: he faid to another Mandarin, who ace 
‘companied him, ‘¢ Certainly the fea muft have been here: 
“ thefe fifhes, fhells, and plants, are found only in the fea,”* 
* F. Gaubil fays, the Chinefe books pretend, that fuch im- 
* pteflions are found upon the higheft mountains of Thibet, 
* and See tchouen. 1 had an opportunity myfelf to go into the 
* mountains about Peking, and even went up to the higheft ; 
* but faw nothing of this kind, and was informed upon the 
* fpot, that they never found any thing like them. 

* The greateft part of the cinnabar of China comes from 
the province of Yunnan: and it is faid, there is {ome allo 
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* in Kiang fi, Hou kouang, and Koui tcheou. Kang hi, the great. 
* grandfather of the prefent emperor, ordered a general fearch 
‘ to be made through the whole empire for antimony, but 
* found none in any of the mines. 
¢ I have the honour to be, with much refpect and efteem, 
SIR, Your moft humble and obedient fervant, 
D? Incarville. 


[The remainder of our account of this volume of Tranfactions to be 


‘ven in our next. 
wat given in our next. | : 


ART. xxv. Sixteen Sermons on the following fubjects :—A call to 
repentance.—A warning to young people—Of faith without 
works.—How chriftians live by faith— How we are faved 
grace.—The condemnation of men is their love of darkne/s.— 
Chriftians muft forfake all that they have-—Efau, or the cun- 
ning bunters.—Of the fin of covetoufnefs.—The chriftian’s pat- 
tern, or the neceffity of meeknefs and humility.—Of the care of 
the foul.—T he benefit of an early exercife.—Of eating and drink- 
ing the fiefh and blood of Chrift.—The praétical ame 
God.—The praétical confideration of God’s providence.—The 
chara€ter of thofe who are fcoffers at religion ; . their folly and 
danger. By William Sutton, MZ. A. redior of St. Michael 
Carhaies, in Cornwall. 8vo. 5s. Hitch. 


HO?’ there is nothing ftriking or animated in thele fer- 
mons, yet they are very plain, ufeful, and fenfible dif- 
courfes, and written in the fpirit of candour and moderation. 
The author appears to be a hearty friend to freedom of enquiry, 
and an enemy to every fpecies of ecclefiaftical tyranny. He takes 
occafion more than once to declare his fentiments in regard to 
creeds and creed-makers, with fuch a becoming freedom and 
boldnefs of fpirit, as muft recommend him to the efteem and 
favourable regard of every friend to liberty. Of this we fhall 
give a fhort {pecimen or two, and then take our leave of him, 

In his preface, wherein he makes fome obfervations on a book, 
entitled, The new whole duty of man, we find the following honeft 
declaration. ‘ It is certain,’ fays he, ¢ that ecclefiaftical, or an- 
* tichriftian tyranny, which, under the fpecious name of ortho- 
* doxy, has done more mifchief than all the mifchievous things 
¢ in the world, could not have been fet up, and fupported as it 
$ is, unlefs fome fhackles had been put upon the truth.’ 

In another place, fpeaking of thofe who tell us, that there are 
fome things which we mutt believe, or aflent to the truth of, 
tho’ our reafon and underftanding cannot fathom them, becaule 
they are revealed by God, who cannot lie, and whofe know- 


ledge is infallible, he delivers his fentiments in the following 
manner : 





¢ Such 
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_ § Such things:as thefe,’ fays he, ‘ may be contained in ferip- 
é ture, as far as 1 know; but how they can be revealed I know 
< not, neither did St. Paul, as I fhall fhew by-and-by. . For, if 
« we lay afide our reafon, we are immediately in the ftate of 
¢ brutes, altogether incapable of any revelation at all. And, if 
«- God himfelf fhould vouchfafe to fpeak to us face to face, as 
‘ he did to AZo/es, he muft apply to our underftanding and rea- 
« fon, or impart to us'fome other faculties, which, as yet, he 
¢ has not done ;- or elfe we fhall have nothing to believe but 
¢ his veracity in general, which no chriftian ever dares to deny. 
¢ When the forementioned apoftle came from Paradi/e, he did 
¢ not attempt to reveal what he had there heard, becaufe he 
‘ knew it was not to be done. It was fomething xot poffible to 
¢ be uttered, or made known by any words, to our prefent un- 
¢ derftanding. If he had thought at, he might have given us 
¢ a fyftem of theological fchool-terms, unintelligible, tho’ not 
¢ unfpeakable, which might have ferved the purpofe of fome 
¢ Polemical divines, or fynodicalcreed-makers, and put us upon 
¢ difputing, and curfing, and railing at one another, and cutting 
¢ one another’s throats ; which has always been, and ever will 
¢ be, the natural product of unintelligible creeds. 
¢ But St. Paul was of a better mind ; he knew that his bufi- 

¢ nefs was to inftruct us in things neceflary, and therefore eafy 
¢ to be underftood ; and not puzzle and divide us, and give oc- 
¢ cafion for thofe things which he himfelf reckons amongft the 
‘. works of the flefh. And if all his pretended fucceflors had had 
¢ as much wifdom and charity, and as little worldly ambition, 
¢.the chriftian world might have efcaped all that wrath, ftrife, 
¢ perfecutions, and antichriftian cruelties, which it has laboured 
‘ under, and which has been the bane of our holy profeflion: 
‘ but to {peak of thefe things at large, is more fit for a volume 
¢ than a preface.’ 

_. This may ferve as a fpecimen of our author’s way of think- 


ing, and of that honeft and candid fpirit he feems to be pof- 
fefled of, R. 





Montuiy Catatocue for September, 1754. 


PoETRY. 

I. HE Profpeét, a poem. Containing, 1. The fcene of 
a country life at the dawn of day. 2. The work- 
men bufy in the field at harveft. 3. Partridge-fhooting. 4. 
Fox-hunting. °5. The neceffity of the different feafons of the 
year. 6. Some ferious reflections on the myfteries of the 
creation. ‘Io which is added, a letter of the author’s, addreffed 
to Mifs § , of D » in W—Jfhire. By George Roberts, 

gent. Folio, 1s. Czoper. : 
Mr. 
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Mr. Roberts is fo remarkably excellent in high heroics, that 
we cannot refift the temptation of pilfering a few lines from 
his performance, for the entertainment of our readers. The 
are taken from his defcription of a fox-chace. The traditional 
cunning of this animal, in the dernier refort, is thus delicately 
exprefled, 

—— Finding all his vulpine arts to fail, 

His ftinking pifs he featter’d on his tail ; 

And as the leading hounds, with dreadful cries, 
Came near his breech, he fwitch’d it in their eyes : 
But that indeed ne'er fignify’d a ruth, 

Thunder ne'er valu’d any fox’s bruth ; 

Bold he advanc’d, and feiz'd him by the throat, 
And to a period foon old Reynard brought. 


HI. The Canniniad ; or, Betty’s /oliloquy in Newgate, on the 
night deftined for her departure to her American fettlement. A 
fong, to the tune of, 4 /afs that was laden with care. Witha 
curious frontifpiece. Folio, 6d. C. Symp/on. 

Had this fong been fung and fold about the ftreets, at ballad 
price, it had probably met with a reception equal to its deferts; 
for doubtlefs more contemptible ballads are greedily bought up 
by the young men and maidens of this metropolis; who are not 
inferior in literature and tafte to their brethren and fifters in 
the country. 

III. Rede vivendi ratio, feu moralis philofophia compendium ; 
latino carmine reddidit Nathaniel Ball /chole Chelmsfordienfis ars 
chididafculus. %2m0. 2s. Buckland. 

This Latin verfion of the ceconomy of human life is not 
inelegant in itfelf, nor unjuft to the original, as well as a 
general recollection ferves us to remember it. It is printed 
trom a neat type, on excellent paper, and was no improper amufe- 
ment fora gentleman entrufted with the erudition of youth. | 

The following lines, from the fection on charity, include a 
pathetic and obvious reflection, juftly expreffed : 


Corpora dum languent foedo demifla grabato 
Pauperis infirmi, gemitus dum tollita cerbos; 
Dum vitam infauftam fqualenti carcere plorant 
Tot miferi, dum pofcit opem te cana fenectus; 
Nonne putas hoc grande nefas et morte piandum 
Luxuriare novis femper, dapibufque fuperbis, 
Ferrea corda gerens miferorum intata querelis ? 


His cautions to a mature and attracting virgin, and to a bat- 
chelor in the choice of a wife, may be confidered as two beaue 
tiful and felect paflages, 


Cum tenerz vernas jucundo flore juventz ; 
Cum te turba virdm fpectans miratur, et ipfa 


Quid 
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Quid vellent oculi tecum natura fufurrat ; 

Heu ! cave, ne nimium verbis confide dolofis : 
Sit bene munitum peétus, nec credula blandis 
Aufcultes diétis; nam fallax lingua veneni. 


Si tempus vario cultu, gemmifque fuperbis 

Confumit, fi fe nimis admiratur, et optat 

Laudibus extolli; fi vox torat atque cachinnat : 

Si pes fub teétis nefcit remanere paternis, 

Sique virim in vultus patrantes jactat ocellos : 

Eniteat licet ore fuo ceu Phoebus Olympo, 

Illecebris averte oculos, veftigia vita, 

Nec lafcivus amor mentem fpe Iudat inani, K 
. * 


MIscELLANEOUS. * 


IV. The ragged uproar; or, the Oxford ‘rordtory: a new 
dramatic fatire; in many feenes-and one very long act. In 
which is introduced -the a-la-mode fyftem of fortune-telling. 
originally planned by Joan Plotwell, and continued by feveral 
truly eminent hands, well verfed in the art of defigning: The 
whole concluding with an important fcene of witches, gypfies, 
and fortune-tellers; a long jumbling dance of politicians ; 
and an epilogue fpoken by Mary Squires, Sc. flying on broom- 
fticks. 4to. 1s. G. Pote. 

From the title-page, as above, the reader will be apt to 
conclude, that this dramatic fatire, as it is {tiled by its author, 
relates to the difputes at Oxford, on occafion of the treafonable 
verfes faid to have been found there: but, from a painful pe- 
rufal of the pamphlet throughout, we have difcovered nothing 
of that fort. Doubtlefs the writer has oe meaning in this 
myftical fatire, but he has induftrioufly buried it too deep for 
our penetration. 

N.B. The name of Pote, fubjoined as the publifher, is fic- 
titious; and we are affured our worthy friend Mr. F. Pote 
of Eaton, bookfeller, has no hand in this p/ot upon the under- 
ftandings and pockets of the public. 

V. An alarm to the right hon. the Lord Mayor, for an open 
declaration of war with the devil. 8vo. 6d. Cooke. 

A pious remonftrance and exhortation to the magiftrates of 
the city of London, to exert themfelves in order to check the 
progreis of * thofe moft egregious fins of profane curfing, 
‘ fwearing, and whoredom,’ in this metropolis. The author 
fees particularly defirous, that the fword of juftice fhould be 
drawn againft one particular boufe of wharedom in the city, 
* notoriqufly,’ fays he, ‘ known to be fuch, tho’ cloaked un- 
* der the fpecious pretence of doing bufinefs, viz. the woRK- 
‘ ING MILLINER’s, within full view of the MANSION of 
* JUSTICE;—a houfe that has been more deftrudtive of virtue 
| * and 
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€ and innocence, than the moft notorious in Drury-lane or 
¢ Covent-garden; fhe having for many years refided in the 
¢ heart of this city unmolefted; by which means fhe Leth in 
< wait as for a prey, and intreafeth the tranfgreffors among 
<“ men. Prov. | 

VI. A brief account of the Kings and Queens, whofe ftatues 
(now repaired and decorated in a moft fplendid manner) are 
placed in the Royal Exchange of London; with the reafons why 
jome of their ftatues are not fetup; that fuch perfons as have 
not leifure or opportunity to read the general hiftories at large, 
may be acquainted with the fucceffion and principal events that 
happened in the reigns of thefe illuftrious perfonages. Ina 
continued feries from Edward I. to our prefent fovereign; fo 
clearly connected, as that a perfon of an indifferent memory 
may relate the whole after perufal. By ‘John Halliday, M.A, 
teacher of the languages and mathematics, in Ayliffe-frreet, 
Goodman’ s-fields. 8vo. 6d. Griffiths. 

VII. The Angler’s Magazine; or, neceffary and delightful 
Store-houfe ; wherein every thing proper to be known relating 
to his art, is digefted in fuch a method, as to affift his know- 
ledge and practice upon bare infpection. Being the completeft 
manual ever publifhed upon the fubjeé ; largely treating of all 
things relating to fifh and fifhing, and whereby the angler may 
acquire his experience without the help of a mafter. Bya 
Lover of that healthful and innocent diverfion. 8vo, 6d. Owen, 

_ VIII. 4 Call upon the Viétuallers in town and country. 8vo, 
1s. Sold by Woodfall and the reft of the bookfellers. 

It feems probable, from the low ftile and fentiments of the 
writer, that this pamphlet is the work of fome difcontented 
alehoufe-keeper. The author complains of many griev- 
ances, which he thinks are as unreafonably as they are pecu- 
jiarly thrown upon his fraternity: among which the arbitrary 
behaviour of the juftices of the peace, in partially refufing or 
granting licences; and the quartering of foldiers, are the moft 
confiderable. 

IX. A Collection of the Sufferings of the people called Quakers, 
from 1650, to1689. By 7. Beffe. Folio, 2 vol. 11. 2s. Hinde. 

X. An Abridgment of the Statutes of Ireland, from the firk 
feifion of parliament in the third year of the reign of King 
Edward Il. to the end of the twenty-fifth year of the reign of 
his prefent majefty King George II. and of all the Englif and 
Britifh ftatutes which extend to and bind Jreland. With tables 
of the ftatutes in their chronological order, directing to the titles 
under which they are abridged, and of the ftatutes taken from 
any Englifh ftatutes, and of thofe fince Poining’s law which 
bind Jre/and, and of the ftatutes to be given in charge or read 
in 
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churches. And alfo an alphabetical table of the principal 
matters referring to the titles and paragraphs in the abridge- 
ment, and to the refpective ftatutes, together ‘with the new: 
rules. By Edward Bullingbroke, doctor of laws, and advocate 
in the ecclefiaftical courts ; and ‘Fonathan Belcher, e(q; barrifter 
atlaw. Publifhed with the approbation of the right honourable 
the lord high chancellor, and the right honourable and ho-, 
nourable the judges of Ireland, in one large volume. 4to. 1] 
8s. Knapton. Lge 

XI. Genuine and impartial Memoirs of Elizabeth Canning. 
Containing a complete hiftory of that unfortunate girl, from 
her birth to the prefent time, and particularly every, remarkable 
occurrence from the day of her abfence, ‘January 1, 1753, to 
the day of her receiving fentence, May 30,1754. In which 
18 included the whole tenor of the evidence given againft and 
for her on her Jate extraordinary trial, With fome ob{ervations 
on the behaviour of the court, and the conduct of the jury. 
Alfo free and candid remarks on Sir: orilp Gafenigne's Enquiry. 
12mo. 38. bound. Woodfall, Bouquet, Sc. 

This is the long expected hiftory, for which the public were 
fo often defired to wait, by advertifements in the news-papers. 
It is compiled with feeming accuracy and candour, and deli- 
vered in the form of letters to a friend. ‘The air of modera- 
tion which the writer aflumes, and the agreeable and familiar 
manner in which he has thrown together the particulars of a 
worn-out ftory, render his hiftory, upon the whole, a more 
entertaining performance than we might have expected, after 
having been fo often difappointed and difgufted by the catch- 
penny things that appeared before it. 

XII. Mirza and Fatima. An Indian tale. Tranflated from 
the French. 12mo. 3s. Ofborne. _ | 

To excufe a man to himfelf for reading over the Arabian 
Nights and Turki/h Tales, it is to be confidered, that the ab- 
furdities of the Indian mythology crouded into thofe performan- 
ces, are made inftrumental to lead us into the genius, manners, 
and morals of that people. The characters are Indian, and 
think, fpeak, and act as fuch. The Turkish Spy ismuch more 
valuable, for being wrote by an European, than if it had been 
the work of a native of Zurky: we are furprifed to fee the Afia- 
tic kept up to the utmoft degree of exactnefs. The tale be- 
fore us is called Zndian, but the manners, fentiments, and ftile 
are exactly thofe of an European novelif?. Plenty of enchant- 
ments, metamorphofes, &c. there are, no doubt, if that will 
make it Indian; but it is excellent to hear one of our Jndian 
Cnamorato’s giving this defcription of his miftrefs. 


‘ She 
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« She was not barely beautiful ; but had diffufed all over 
‘ her perfon that fweet charm of the je ne feat quot, fo much 
¢ more powerful than even beauty itfelf. It was faid that 
Aglae, at her birth, had been bathed in the fountain of the 
Graces, and certainly were the Graces to be pictured, the 
¢ might have furnifhed the model.’ Another young gentleman 
of India chufes to delineate his miftrefS thus: * Her features 
© were not regular, but fo well adapted for pleating, or rather 
© for affecting the heart, that it was not eafy to fee her with 
‘ impunity. To picture her, however, in one word to you, 
¢ her countenance was the expreffion of fentiment, and all the 
¢ reft of her perfon feemed formed for the joy of the fenfes: 
¢ the had the fineft hands in the world, arms fathioned by 
¢ love, and that critical point of plumpnefs, which excludes 
¢ neither the eafy genteel air, nor the graces.’ All this ig 
very pretty to be fure! but the deuce a bit does it carry any 
thing oriental about it. We have been looking for the moral 
of this performance, and can find nothing like it till the very 
laft line but three ; where, indeed, the fairy of adver/ity, upon 
difenchanting the lovers that give title to this fable, leaves her 
hero to chew upon this maxim, Never fuffer profperity to hare 
den your heart ; and never forget me. 

In fhort, we cannot but agree with part of the latter of our 
author’s mottos, wherein he allows what he has fcraped to- 
gether to be nuge@; but muft leave it to him to make appear 
how far they Seria ducunt 

In bona. P 

XIII.A new Sy fem of Horfemanfbip, from the French of Monf. 
Bourgelat. By Richard Berenger, efq; 4to. 10s. 6d. Vaillant. 

This treatife derives its exiftence from that great work on 
the fame fubject, written by the celebrated Willkam Cavendifh, 
duke of Newcaftle* ; a work which, notwithftanding its ac- 
knowledged merit in many refpects, has been juftly cenfured 
for the author’s want of method and exaétnefs, To remedy 
thefe imperfections was the defign of the prefent fyftem, pub- 
lifhed by the judicious and experienced Monf. Bourgelat; whofe 
work is extracted from the rules of that great mafter. The 
method and concifenefs with which the ingenious Frenchman 
hath digefted the whole, have reduced his copy within a much 
fmaller compafs than the Exglifh original ; ¢ but,’ fays the 


a a 








tranflator in his preface, ¢ it is a {mall, well-polifhed gem. To - 


* {peak the truth,’ adds the prefacer, ‘ he has made the fubject 
© fo much his own, by the refinement of his remarks, the juft- 
© nefs of his reafoning, and the light he has diffufed through 
‘ it, that it muft have the merit of an original; at leaft the 


* During his exile, in the time of Cromeve//’s ufurpation. 
. ' © rea 
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‘ reader will be divided to whom he fhall render moft thanks, 
¢ whether to him who has given the food, or to him who has 
‘ prepared and fet it before us with fo much elegance and or- 
‘der. This is at leaft the author’s praife.—The tranflator 
‘ has endeavoured to do him as much juftice as he has done 
© his great original; fenfible of the danger of fo difficult an 
‘ enterprize, but prompted to it in hopes of making his merit 
¢ more known. He tranflated the work, that the treafures it 
‘ contains may be gathered by thofe, who are fo unfortunate 
¢ as to want this affiftance to obtain them. He has been as 
¢ faithful to his author as the Janguages will allow, judging 
¢ that to be the fureft way of doing him jutftice. fome 
‘ places, however, he has ufed (as all tranflators fhould) a dif- 
¢ cretionary power. Every art has technical terms, or words 
¢ of its own. Thefe he has preferved in the tranflation, the 
‘¢ Englifh affording none adequate tothem. He has given no 
¢ notes or comments, imagining the origina] can, and hoping 
¢ the tranflation will, want none: of this, however, his rea- 
¢ ders will be the beft judges.’ 

The points of horfemanfhip difcuffed in this work are, 1. Of 
the horfeman’s feat. 2. Of the hand, and its effects. 2. Of 
difobedience in horfes, and the means to correct it. 4, Of the 
trot. 5. Of the ftop. 6. Of teaching a horfe to go back- 
wards. 7. Of the uniting, or putting a horfetogether. 8. Of 
the pillars. 9g. Of aids and corrections. 10. Of the paflage. 
11. Of working with the head and croupe to the wal], 12. 
Of changes of the hand, large and narrow, and of voltes and 
demi-voltes. 13. Of the aids of the body. 44. Of the gallop. 
15. Of pafflades. 16, Of pefades. 17. Of the mezair. 8. 
Of curvets. 19. Of croupades and balotades. 20. Of caprioles, 
21. Of the ftep and leap. | 


XIV. The hiftory of the feveral oppofitions which have beer 
made in England, from the reftoration of King Charles IL. 
both againft the court and the minifterial influence. Repre- 
nung the many noble attempts made by Briti/h patriots for 
the eltablifhment of Britifh liberty. By Sir Adyles Stanhope. 
12mo. 3s. Baldwin. : 

This hiftorical colle€tion is formed upon an imperfeé& plan, 
and executed in a very defultory and fuperficial manner. The 
gentleman named in the title-page, we apprehend, had never 
any exiftence, except in the imagination of the compiler; who, 
while he condemns fome parties with indecent afperity, and 
attacks certain royal characters, truly illuftrious and venerable, 
with infult and virulence, betrays his own partial attachments to 
4 political faction. But what other behaviour could be expect- 
ed from one who feems not a little addiéted to the exploded 
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dreams of aftrology ; for he intimates in his preface, that fomg 
favourable afpeé? of the planets, difpofes the Britons to the love 
of liberty. 

XV. ” book of Medals, Coins, and Great Seals, drawn, en. 
graved, and printed in quarto, on royal paper, from the cu- 
rious works of Thomas Simons, efq; engraver of the mint to the 
commonwealth of England, the lord protector Oliver Crom. 
well, &¥c. contained in forty engraved coppér-plates; with 
fome explanations of the fculptures, by the editor, Mr. George 
Vertue. Sold at.his houfe, in Brownlow-/ftreet, near Long-aere, 
Price 11. 1s. ftitched. ; 

XVI. A Vindication of a Sermon, entitled, Inoculation an 
indefenfible practice *. In which Dr. Kirkpatrick’s arguments 
in favour of the operation, together with his and a certain let- 
ter-writer’s + objections to the fermon, are diftinétly confidered 
and replied to; and the practice demonftrated, in the ampleft 
manner, highly culpable in a moral, extremely abfurd in a 
phyfical view. By Theodore Delafaye, A.M. 8vo. 2s. 6d, 
Ballard. — 

As we did not greatly particularize the fermon, the publica. 
tion before us is intended to vindicate, or the objections that 
were made to it, we cannot, with any propriety, pretend to 
enlarge on this performance; which appears, to us, calculated 
rather to divert than inform an ihtelligent reader. Mr. Dela- 

aye’s way of reafoning gives us octafion to recollect the fub- 
tilties of the old fchoolmen, whofe arguments were intended to 
perplex, when they could not convince. He admits the fuccefs 
of inoculation, but infifts that ¢ this fuccefs is wholly owing to 
© the ab/ence of certain circumftances, to which the natural 
© difeafe is unnaturally fubjected, and not to any fingle effect 
© inoculation can produce.’. The circumftances here hinted 
at, are principally fuch as arife from the depravity of mankind, 
their debaucheries, and irregularities. If our author’s perfua- 
fions fhould prevail to make men faultlefs, medicine in gene- 
ral would, in all probability, be little neceflary ; but as long 
as intemperance produces er aggravates difeafes, fo long will 
people be folicitous to prevent or mitigaté the mottal effects of 
thofe maladies ; and while the adventitious fmall-pox fhall be 
found fatal to fuch numbers, the fuccefs of the artificial com- 
munication of it will undoubtedly recommend the practice. 


* See Review, vol. IX, p. 237. TL . 
t Lbid. p. 474. 


N. B. The remainder of the Catalogue, with the Single Sermonij 
in our next, 













































